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Urftteasa-^r^red Dash-8 oaslies, at feast oat ife&i 

v PARIS (AP) — A win-engine passenger plane chartered by die German 
^airGac Lufthansa crashed near Paris' Charles de GauHe international 
' - airport Wednesday, killing at least one person, airport police reported- 
■ The t^vin-propellor Dash-S, which belonged to the German Him Stuttgar- 
ter Contact Air. was carrying 19 passengers and a crew of three, a 
- Lufthansa spokesman in Frankfort said. At least three people were 
. injured when the propeltor plane hit the ground, according to the airport 
, pobce.Tbe plane, on a flight from Bremen in Germany, crashed as it was 


fig to land at the airport north of Paris at around 8:00 p.m. (1900 

ig to the authoritative Jane's Ail the WoritTs 

Aircraft, the Dash-8, made by the Canadian aircraft manufacturer De 


G 


‘ HavQand, a division of Boeing of Canada, typically carries 37 passengers. 
~ The plane went down in a Held near a local road dose to die airport, 
- police said, ft was not immediately dear if the dead and injured were 
: among those aboard the plane or had been on the ground at the time of 
■ the accident, police said. Rescuers from the airport rushed to the seems, 
they said, adding that the death toO was preliminary and could rise. 
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Knesset imposes curbs on Mahameed 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli parliament Wednesday restricted the 
freedom of movement of an Arab legislator who encouraged Palestinians 
to use “all means" to fight Israeli occupation. The Knesset (parliament) 
voted 54-48 to strip Hashem Mahameed of the Communist Party of his 
parliamentary immunity which allowed him to travel freely in Israel and 
the occupied territories for three months. "The result is 54 in favour. 48 
against. The immunity has been removed." said Knesset Speaker Shevah 
Weiss. The sanctions would mean police could prevent Mr. Mahameed 
from entering restricted military areas and visiting prisons during the 
period. He could be kept out of the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Mr. Mahameed, a resident and former mayor of the town of Umm At 
Fahm, made a speech in support of the Palestinian uprising during a visit 
to the Gaza Strip by 100 Israeli Arabs on Dec. 24. “As long as there is 
occupation there is struggle — and a struggle is not only by the stone but 
by all meats," he told cheering Palestinians. The rally was broadcast on 
Israel Television. 
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. Yemeni leader 
congratulates King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday re- 
ceaved a telephone call from 
~7 Yemeni President AH Abdullah 
Sateh, who congratulated the 
___■ Kjng on his safe return home and 
wished him continued good 
health. King Hussein thanked the 
Yemeni leader and wished him 
good health and happiness and 
die Yemeni people farther prog- 
ress and prosperity. 

Crown Prince 
q. attends exercises 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
• r Wednesday attended a day-long 

r training session by several Royal 
Military Police units. The Crown 
Prince watched military drills and 
a display of martial arts exercises 
and visited an exhibition of the 
Military Rehabilitation Centre 
displaying handicraft. 

Hassan II meets 
Prince Mohammad 

FEZ, Morocco (Petra) — King 
Hassan n of Morocco received at 
the. royal palace in Fez Wednes- 
day His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the personal repre- 
g sentative of His Majesty King 
Hussein. The meeting reviewed 
Jardan-Moroccan relations. The 
Moroccan monarch voiced his 
satisfaction over the. dose rela- 
tions between Jordan and Moroc- 
co and asked Prince Mohammad 
La .convey his greeting to King 
Hussein. Prince Mohammad con- 
veyed to the Moroccan leader the 
greetings of King Hpsseip. Prince 
Mohammad arrived in Morocco 
recently on a private visit. 

: Turkish company 

- files claim against 
Iraq 

4 GENEVA (R) — A Turkish con- 
struction company has tiled the 
first corporate dann against Iraq 
to a U.N. tribunal set up after the 
1991 Gulf war, diplomats said 
Wednesday. ENKA construction 
and industry company asked for 
S264.3 million for losses over' 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, which 
forced it to abandon the Bekhme 
Dam project in northeastern 
Iraq, according to a Turkish di- 
plomat. ..The U.N. 'compensation 
'• commission began accepting 
corporate claims from Jan. 1, and 
the Ankara-based firm was the' 
first to formally register a claim, 
contained in 26 large boxes deli- 
vered by truck Monday. 

. China, Oman urge 
peaceful solutions 

MUSCAT ( AP) — Chinese Forc : 
ign Minister Gian Qichen and his 
Omani counterpart. Yousef Ben 
Aiawi. Wednesday pledged to 
encourage peaceful settlements 
to regional disputes, the official 
Oman News Agency reported. 
“Points of view were similar on 
certain political issues," Mr. Ben 
Aiawi told the agency after a 
meeting with his Chinese guest. 
‘'The two countries call for peace 
and stability, and encourage rap- 
prochements between disputing 
parties." He said he reviewed 
with Mr. Qian developments in 
the Gulf and the Middle East and 
(he outcome of an October meet- 
ing in Beijing of a joint commit- 
tceyopervision trade and indust- 
rial cooperation. Mr. Qian's visit 
‘ to Oman coincided with a trip to 
Beijwg by Iran's revolutionary 
ffMBds commander, Mohsen Re- 
■ '^2aie, Chma is a key supplier of 
uvis to Iran, which is embroiled 
in a dispute with the United Arab 
Emirates over three strategic 
Guff islands. 

? Former Iran MP to 

- QOontrial 

• NICOSIA (R) — A former Ira- 
hWfl parliament deputy will go on 
~ . tnqj flex: month for killing a man 
*. during * partridge hunt, the first 
mower of the country’s Islamic 
elite, .t©; .be tried for a major 
common crime- The Iranian news 
agfcncjj TRNA quoted a judicial 
source a* saying Wednesday that 
Jalaiedgfa Farsi's trial would 
" opetr at the criminal court in 
• iKaraj/'.eO kilometres west of 
Tehran^ on Feb, 20. He is ac- 
cuadof shooting dead Sader 
Rctakhani, a villager, after they 
q&arrcHed when Farsi was burn- 
ing' partridge in the Taleqan 
mountains near Kara j in Septem- 
ber, IRNA said. 


House gives overwhelming 
endorsement to ’93 budget 

Sharif Zeid stresses efforts to address poverty, 
unemployment and to push administrative reform 


By Ayman AI Safadi 
and Masa Aloul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The House of Par- 
liament Wednesday gave an over- 
whelming vote of confidence to 
the draft budget for 1993 despite 
the critici s m the document re- 
ceived from the majority of the 55 
deputies who commented on it in 
four days of debate. 

Fifty-eight out of the 69 de- 
puties who attended the longest 
session of the 11th Parliament 
voted in favour of the document. 
Eleven parliamentarians were not 
present when the draft budget 
was endorsed as presented by the 
government. 

The House also gave its 
approval to the recommendations 
of- its Finance Committee even 
though it was not dear what the 
vote would amount to since the 
budget passed unchanged. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker responded to the commit- 
lee's recommendation to raise by 


ID 20 the salaries of public sector 
employees by saying “the raise 
will be granted when the pro- 
jected increase in revenue is 
achieved and in retroactive effect 
to Jan. 1." He said the govern- 
ment expected an increase in 
revenues. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh told the Jordan Times ear- 
lier the raise would not be 
granted if it led to a rise in the 
projected budget defidt and said 
the government would “ideally" 
be able to assess its revenues by 
mid-year. 

And even though Sharif Zeid 
did not specify the amount of the 
expected raise. Finance Commit- 
tee Chairman Abdullah Akaileh 
said be had enough assurances 
the government would grant its 
employees the JD 20 raise his 
committee recommended. 

“The raise will be substantial.” 
Sharif Zeid told the Jordan Times 
before leaving the House. 

In an address to the House 

(Continued on page 5) 


11 Islamists, leftists 
cast negative votes 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 1993 draft 
budget was passed Wednesday by 
58 of 69 deputies present with 
only a handful of hardcore Islam- 
ists and four other leftist and 
nationalist deputies voting 
against. 

While bloc voting has been in 
disarray for some time, three of 
the Parliament's five blocs voted 
'according to party line during the 
vote. The 15-member Nationalist 
Bloc (most of whose members 
were absent), the 15-member 
Constitutional Bloc and the six- 
member Independent Bloc all 
voted in favour of the govern- 
ment’s budget proposal. The 
Muslim Brotherhood Bloc and 
the Democratic Bloc split their 


votes. 

'While parliamentary observers 
had predicted earlier on in the 
debate that up to 20 deputies 
would vote against the budget, 
that estimate proved to be an 
over-estimation of the opposition 
to the budget proposal. 

While some observers had ex- 
pected up to six members of the 
nine-member Democratic Bloc to 
vote against the draft law, only 
three members. Fans Nabulsi, 
Mansour Murad and Bassam 
Had dad in, chose to do so when 
the count was taken Wednesday 
at noon. 

But split voting has been com- 
mon among members of the lef- 
tist and liberal Democratic Bloc 
for most of the last three years. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel indifferent toU.N. effort 


TEL AVIV (Agency) — Israel 
said Wed n esday its decision to 
expel more than 400 Palestinians 
to South Lebanon was final and it 
.expected nothing from a visit by a 
second U.N. envoy sent to de- 
mand Israel take them back. 

Chinmaya Gharekhan, special 
envoy of U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali, is due in Israel 
Thursday in an attempt to per- 
suade the Jewish state to let home 
the 415 Palestinians expelled 20 
days ago. 

“Boutros-Ghali .'asked me to 
send an envoy. I agreed. It 
doesn't change at all my film 
opinion those 415 people who 
were temporarily removed will 
not return to load before the 
period ends,” Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Wednesday. 

Israel says the evictees can 
return to their homes in die occupied 
territories after period of 
between nine months and two 
years. 

Dr. Ghali told the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Monday he might 
have to recommend further steps 
to make Israel comply if Mr. 
Gharekhan failed to secure their 
return. 

“All we can do is say we mil 
receive him (Gharekhan) in a 
civilised, open, and friendly way. 
More than that we have no ex- 
pectations,” Israel's ambassador 


to the United Nations, Gad 
Yaacobi, told army radio. 

He said Dr Ghali’s warning to- 
the Security Council, which de- 
manded on Dec. IS that Israel 
take back the evictees, was un- 
acceptable to Israel and would 
not help Mr. Gbarekhan's 
attempts to deal with the prob- 
lem. 

Israel expelled the Palestinians 
on Dec. 17 for alleged links to 
Muslim groups it said killed five 
soldiers. 

On Wednesday it announced it 
had arrested 22 alleged members 
of an Islamic Palestinian group 
that ambushed soldiers in Hebron 
in the occupied West Bank. 

In the occupied territories, 
Israeli troops shot and wounded 
three people m Jabalya camp in 
Gaza and two in Yalta near Heb- 
ron during a general strike called 
each month by the Islamic Jihad 
movement, Palestinians said. 

* Officials said Israel welcomed 
the chance to explain its position 
to Gharekhan, the second U.N. 
envoy in two weeks, and that its 
position was unchanged so long 
as leaders of the Islamic groups 
were bent on anti-Israeli vio- 
lence. 

“I do believe a solution mil be 
found.” Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said on U.S. televi- 
sion. “There are still many 


alternatives that we have not 
used.” He did not elaborate. 

- -The-'U.N- chief said in Cairo 
Wednesday he and Mr. 
Gharekhan would lay down a 
plan for Thursday’s talks with the 
Israelis “to find a sound settle- 
ment*' to the problem. He de- 
clined to elaborate. 

The expelled Palestinians ac- 
cused Israel of stalling to block 
their return home. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) which 
cares for Palestinian refugees, 
said it was seriously concerned at 
the worsening health of many of 
the men, left in a freezing South 
Lebanon tent camp for 20 days. 

• “In order to prevent this 
tragedy from worsening, I urge 
the international community to 
act quickly to find ways of provid- 
ing emergency humanitarian 
assistance," UNRWA cheif liter 
Turkmen added. 

The 415 exiled men however 
called on Mr. Gharekhan to de- 
mand the Jewish state take them 
back instead of trying to arrange 
for supplies to reach their camp. 

“If die arrival of the new envoy 
is to force Israel to implement 
(U.N. Security Council) Resolu- 
tion 799 then that would be an 
excellent step,” said Dr. Abdul 
Aziz Al Rantisi, a leader of the 
evictees. 


Israeli paper 
reports 
‘secret’ talks 
with Syria 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An 
Israeli newspaper said Wednes- 
day that Israel and Syria held 
secret talks in a European capital 
within the last two weeks. 

The Jerusalem Post, quoting 
senior Israeli officials, said the 
meeting was “ostensibly” outside 
the framework of Middle East 
peace talks. 

Asked about the repent. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's spokes- 
man Gad Ben-Ari insisted the 
only contacts with Syria were 
through formal Middle East 
peace talks, due to resume in 
Washington in February or 
March. 

But the Post said Israel sent 
“three representatives of the 
prime minister’s office and the 
defence ministry'’ to the meeting 
in Europe. 

“After completing the discus- 
sions, whose remains undis- 
closed, Israel's representatives 
put forward the idea for a territo- 
rial discussion ... the Syrians in- 
formed their Israeli counterparts 
by phone shortly thereafter that 
there was no need for a second 
meeting,” the paper said. 

Israel’s talks with Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and the Palesti- 
nians have been m recess since 

(Continued on page 5) 


Somalis agree in principle 
to national conference 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
Somali factions agreed in princi- 
ple Wednesday to hold a national 
reconciliation conference in their 
war-shattered capital in April. 

The rivals, meeting under Un- 
ited Nations auspices, also discus- 
sed a possible ceasefire in Soma- 
lia, where warfare, banditry and 
drought have killed at least 
350,000 people. 

The breakthrough came on the 
third day of meeting that had 
been marked by insults and 
shouting between the 14 invited 
groups. The original conference 
was only supposed to be two 
days. 

U.N. Secretaiy-General Bout- 
ros Ghali warned the factions 
Tuesday that international forces 
struggling to feed their starving 
people might give up and leave if 
an agreement was not reached. 

Dr. Ghali left early Wednesday 
for Ethiopia's breakaway north- 
ern republic of Eritrea and then 
flew on to his native Egypt. 

On Wednesday, the group sup- 
porting Somalia's most powerful 
warlord, Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, said the factions should 
reconvene here in one month, 
said conference sources. 

The meeting next month would 
review conditions before a con- 
ference in Mogadishu, the Somali 
capital, according to conference 
sources, who declined to be iden- 
tified. 

General- Aideed’s group earlier 


said it was too early to discuss a 
time and place for the proposed 
national reconciliation confer- 
ence . 

A second group, the Somali 
Salvation Democratic Front, 
argued for the reconciliation 
meeting to be held in Washing- 
ton, the sources said. 

The factions agreed Wednes- 
day that a committee should pre- 
pare for the April conference, but 
they were not able to agree to the 
committee's composition, the 
sources said. 

Discussions on the matter con- 
tinued late Wednesday, and the 
conference was to continue 
Thursday. 

Dr. Ghali on Tuesday warned 
against the conference's failure. 

“This is a purely humanitarian 
operation. It was not easy to 
obtain,” Dr. Ghali told the con- 
ference. “The international com- 
munity could forget it in (ess than 
24 hours. The Somalis must pre- 
serve this intervention." 

In a sign of U.S. resolve to 
crack down, in Somalia, special 
envoy Robert Oakley said m 
Washington Tuesday the United 
States was about to step up 
efforts to collect heavy weapons 
from armed factions in Somalia in 
a bid to wrest power from war- 
lords who dominate the country. 

“Now that we have more forces 
on the ground and those forces 

(Continued on page 3} 


Shaath 
does not 
rule out 
peace talks 
despite 
expulsions 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
official close to Middle East 
peace talks told an Arab East 
Jerusalem magazine he did not 
rule out Palestinians joining a 
new round of negotiations even if 
Israel refused to take back 400 
evictees stranded in Lebanon. 

Nabil Shaath, an aide to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, said in 
an interview published in Al 
Bayader Al Siyas magazine that 
be believed the next round of 
talks would take place in 
Washington in the first half of 
February. 

' “We should look at the two 
battles separately... a decision 
regarding the peace process 
should not come as a result of the 
criminal and arbitrary order 
taken by Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin,” Al Bayader 
quoted Dr. Shaath as saying. 

“Even if there was a decision to 
return to the negotiations table 
before the return of the evictees, 
the battie of their return should 
continue at the' negotiations table 
and outside,” he said. 

Palestinian negotiators have in- 
dicated they would not return to 
the peace talks unless Israel takes 
back the evictees it banished to 
South Lebanon on Dec. 17. 

Arab negotiators from Syria, 
Lebanon. Jordan and the Israeli- 
occupied territories boycotted the 
last day of theeigbth round of talks 
in Washington last month in pro- 
test at the expulsions. No date 
has been set for the next round of 
talks. 

Arafat meets Mubarak 

Mr. Arafat held talks with 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Cairo Wednesday on the fate of 
the 415 Palestinians, officials 
said. 

They said the meeting was 
attended by Osama Al Baz, Mr. 
Mubarak's top political adviser, 
and Saeed Kama), the Palestinian 
ambassador to Cairo. 

They refused to give further 
details. 

, Mr. Arafat arrived in the Egyp- 
tian capital Tuesday night and 
planned to stay for several days. 

It was still not known if the 
PLO leader would meet U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
li, who was also in Cairo. ' 

The secretaiy-general said he 
would hold talks with his new 
special emissary. Chinmaya 
Gharekhan, on a plan to resolve 
the crisis over the evictees during 
talks in Israel Thursday. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zod Ben Shaker Wednesday 
addresses the Lower House of Parliament at the 


conclusion of the Home debate on the 1993 draft 
budget (photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


U.S. and allies prepare 
ultimatum over Iraq missiles 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush told con- 
gressional leaders Wednesday he 
was weighing action against an 
Iraqi anti-aircraft missile threat, 
and sources said the United 
States and its allies were prepar- 
ing an ultimatum to Baghdad. 

The diplomatic sources, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said the United States, Britain 
and France would demand that 
Iraq withdraw surface-to-air mis- 
siles it has deployed in southern 
Iraq where they menace allied 
warplanes enforcing “no-fly 
zone’ 'against Iraqi aircraft. 

Mr. Bush discussed the crisis, 
which has erupted in the final two 
weeks of his presidency, during 
an Oval Office meeting with con- 


gressional leaders that lasted over 
an hour. 

“The president said that he's 
consulting with our allies. He has 
made no decision, he’s weighing 
all options.” Senate Democratic 
leader George Mitchell told re- 
porters. 

Also present were House 
Speaker Tom Foley, Senate Re- 
publican leader Bob Dole and 
House Republican leader Bob 
Michel. 

They said no decision had been 
made on a deadline for removal 
of tire missiles, but that Mr. Bush 
was determined to prevail in the 
latest test of wills with Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Mitchel said Mr. Bush told 
the leaders that he was president 


until 1200 EST (1700 GMT) on 
Jan. 20 and was prepared to use 
the powers of that office until 
President-elect Bill Clinton takes 
the oath of office and succeeds 
him. 

The diplomats said in New 
York that Iraq would be given 48 
hours to remove the missiles and 
slop locking its radar onto U.S. 
planes patrolling the "no-fly 
zone. 

Final wording of the warning is 
being discussed there by Amer- 
ican, French, British and Russian 
diplomats and was to be pre- 
sented later Wednesday or Thurs- 
day to Nizar Hamdoun, the Iraqi 
representative at the United Na~ 

(Continued on page 5) 


Tanker threatens huge oil spill 


SUMBURGH. Scotland (R) — 
An oil tanker wrecked on the 
rocky shore of the Shetland is- 
lands began breaking up on 
Wednesday threatening to dis- 
gorge its huge load into wildlife 
areas and fishing grounds. 

“It is breaking up. The bow is 
moving,” an official from the 
Department of Transport marine 
pollution control unit said. 

The Liberian-registered and 
American-owned Braer ran onto 
the jagged rocks Tuesday after 
losing power in heavy weather on 
its way to Quebec, Canada, with 
an 84 .500- tonne load of Norwe- 
gian crude. 

• As dawn broke Wednesday 
pollution control experts hoped a 
major European pollution disas- 
ter could be averted because the 
vessel had apparently survived 
the night in one piece. But by late 
afternoon the worst was feared as 
it began to come apart. 

The Department of Transport 
official said a salvage team bad 
been trying to board the tanker to 
assess the damage and the 
amount of oil still on board when 
the tanker began to break up. 


A 11-kilometre slick stretched 
from the vessel, which went 
aground with its load of heavy, 
sulpborous oil — double that 
spilled in Alaska by the Exxon 
Valdez in 1989. 

Government aircraft bom- 
barded the slick with chemicals to 
try to disperse the brown mousse 
stretching from the ship, west- 
wards towards rich fishing 
grounds and some of the most 
precious wildlife areas in Europe. 

The American owner of the 
Braer, Bergvall Hudner Ship- 
ping, Wednesday expressed 
“deep regret" at the accident 

Questions have been raised ab- 
out the cause of the wreck. Crew 
members said the Braer lost all 
power and control after slatwater 
entered the fuel supply. 

“The cause of the engine 
breakdown and blackout is under 
investigation and the owners are 
cooperating fully with both the 
Liberian flag and the U.K. gov- 
ernment inquiries,'’ the company 
said in a statement received in 
London. 

It said the ship was fully certifi- 
cated by leading authorities and 


had passed its annual U.S. coast- 
guard inspection within the last 
two months. 

Barry Cork, managing director 
of Star Offshore in Aberdeen., 
said his firm's tug Star Sirius had 
reached the stricken tanker two 
hours before it went aground. 
“But unfortunately there was no- 
one on the tanker’' to help attach 
a tow line, Mr. Cork told British 
radio. 

Some crew were put back on 
the tanker about 20 minutes be- 
fore it hit the rocks, but they were 
unable to hook up with the tug. 
he said. 

“If there had been somebody 
on the ship prepared to give him a 
wire or a line on the tanker, (the 
tug captain) could have con- 
nected up and without any doubt 
... this thing wouldn't have hap- 
pened," Mr. Cork said. 

Bob Driver, regional controller 
of coast guard search and rescue 
in Aberdeen, defended the deci- 
sion to evacuate the crew of 34. 
‘The first priority is the safety of 
life, and that was the crew." he 
said. 


Status of detainees in Egypt unclear 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Reports that ab- 
out 90 Jordanians detained in 
Egyptian jails have launched a 
hunger-strike to protest their 
detention could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed, but 
sources said efforts were under 
way to ascertain details of 
Jordanian prisoners in Egypt. 

According to a report in the 
Paris-based Al Muharrar news- 
paper which was quoted by the 
Arabic-language daily Al Dus- 
tour, 89 Jordanian detainees 
are on hunger-strike — 12 of 
them m Cairo's Turra prison 
and the rest in the notorious 
Abu Zabel prison — to protest 
their “arbitrary detention.” 
The report named the 89, but 
did not give further details. 

The Egyptian embassy in 
Amman said it had no informa- 
tion and referred all inquiries 
to the Foreign Ministry in 
Cairo. 

Informed sources, however, 
confirmed that dozens of 
Jordanian passport-holders 
were detained in Egyptian jails 
but asserted that the deten- 


tions were on "security 
grounds." 

According to the sources, 
most of the detainees are of 
Palestinian origin holding 
Jordanian passport. They in- 
clude Islamist activists as well 
as those who once fought with the 
Afghan Mujahedeen and went 
to Egypt and Sudan after the 
end of the Afghan dvil war. 

Others include students as 
well as alleged activists of va- 
rious Palestinian groups such 
as Hamas and other radical 
factions, the sources said. 

“Some of them were de- 
tained after being found in- 
volved with Egyptian under- 
ground groups while others 
were caught trying to smuggle 
arms and explosives into Egyp- 
tian territory,” said one of the 
sources, adding that the arrests 
were made at "various Egyp- 
tian border points, including 
(the port of) Nuweibeh as well 
as Cairo airport.” 

Other sources said the 
Jordanian government was in 
touch with the Egyptian au- 
thorities to get complete de- 
tails of Jordanians being held 
in Egypt, the drcumstances of 


their arrest and the charges, if 
any, they are convicted of or 
are under trial for. 

There was no immediate 
means to ascertain the total 
number of Jordanian passport- 
holders held in Egyptian jails, 
but informed sources said it 
was definitely more than the % 
reported by At Muharrar. 

According to the sources, 
most of the detainees have not 
been put on trial or charged 
with any crime since emergen- 
cy provisions permit the au- 
thorities to detain suspects 
without trial. 

Families of some of the de- 
tained have approached rhe 
Jordanian government appeal- 
ing for intervention to secure 
their release. 

The detainees include sever- 
al people who were found to 
have travelled to Iraq recently. 

Travellers say Jordanians 
have to go through harassment 
at customs and security inspec- 
tions at Egyptian borler 
points. Anyone who is fc nd 
to have travelled to Iraq re- 
cently is turned back, accord- 

(Coutinued on page 5) 
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Yemen gives militant 
24 hours to surrender 


A Palestinian evictee dries his clothes in front of his tent In south Lebanon (AFP photo) 


Israeli expulsion deprived Palestinian 
negotiators of mandate, delegate says 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
negotiator has said he feared 
Israel's expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians last month has cost his 
delegation the popular support 
necessary to continue Middle 
East peace talks. 1 

“What enabled us to negotiate 
was that we maintained a major- 
ity in support of the talks. But 
now. we have lost that majority/' 
said Ghassan A1 Khatib, a dele- 
gate from the occupied West 
Bank. 

The 14 Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators were selected by local 
leaders from the occupied terri- 
tories before the talks began in 
Oct. 1991. 

Opinion polls taken shortly af- 
ter showed a majority among the 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip supported the 
talks. 

Though there have been no 
opinion polls since the Dec. 17 
expulsions, many Palestinian 
journalists have reported support . 
for the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas and other' 'groups " 
opposed to Middle East peace 
talks has surged in the past 
month. 

The 415 Palestinians expelled 
to Lebanon were accused by 
Israel of links to Hamas and other 
rejectionist groups. The peace 
negotiators are backed by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion which rivals Hamas for lead- 
ership in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Rabin has said the expul- 
sions would weaken opponents of 
talks between Israel and Syria. 
Lebanon. Jordan and Palesri- 


But Palestinians have argued 
the expulsion was a major blow to 
the peace process and warned 
they would not attend a new 
round of talks unless Israel re- 
turns the evictees. 

The evictees are now stuck in 
harsh conditions in Israeli and 
Lebanese lines. 

“We will not attend the nego- 
tiations unless the (expellees) are 
returned home and unless new 
terms for the negotiations are 
found," said chief Palestinian 
negotiator Haidar Abdul Shaft on 
Monday. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi and other 
negotiators have been frustrated 
by the lack of progress during 
eight round of talks in Washing- 
ton. Arab delegates boycotted 
the final day of die last round in 
protest at the expulsions. 

The talks are expected to re- 
sume in February or March but 
no date has been set. 

Libai: ‘Grave step’ 

. . - ' - l 

Justice Minister David Libai ,~ 
die only Israeli cabinet minister 
to oppose the expulsions, "broke 
his silence Tuesday calling it a 
“grave step.” 

Speaking to Israel Television, 
Mr. Libai based his opposition 
mainly on legal grounds saying 
the expellees were never given a 
chance to appeal before being 
bused to Lebanon on Dec. 17. 

Israel rushed the expulsions 
past the customary procedures, 
ultimately backed by the supreme 
court, in a crackdown on the 
Hamas and IsIamic r Jihad move- 
ments, groups blamed for the 
slayings of six Israeli troopers. 


But Lebanon refused to take 
them and they have remained 
between Lebanese and Israeli 
forces. 

“The supreme court has ruled 
in the past that it was possible to 
deport people,” Mr. Libai said. 
“But only under certain condi- 
tions — that every person slated 
for deportation had the right to 
appeal before hand.” 

He said the decision to deport 
people before an appeal “cancels 
their elementary rights.” 

“In effect, the government of 
Israel has been given the oppor- 
tunity to load people ... onto 
buses or ships and deport them 
without even giving them the 
right to determine whether it is 
them or not, or whether the 
suspicions against them are with 
foundation/' Mr. Libai said. 

“This is the main question 
which troubles those who have 
doubts over this grave step,” he 
added. 

Indeed, Israel has admitted 
-that -at* least rlfl ofithe 415 were 
- expelled due- to -mistaken -identi- 
fication and can return. Their 
return, however, has been con- 
founded by a deadlock over what 
route they should take. 

Mr. Libai. who on Tuesday 
became the first minister of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s govern- 
ment to visit a Jewish settlement 
in the occupied West Bank, was 
interviewed in the town of Ariel. 

Mr. Libai hinted Mr. Rabin left 
him out of the expulsion decision 
and therefore he had little influ- 
ence in halting it. He said he later 
pleaded for a postponement in 
order to reexamine the matter, 
but this was rejected. 


Also Tuesday, the visiting 
chairman of the Russian parlia- 
ment voiced his opposition to the 
expulsions calling it a “tragedy.” 

Winding up a two-day tour, 
Ruslan Hasbolatov warned that 
all sides had to be careful not to 
take steps that would endanger 
the Middle East peace talks, 
sponsored jointly by the United 
States and Russia. 

Mr. Libai said he, attorney 
general Yosef Harish and state 
prosecutor Dorit Beinish only 
learned of the expulsion plan 
“very dose to the time of taking 
the decision /' 

Mr. Beinish refused to repre- 
sent the state in civil rights 
appeals against the expulsions in 
the high court of justice. Mr. 
Harish, in a rare court appear- 
ance. argued for the government. 

Israel said the evictees could 
appeal their expulsion indirectly 
through relatives to a military 
tribunal only after they were 
banished- 
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-Erekatfc to. visit Japan ■ . 

' Saeb Erekat, another Palesti- 
nian delegate from the occupied 
territories will pay an 11-day visit 
to Japan from Sunday, a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said on Wednesday. 

Dr. Erekat is a professor at Al 
Najah University in the West 
Bank city of Nablus and a deputy 
to the head of the Palestinian 
delegation to Middle East peace 
talks. He will meet senior minis- 
try officials and business leaders. 

The ministry said it was inviting 
Dr. Erekat to promote the talks. 


Pentagon proposes $4. 5b tank sale to Kuwait 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Pentagon has informed Con- 
gress of the proposed sale of S4.5 
billion in M I - A2 tanks and other 
military equipment to Kuwait, it 
was announced Tuesday. 

If approved by Congress as 
expected, the move will boost 
weapons-reiated industries in 
Michigan. Pennsylvania, Indiana 
and California. 

The move to purchase 256 
Abrams tanks — a top-of-the line 
U.S. weapon — is part of a 
10-year plan to rebuild Kuwait's 
shattered defenses in the wake of 
the Gulf war. 

The tanks will make up the 
bulk of Kuwait's armoured force, 
said a Pentagon official who 
asked not to be identified. 

The proposed sale, which was 
announced at the Pentagon, is 
not expected to he opposed in 
Congress. Lawmakers have 30 
days to vote down the sale. 

The sale includes a large num- 


ber of support vehicles and 
assorted armament, including 46 
M-88 recovery vehicles. 125 
armoured personnel carriers. 30 
mortar carriers. 1.178 machine 
guns. 967 radio systems, 132 
troop and cargo carriers. 460 
tactical and commercial heavy 
equipment transporters. 130.000 
rounds of 120-mm tank ammuni- 
tion. spare and reserve parts and 
other items to maintain the 
equipment and train the Kuwaiti 
military that will use it. the 
announcement said. 

“The sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national secur- 
ity of the United States by help- 
ing to improve the security of a 
friendly country which is an im- 
portant force for stability and 
political and economic progress 
in the Middle East ” the Penta- 
gon statement said. 

The announcement said the 
sale would require “the assign- 
ment of a significant number of 


U.S. government personnel and 
contractor representatives” to 
Kuwait, but it did not say how 
many. 

The Pentagon official said it 
would probably take up to two 
years for the tanks to be deli- 
vered- 

Kuwait announced in October 
that it had chosen the Abrams 
over a British tank, but no speci- 
fic numbers for the sale were 
announced. 

There are still 17,000 U.S. 
military personnel in the Gulf 
region, but no breakdown was 
available on the number in 
Kuwait. 

However, since the U.S.-led 
coalition drove Iraq from Kuwait 
in Operation Desert Storm, the 
Pentagon has staged near- 
continual exercises in Kuwait in 
the effort to bolster its military 
forces. 

The sale of the Ml-A2s. the 
main U.S. battle tank in the war. 


comes as a White House spokes- 
man said official are very concerned 
about Iraq's placement of anti- 
aircraft missiles near the area 
patrolled by U.S. fighter jets over 
Iraq's southern “no-fly” zone. 

The United States in Septem- 
ber of 1991 signed a defence 
cooperation agreement with 
Kuwait, which would give U.S. 
forces to the emirate in a regional 
emergecy. 

The Bush administration has 
pressed longtime U.S. ally Israel 
not to oppose continued arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia and other 
“moderate” Arab states. Saudi 
Arabia is still officially at war 
with Israel. 

Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger assured the Israeli 
government in a letter Last year 
that the United States would 
maintain U.S. military aid to the 
Jewish state as its current level of 
SI. 8 billion a year. 


ADEN, Yemen (R) — Yemen's 
government Wednesday gave a 
fugitive Muslim militant 24 hours 
to surrender to troops ringing his 
mountain hideout, security 
sources said. 

They said the deadline gave 
three members of parliament 
more time to negotiate with 
Tareq Ben Nasser Ben Hussein 
Al Fadhli, wanted in connection 
with bombings and an assassina- 
tion attempt in Aden, to give 
himself up. 

Mr. Fadhli, a member of the 
families that controlled South Ye- 
men before its independence 
from Britain in 1967, has been 
hiding in the AJ Maraqsha moun- 
tains, north of Ibian province 70 
kilometres east of Aden, since 
Friday. 

Troops besieged his family's 
mountain stronghold east of 
Aden after previous efforts failed 
to persuade him to surrender. 

The sources said Mr. Fadhli, 
26, son of the last sultan of Ibian, 
has heavy weapons and is backed 
by 70 to 100 followers. 

They said he was given a 
guarantee for his safety if he 
surrendered but was told he 
would be prosecuted if found to 


be connected with the bombings 
or assassination attempt. 

An Interior Ministry official 
said Mr. Fadhli was a suspect in 
an assassination attempt on a 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) 
member and bombings in two 
hotels in Aden last month. 

His family fled to Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf countries after 
South Yemen's independence but 
returned under a general amnesty 
when North and South Yemen 
united in 1990. 

Two Muslim militants were 
arrested for a. machinegun attack 
two weeks ago on Ali Saleh Ubad 
Muqbd, bead of the YSP branch in 
Ibian, in which Mr. Muqbet and a 
bodyguard were wounded. 

Police said the attackers were 
trained and fought with the Mu- 
jahedeen against Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan and told police Mr. 
Fadhli planned Mr. Muqbel's kill- 
ing. 

Police also arrested two Mus- 
lim militants for bomb blasts in 
two Aden hotels last Tuesday 
which killed an Austrian tourist 
and a Yemeni hotel worker. 
Police said the militants belonged 
to the Jihad organisation. 


Algerian press in furore 
over arrest of journalists 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Alger- 
ia's independent press unani- 
mously denounced Wednesday 
the detention of six journalists 
ordered to stand trial for report- 
ing the killing of five gendarmes. 

In a joint statement headlined 
“Free our colleagues" seven 
newspapers called for immediate 
release of the journalists from the 
newspaper Al Watan. 

They published the demand 
amid growing tension between 
the press and the army-backed 
government which announced 
Tuesday it will soon impose cen- 
sorship on security reports in its 
war with Muslim militants. 

An Algiers judge ordered the 
journalists Tuesday to stand trial 
on five charges punishable with 
up to 10 years' jail, according to 
the official news agency AI%. 

They include Al Watan’s man- 
aging director Omar Belhoucbet, 
-its managing.. editor and -.editor 
•and -three staff. •»•«* 

They Were arrested Saturday 
and the newspaper suspended for 
reporting the killing of the gen- 
darmes by suspected militants of 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
whom authorities blame for kill- 
ing 210 members of the security 
forces in 1992. 

The facts of last week's killings 
have not been challenged by the 
official press. 

The Communications Ministry 
said Al Watan was suspended for 
“premature” reporting of an 
event in a place covered by 
"national defence secrecy.” 

The gendarmerie told Algerian 
journalists the newspaper bad not 
given them time to deploy forces 
to track the gendarmes' killers or 
to contact the families of the dead 
man. 

They said the source of the 
report must have been the killers 
of a “mole” in the security ser- 
vices whose identity they deman- 
ded. 

The charges against the Al 
Watan journalists include de- 
liberate publication of false or 
tendentious information likely to 
undermine state security, and di- 
vulging military information not 
cleared by the authorities. 

The statement signed by the 
managing directors of the seven 
newspapers said journalists were 
not above the law but were not 
“terrorists” nor their accom- 
plices. 

“The incarceration of our col- 
leagues from Al Watan deals a 
very severe blow against the 
cohesion of the forces whp strug- 
gle.. .each day against the ruin of 
institutions and violence/' it 
added. 

A separate statement by Al 


Watan called the charges “abu- 
sive, arbitrary, illegal and scanda- - 
lous.” It said they amounted to 
“an orchestrated conspiracy.” 

Relations between the press 
and the authorities have grown 
increasingly tense since Algeria's 
experiment with democracy went 
wrong last year. 

Muslim militants launched a 
guerrilla war against the govern- 
ment because it cancelled a 
general election which the FIS 
was poised to win, outlawed the 
movement and imposed a nation- 
al state of emergency. 

Authorities have since sus- 
pended several papers but deny 
“any intention to undermine the 
press or journalists.” 

They say the top priority is to 
crush “terrorists” — the official 
term for the militants. 

Those facing trial are managing 
director Omar Belhouchet, man- 
aging editqr Abflul Rczgk Merad,; 
editor Tayeb 'Beighiche,-and> 
journalists; 'Onfar^Bifyithe, 1 
AhmacT'Afiber and Naoera Be- 
ns li. 

Newspapers which signed the 
joint statement were Le Journal, 
Le Matin, Alger Republicain, Al 
Macfaar, Al Khabar, L’Opinion, 
•Le Soir d’Aigerie. 

Government spokesman Mes- 
saoud Ait Challal said Tuesday 
information concerning all 
aspects of security would be sub- 
ject to an “embargo” and pub- 
lishable only after “the accord of 
the competent services.” There 
was no elaboration. 

“We need a varied press which 
criticises us, suggests actions, cor- 
rects us,” the spokesman said. 
“But there are sacred limits not 
to go beyond stemming from 
respect for the higher interests of 
the nation.” 

There has heretofore been no 
rules governing reporting by the 
Algerian press on almost daily 
attacks by armed fundamentalists 
on police or ripostes by the secur- 
ity forces in their campaign to 
decimate the armed groups. 

However, the press is already 
working under strict rules that are 
part of an anti-terrorism law 
issued in September, barring pap- 
ers from publishing statements 
from underground groups that 
could be deemed subversive. 

The attacks appear to have 
stepped up since a 10 JO p.m. to S 
a.m. curfew was imposed Dec. 5 
as part of the campaign. 

Al Watan is not the first of 
Algeria's many dailies to come 
under fire for its reporting on the 
security situation. Other papers 
have been chastised for reporting 
unconfirmed incidents or in- 
formation that proved false. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN B|HBP . 
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France to auction off unpaid Iraqi parts * 

PARIS CR)- — A French state firm is to auction off fighter plane 
parts ordered by Iraq before the Gulf war but never paid for,' 
defence ministry officials said Wednesday. Mirage Fl engine para 
worth 130 million francs ($23.6 million) will come under the 
hammer at a public sale on Jan. 21. Proceeds wiH go. toward 
settling Baghdad's debts to the French aircraft engine manufac^ 
turer Snecma. Iraq cannot pay for them or receive them because 
the country is covered by a United Nations amts embargo. The 
starting price will be 40 million francs ($7.3 mittioa), said 
auctioneer Francois Gride] acting for a Snecma subsidiary. Some 
II countries which fly Mirage Fl planes, including Venezuela* 
Ecuador, Greece, Spain and Kuwait — the country which Iraq 
invaded in 1990 — have been invited. Officials said they would 
have a final say on the sale. Libya, which is under a French anu 
embargo, was not invited. 

Israel grants $380 million for Intel chip l 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel approved a $380 million grant to support 
a big upgrade of a plant of computer chip manufacturer InteP 
Israel. The money, spread over seven years, was approved under 
a law audio rising state grants covering 38 per cent of high 
technology business ventures in occupied Jerusalem, Israeli 
Finance Minister Abraham Shohat said. The cost of the upgrade 
is estimated at $1 billion. Treasury spokeswoman EUsheya Braun 
said it was now up to U.S.-based Intel Corporation, parent of 
Intel Israel, to give the plan its final go-ahead. Israel would then 
review the plan again, but officials said that review would be a 
formality. Intel Israel officials were unavailable for comment on 
the announcement. Intel had proposed a 10-year investment plan, 
to Israel, but legally grants can only be for seven years, Ms. Braun 
said. Intel Israel, established in 1974, has facilities in Haifa, Te| 
Aviv and occupied Jerusalem. . .* 

Russia criticises Israeli expulsions . j 

MOSCOW (R) — The Russian Foreign Minister has said Israel's 
expulsion of 415 Palestinians violated international law. Spokes- 
man Sergei Yastrzhembsky, answering a question at a news 
briefing, said Moscow understood Israel's which to protect its 
citizens from attack, but could not support the expulsions. “Wt? 
consider them a violation of international law and of Israeli 
international obligations/' he said. “We are counting on jf 
satisfactory solution being found soon in the framework of the 
efforts of the U.N. secretary-general.” 

Egyptian-born named for Israel prize * 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Egyptian-bom scientist Ahmad H. ZewaJl 
was named Tuesday as ihe recipient of the 1993 Wolf Prize iq 
chemistry. Dr. Zewail, 46, was bom in Alexandria where he. 
received his B.S. and master’s degrees. He earned his PH. D] 
from the University of Pennsylvania and has been a professor aj 
the California Institute of Technology since 1976. Dr. Zewail was 
cited as a pioneer in the use of ultrafast lasers to study chemical 
reactions in “femtoseconds,” or one thousandth-millionthj 
millionth of a second, a statement from the Wolf Foundation said] 


It said by this method he obtained “the first direct observation of 
bond breakage in a molecule.” The Israel-based Wolf Foundation 
awards $100,000 annual prizes in chemistry, agriculture] 
mathematics, medicine, physics and the arts. The other prizes wil 
be announced later. President Chaim Herzog will award the 
prizes on May 16. The Wolf prizes were established in 1975 by thi 
lafc Ricardq Wolf to pcompte science and.art,fo/„bje benefit, of 
-ma&Jand/A Genwan-b^ p^rsirist, Wofr- immigrated -to Guto 
before World War I and served as its ambassador to Israel, whete 
he died in 1981. ■■*■•-»=* * j 

Israeli man buried as Russian woman ! 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A man was buried as a dead Russian woman 
and when the mix-up was discovered minutes iater he was dug up 
and reburied elsewhere, this time in the presence of his family] 
officials said Tuesday. The mistake was discovered when Yosef 
Maimon’s children came to a hospital morgue to identify his body] 
but when they lifted the sheet they found a woman instead, sate 
Hava Goldberg, spokesperson of Haemek Hospital. Morticians 
and family members rushed to cemetery outside of the northern 
town of Afula and found that Maim on, who was 78 years om 
when he died, had already been buried in the Russian immigrants 
place, she said. She said gravediggers, at the family’s request 
then dug Maimon’s body out and replaced it with the woman’s. 
The identity of the Russian immigrant was not immediately know] 
Reporters said the body-switch took place without informing tU 
woman's family. The body mix-up, which took place Monday] 
drew the wrath of the regional religious head. Rabbi David EluA 
who ordered an investigation and vowed to take steps againsa 
those responsible. Golderg raid the mortician had apparently 
been pushed for time and “got confused." f 

Swiss businessman denies Iran spying { 
charges • 

ZURICH (AP) — A Swiss businessman jailed by Iran for 10 « 
months returned home on bail Tuesday and denied Iranian' spying 
charges. Hans Buehler, a salesman of communications equipme$ 
for government use, said he was arrested March 18 at a private 
partywhere he was served “a cola drink with home-made vodka . i" 
Drinking alcohol is banned in Iran. Mr. Buehler was charged with 
illegal contacts with army officers,” corruption and iUegtjl 
consumption of alchoholic beverages. Illegal contacts with mitis- 
ary personnel means espionage in Iran. Mr. Buehler, 52, was 
freed on bail Monday after a military court trial. His Swii 
employer, the Crypto A.G. Company, said it paid 'the bait, 
describing it only as “very high.” Mr. Buehler denied spying, 
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militaryespionage, h e said. He said he had a^lo^df^7si5p 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tci: 7731 1 1- IV 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:38 Documentary 

19:00 Ncwn in French 

**=■* Vanoo 

•W* NcwiinHchrcw 

2<H00 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Uncle Buck 

21:10 The Human Factor 

22:00 New* in English 

22:20 

ut the »«*. "Cortnnc Wilbatm - ' 


PRAYER TIMES 


F*ir 

/Sunrise J Duti it 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

'hln 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swxfllth 
Tel. K1II74II 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel 

6327X5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aunuoctatloa Tel. 
*37440. 

D* b Sulk Church Tel. 661757 
Temsanta Church Tel: 62236b 


Church or the Annundattau Tel. 
623541. 

AMgfieu Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
62HSU. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tci. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tci. 
K27WI. 0X5326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Chun* al Jens Christ of Lattcr- 
D*y Saab Tci. S23K24 and 654932. 
Church of the Nazarene Tci. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Low clouds will increase gradually, 
tempera lures will drop and rain is 
expected to fall. Winds will he south- 
westerly fnah. 

Mm. /max. temp. 

Amman 03 / m 

Aqaba 7 / u 

Doan* 4/H 

Jordan VaHcy 8 / 15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16. Aqaha 16. Humidity readings: 
Amman 49 per cent. Aqaba 62 per 
cent. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Mohammad Al Swai 776149 

• Dr. Abas Al Hakim KK588D 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nahawi .... 693925 

Dr. Khalil Moadi 7435(11 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrtkw. pharmacy 77K336 

Al Astcma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy 63766(1 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRKD; 

Dr. Ali Al Saman 244(153 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zcyad Hawatmch 993267 

Khalifch pharmacy 9854 I 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Gvil Defense Department 6< 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 6; 

Gvil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.62! 1 1 1.6; 

Fire Brigade Jfi 

Blood Bank 71 

Highway Police IP 

Traffic Police W 

Public Security Department .... 6j 

Hotel Complaints 6( 

Price Complaints 6t 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints K 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 71 

Telephone Information 

(directory assstance) 

Overseas Calls 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 61 

Ahdah Telephone Repairs 6 t 

Jordan Television 71 

Radio Jordan 71 

Water Authority 61 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... KI5615 
Electric Power 

Company 6363K1 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Ind. Airport tK-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813732 

KhaIRK Maternity, J.Attui... M42KU6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcbani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hoqntal 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbauK 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali . v 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

ALBashir.J. Ashrafidi 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marfca 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 60224050 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital . 

ibn Sira Hospital 

Altfiicm Modem Hospital ... 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital . 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital:... 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... 


. (09)900560 
. (09)986732 
._. (09)990990 

. (02)275555 
(02)272275 
. ((12)247100 


. (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77kj information s supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) infor mat io n depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia lmcmatkavd 
Airport Tci. (08/53200-5. where U 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

S5M Singapore. Kuala Lumper (RJ) 


® ! 1S — - Sanaa (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

•9:15 . — ... Cairo. Aqaha (RJ) 

WJ* New DcSti (RJ) 

10=15 - Beirut (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

17:00 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

!•=•• Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

I&25 London. Berlin (RJ) 

■9:10 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

2M6 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

20:10 Rome (Rj) 

2fc30 — Athens. Lamaca (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

1&40 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (CF) 

13=00 Riyadh (SU) 

16e35 .. — Istanbul (TK) 

17XN Dubai (EA) 

Cairo (MS) 

31=85 Lamaca (CY) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) • 

*6:15 - Beirut (RJ) 

11=00 Romc(Rj) 

11# Aba Dhabi (RJ) 


11:15 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

!*•• Paris (rj) 

12=18 London (RJ) 

1240 ............. Lamaca. Athens (Rj) 

2fc30 Jeddah (RJ) 

2*30 Bahrain Doha (Rj) 

2M5 Damascus (RJ) 

21:40 Dubui. Muscat (RJ) 

2240 .... Koala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


other Flights (Tatminal 2 }' 

Damascus. Paris (Al^ 

Larnpca,.Vkaina (Gsl 

Aba Dhabi. Muscat (GR) 
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Social services to be discussed 
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j AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 58 
[ heads' of nraniapal councils in 
j 7oidan’are gathering Thursday at 
| the Jordan University of Science 
and ^Technology (JUST) in 
Rarafha to (fiscuss means of pro- 
viding better services to the pub- 
lic and upgrade their perform- 
. anee. 

| - Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
! tal Affairs and the Environment 
i Dr. AbduLRazzak Tubeishat cal- 
I led the meeting which will group 
j heads of joint services councils in 

• die Kingdom. Discussions will 

• t ackle means of stimulating the 
{ rofe-of -these councils in public 

• fafcty zmd protection of environ- 
> meat affairs, according to a 

• flnmscy statement. 

{ The 58 notables represent 16 

• joint services councils in the gov- 
i cm orates of Irbid, Amman, 
: Madaba, Maan, Balqa, Karak, 
; Zarqa, Mafraq and Tafileb. The 
; brain child of this meeting was a 
‘ call by His Royal Highness 


Crown Prince Hassan during a 
municipalities seminar held in 
Irbid in September of 1977, the 
statement pointed out. Mean- 
while. the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affaire and the En- 
vironment is reported to be gear- 
ing up for contributing to the 
general efforts of the electrifica- 
tion of the rural regions and 
villages in Jordan. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Asem Ghosbeh announced that 
special technical teams from the 
ministry were preparing plans to 
be presented to the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) for the 
supply of electric power. 

The government last month 

took the first practical step to- 
■ wards the implementation of a JD 
25 million project for the electri- 
fication of 450 villages and settle- 
ments in rural regions in Jordan 
by signing deals to acquire loans 
for the project. 

The Jordan Islamic Bank (JIB) 


is to provide JD 6 million while 
the Social Security Corporation 
(SSQ will offer JD 2 million 
under the deals signed by minis- 
ter of energy and mineral re- 
sources. 

In 1993, 200 villages will be 
electrified under the supervision 
of the JEA, according to project 
director Samih Ujeilat 
■ Mr. Gbosheh said that a special 
ministry team is setting priorities 
as to which villages are to be 
electrified. The JEA has so far 
received 85 plans for villages and 
other areas to be electrified and 
the rest will be handed over in 
two weeks time. Mr. Gbosheh 
said. 

He added that the ministry was 
coordinating efforts with the JEA 
in die coarse of implementing the 
project in which the Jordan Elec- 
tric Power Company (JEPCO) 
and the Irbid District Electricity 
Company are involved. 


Jordan, Britain cooperate 
on business course 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman 1 
based Arab Institute for Banking 
Studies (AIBS) announced 
Wednesday that it has embarked 
On a distance learning education- 
al programme for post graduate 
studies in business administration 
which is the first of its kind. 

“We have reached an agree- 
ment with the Universities of 
Manchester and Wales in Great 
Britain to operate courses of dis- 
tance learning for students seek- 
ing masters degree in business 
administration and the program- 
me started at the beginning of the 
new year.” Dr. Mustafa Hudcib 
AISB director general, said: 

He told the Jordan Times that 
a total of 40 participants on the 
course are Arab nationals from 
Jordan, Egypt. Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Kuwait and Oman. 


’ “We are still receiving more 
and more applications for parti- 
cipation in this programme which 
is being run on a two term basis 
starting January and July each 
years,” he said. 

The programme, offers post 
graduate students the chance to 
acquire a degree recognised not 
only by Britain but also by the 
British Institute for Bankers. 

Dr. Hudeib said that em- 
ployees in banks, financial in- 
stitutions, insurance companies 
arid others can register in the 
course. 

A total of 600 participants from 
around the world of whom 297 
are from Britain have already 
taken the course. He said that 
these come from the USA, Cana- 
da, Latin America, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Australia in addition to 
the Arab world. 


Icelandic minister arrives 


/*: 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Iceland’s 
Minister of Communications 
Halldor Blondal arrived in Am- 
man Wednesday for a four-day 
visit to Jordan during which be 
will hold talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
other government leaders m elud- 
ing the ministers of tourism and 
posts and communications. 

Mr, Blondal who arrived here 
room Egypt is expected to discuss 
and conclude an agreement on 
pHtrism between Iceland and Jor- 
dan catering to the exchange of 
visits by tourist groups and ait 
exhibitions, according to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 

* Mr. Blondal and his party are 
expected to discuss the question 
of tariffs for travel between Jor- 
dan and Iceland and a potential 
agreement betw e en Royal Jorda- 


nian (RJ) and Iceland Air is 
expected during the visit, accord- 
ing to Mr. AtaUah who was at the 
airport along with Minister of 
Labour and Acting Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti. 

Mr. Blondal, who is accompa- 
nied by -communications and civil 
aviation officials win also tour 
archaeological rites including the 
Dead Sea, Petra and Madaba. 

Jordan and Iceland established 
diplomatic ties in 1990 in the 
wake of a visit to Iceland by His 
Majesty King Hussein. Accord- 
ing to Mr. AtaUah, tourists from 
Iceland and other Scandinavian 
countries declined in the past 
year due to the economic reces- 
sion in Europe. It is hoped that 
the visit will encourage more 
tourists to visit the Kingdom. 


: Journalists to particiapte in arbour day tour 

j. AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Agriculture will Sunday 
organise a tour by journalists of areas where previous arbour day 
ceremonies were held. The ministry said that the tour aims at 
acquainting journalists of the situation in the forest regions. The 
[. tour comes prior to the country's arbor day celebrations sche- 
duled for Jan. 15. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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SALT (Petra) — The Balqa govemorate agriculture department 
has taken ail the necessary arrangements for providing font and 
fores t tree saplings to farmers and various institutions in the 
govemorate to be planted in agricultural lands, city squares and 
streets. Director of the department Mohammad Al Lawzi said 
these efforts by the department aim to increase the area of green 
lands in the govemorates. Mr. Lawzi urged formers to start 
*L planting trees this season to benefit from the good rainfall 
T witnessed in the govemorate so far. He said die govemorate 
J* includes 279,167 dunums, of which 153,645 dunums aiq used for 
J forming. 

Cities and Villages Development Bank lends JD9i86m in 1992 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Crties-and Villages Development Bank 
extended 237 loans worth JD 9.587 million to 83 municipal 
[councils and 55 rural councils in 1992. These loans were used in 
, financing road and construction projects, appropriation of lands, 
and purchasing needed machinery and equipment. During 1991, 
the Jbank extended 152 loans worth JD 5.467 millions. 

Workers Union returns front Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the General 
Union of Workers in Land Transport and Mechanics returned to 
Amman from Baghdad Wednesday after a week-long virit to Iraq. 
The delegation held talks with the secretary of the Iraqi 
profes si onal and popular organisations, the president at the Iraqi 
labourers union, the president of the Iraqi Transport Union and 
other officials. The talks dealt with scopes of cooperation between 
die Jordanian union and its Iraqi counterparts. At die conclusion 
of the delegation’s visit, a joint statement was issued in Baghdad 
calling for lifting the U.N. -imposed embargo on Iraq and stressed 
the need to support the Palestinian people. It also condemned the 
expelling of more than 400 Palestinians from their homeland by 
the Israeli occupation authorities. 

Agricultural seminar held in Zarqa 

ZARQA (Petra) — A seminar on the importance of agricultural 
; e x pe rim ents was held Wednesday in the eastern Halabat area in 
■ Zarqa Govemorate. The seminar which was attended by several 
' agricultural engineers and farmers discussed ways of planting 
certain crops and some experiments conducted by farmers to 
improve the quality of their produce. 




Arab Bank issues Visa card 

As Ureal the beginning of 1993, Arab Bank launched the Visa 
fWr charge card to customers in the countries where the bank 
operates. 

' Arab Bank issues a pbotocard, where only the cardholder can 
use the card. The bank 1$ considered amongst the first banks in the 
world to use this security feature. 

Earlier, the bank estabfohed a Visa centre at tbe Loudon branch 
1e serve its c u stomers in 17 countries. 

Aho, the Bank wifi soon issue the Gold/Premier card, which 
entities Its bolder to addfoooal advantages. 


- » * 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition entitled “Latin Countries in France** at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

£ 4 Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Jordanian mtist galam 
Hainan at Rbrak Al Baflta GaBery for foe arts, Al Fuheis City. 


[ & Ctotf Eastwood** 1971 fifas “Dirty Barry** at the American 
Centre at 5 pju. (103 mb. certificate 18). 





Ou the rise: Four floor booses to be built again 

Amman to rise to four floors 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe govern m ent en- 
“do'rsotP Tb esday a law which 
allows people to bufld four-storey.! 
-buildings rather than three as has 
been the case since 1985. 

The decision, taken by the 
Cabinet at Tuesday’s session was 
based on recommendations by a 
special ministerial committee 
which conducted an in-depth 
study of construction and town 
planning in Amman. 


Jordan Engineers Association 
(JEA) President Husni Abu. 
Gheida told the Jordan Times 
that since the creation of tbe 
Greater Amman region in 1985, 
citizens were not allowed -to build 
Mots' cons i sting of more than 
three floors in addition to a roof 
flat. 

Under the new regulations 
each apartment building should 
have parking, either underground 
or on tbe grounds of the building. 

Mr. Abu Gheida said that the 
regulations will allow more peo- 


ple to live in the same building 
and in the long run reduce the 
cost of construction and other 
services. He said that the govern- 
ment has taken into account so- 
cial —and agricultural considera- 
tions as well. By allowing people 
m Amman to have a fourth floor 
tbe chronic housing problem will 
be dealt with reducing the en- 
croachment of homes and build- 
ings on useful agricultural land. 

The new law will go into, force 
once it has been published in the 
official state gazette. 


Jordanian mosaics on display at Sotheby’s 
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A collection of 5th-6th century 
mosaics from Jordan went on 
display at Sotheby’s in London, 
Monday. Tbe works are notewor- 
thy for two reasons: They show a 
very high level of artistic sophis- 
tication, often drawing on Greco- 
Roman traditions as well as bib- 
lical scripture. And they demons- 
trate tolerance and mutually be- 
neficial coexistence that characte- 
rised Christian-Muslim relations 
in the ancient Middle East. 

The Mosaics of Jordan exhibi- 
tion opened under the patronage 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor who 
was received by the Earl of Gow- 
rie, and Chairman of Sotheby's, 
Professor John Carswell. The 
Queen was gives a tour of the 
works. 

The themes of the exhibition 
were highlighted by the pre- 
opening remarks to the press by 
Minister of Tourism and Anti- 
lities Yana! Hikmat. He noted 
at mosaics were a popular form 
of floor covering in public and 
private buildings in Jordan for 
nearly one thousand years, from 
the late classical to the early 
Islamic eras (1st century BC to 
8th century AD). One of the 
themes that dominates mosaic art 
in the region, is the continuity of 
craftsmanship and artistic sym- 
bolism — despite the successive 
changes in religions and ideolo- 
gies during the Hellenistic, Ro- 
man, Nabataean, Byzantine and 
Islamic eras. 

The best preserved and most 
elaborate pieces on display come 
from Byzantine churches of the 
6th and 7th centuries, including 
several striking representations of 
walled cities, religious symbols, 
and people in everyday activities 
such as farming and livestocking. 

The exhibition of over 45 
mosaic panels also includes a 
small number of striking tradi- 
tional Jordanian folk dresses. 

Mr. Hikmat suggested that the 
richness of the folk costumes 
should be seen to reflect tbe 
reality of a endure that has de- 
veloped and manned on the same 
land for thousands of years. He 
said the folk dresses symbolise 
“the human drama and the com- 
munal identity that are embedded 
deep in our land and m our 
human consciousness.” 

Tbe minister also noted that 
several important Christian chur- 



Anrient mosaics on display 

dies with elaborate mosaic floors 
date to the early Islamic era in tbe 
8th century, when a small but 
relatively prosperous Christian 
community lived in the predomi- 
nantly Islamic religious culture of 
Jordan. 

“These mosaics tell a tale of 


cultural pluralism,” Mr. Hikmat 
said," of peoples of different 
religions and cultures living side- 
by-side in tolerance and mutual 
gain, such as Nabataeans and 
Romans in the 1st century or 
Christians and Muslims in the 7th 
and 8th centuries.” 


Industry and trade official meets Australian ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Maraan Awad met Wednesday with the 
Australian ambassador in Amman Jonathan Sheppard and 
discussed with him economic relations between Jordan and 
Australia and means to enhance them. Mr. Awad and Mr 
Sheppard also discussed topics listed on the agenda of the joint 
Jordaman-Australian Committee which is due to meet Feb. 20 in 
Australia. The meeting will be co-chaired by the ministers of 
industry and trade in the two countries. 


Government bows to deputies 

Measures adopted for official appointments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment Wednesday announced new 
measures designed to give fair, 
treatment to all applications for 
work in public service in the 
coming three years. 

In what was an unexpected and 
prompt response to repeated calls 
by parliament, the Gvil Service 
Commission (CSC) said in a 
statement that a special task force 
has been appointed to finalise a 
plan that has been prepared by 
the CSCs board for recruiting 
and appointing employees for 
government service in 1993, 1994 
and 1995. 

The announcement, made by 
Deputy Premier and Education 
Minister Thouqan Hindawi in his 
capacity as CSC President, said 
that the task force has been given 
a two-week mandate to approve 
or reject the plan which has to go 
to the cabinet before it is en- 
dorsed. 

Numerous deputies in speeches 
during the debate over the 1993 



Thouqan Al Hindawi 


fiscal budget, demanded that the 
government fairly distribute gov- 
ernment posts. Some even called 
for investigations into appoint- 
ments made in the past year 
which they said had not been 
awarded fairly. 


CSC Director Abdullah 
Ulayan said that the CSC plan 
takes into account the chronolo- 
gical graduation of applicants, 
social and humanitarian consid- 
erations as well as the eligibility 
for the post. 

He said to ensure the success of 
the plan, the newly formed admi- 
nistrative inspection and control 
bureau will be involved in super- 
vising its implementation. 

In addition, Mr. Ulayan noted, 
consideration for appointment 
should also be given to those with 
special and rare skills required for 
certain jobs,- applicants with spe- 
cial humanitarian and social 
needs and those who support 
martyrs families, sons and daugh- 
ters of remote villagers, members 
from poor families and handicap- 
ped persons depending on the 
nature of the job they fill. He said 
these considerations will be taken 
into account in addition to the 
educational standard of each 
candidate. 


Supply policies reviewed 



Mohammad Obeidat and Mohammad Al Saqqaf at the seminar 


By Sa’eda Kflaui 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The absence of a 
dear supply policy and inade- 
quacies of the supply card system 
were the main issues discussed 
Wednesday at a cme-day seminar 
on supply policies in Jordan held 
at the Chamber of Industry. 

“The ministry’s supply policy 
relies heavily on the provision of 
basic food products with adequ- 
ate quantities and reasonable 
prices,” said Mohammad Al Saq- 
qaf, Minister of Supply in his 
opening speech. “At present, 
Jordan imports all of its needs of 
sugar and rice, and up to 90 per 
cent of its needs of wheat and 
lentils.” 

Tbe minister pointed out that 
the ministry has always sought to 
encourage local product of cere- 
als with the cooperation of ail 
other ministries and concerned 
authorities. However, be main- 
tained that the considerable lack 
of water resources in Jordan ren- 
ders it difficult to initiate large 
agricultural projects to meet the 
needs of the country. 

•' “It is true -thar the ’national, 
spriah and economic security, can 
not be achieved without food 
security, (however), we cannot 
isolate ourselves from the rest of 
the world where other considera- 
tion and interests play a major 
role,” the minister said. “We 
hope that the day would come 
when we no longer need to im- 
port these basic products.” 

In a joint working paper from 
the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Chamber of Industry, the Bakers’ 
Association and the Jordan Trad- 
ers Association, a criticism was 
directed at the numerous laws 
and legislations promulgated in 


the 1970’s which impose restric- 
tions on commercial activity. 

“A great number of regulations 
have limited the activity of the 
private sector in the commercial 
domain,” states the paper. 
“While the main ’objective behind 
many institutions set up by; the 
government was to simply orga- 
nise and supervise the imple- 
mentation of the supply policy, 
these institutions have turned out 
to be the primary rival to private 
commercial activities. Moreover, 
concerned authorities are mono- 
polising the import and the sales 
of most of the supply commod- 
ities.” 

In a study carried out by Dr. 
Mohammad Obeidat. president 
of the Jordan Consumers Society, 
figures show that the majority of 
those questioned are not satisfied 


with the current Supplying Card 
and Coupons Systems (SCCS). 
The study, which relied on the 
analysis of about 3,000 women 
selected from different parts in 
the Kingdom and aimed at eva- 
luating tbe SCCS, reflected the 
people's desire to develop the 
system by increasing the alloca- 
tion of subsidies to needy families 
in particular and adding new pro- 
ducts to it. While a large majority 
of those questioned voiced satis- 
faction over the efficient distribu- 
tion system, some indicated it 
does not attribute particular 
attention to the differences that 
exist between people living in the 
cities and those who live in rural 
areas. In the city, there is a high 
demand for milk while in the 
rural area demand would grow 
stronger for sugar. 



Tourist rescued: British tourist Susanne Brand- 
ley, Wednesday fell off a mountain she was 
climbing in Wadi Rum. A Jordanian Air Force 
helicopter crew, after providing first aid, trans- 


ported her to Al Hussein Medical Centre where 
medical examination showed that Ms. Brandley 
had suffered a fractured lombar vertebra. Her 
condition, according to doctors, is satisfactory. 


Somalis 

(Continued from page 1) 

have more mobility — helicopters 
for exmaple, some of which are 
just arriving this week — you’ll 
find the activities to round up the 
heavy weapons will increase in 
intensity and expand in the coun- 
tryside as well as Mogadishu,” 
Mr. Oakley raid. 

Meanwhile U.S. troops shot 
and fatally wounded a Somali 
gunman outside Mogadishu just 
hours after killing another gun- 
man in the capital. 

A U.S. military spokesman. 
Air Force Captain Joe Davis, said 
a Marine reconnaissance team 
came under fire after dark on 
Tuesday in the town of Afgoi, 40 
kilometres west of the Somali 
capital. 

“The Marines returned fire and 
hit one individual,” Capt. Davis 
said. He added that the man died 
while being taken to Mogadishu 
for medical treatment. 


For the most selective collections 
of Fine Arts, Prints & Etchings, 
Traditional Crafts of the Mid. East. 


TO ANNOUNCE THE RE-OPENING OF 

THE G flllERY 

HOTEL JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL 


AMMAN’S FOREMOST INDEPENDENT 
GALLERY WISHES ITS MANY FRIENDS 
OVER THE YEARS THE BEST FOR 1993. 
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Pleasant surprise, 
huge task ahead 


GIVEN THE fact that the draft budget presented to 
Parliament by the government, according to most economic 
pundits, was the best for the Kingdom in decades, it was a 
foregone conclusion that it would be endorsed. The fierce 
criticism that deputy after deputy levelled a gainst the 
government, in the form of observations on the draft law 
along with demands for better infrastructure and services 
for their constituencies, was also expected in what could 
possibly be an election year. 

Bat what came as a pleasant surprise was the fact that 58 
of the 69 deputies who attended the voting session Wednes- 
day opted to cast their lot in favour of the draft budget; 
pleasant because we did not have ridiculous amendments to 
what has all the hallmar ks of a very healthy budget as was 
presented to the House and surprise because despite 
everything, 84 per cent of the voting deputies endorsed ft. 
And, of course, ft was very clear that only a handful of our 
elected representatives had actually applied their brains to 
analysing the pros and cons of the budget and its various 
provisions — as was evident Grom some of the completely- 
off-the-mark speeches and observations that we beard in the 
domed chamber over the past four days. 

Also in the bargain is a pledge by the government to 
increase the salaries of civil service employees by JD 20 a 
month. It may not be much, what with the spiralling cost of 
living, but then that was what could be expected under the 
difficult circumstances that our country is passing through. 
What we have now — subject of course to Upper House 
endorsement — is a dear blueprint for concerted action to 
address our economic problems. Bnt that does not mean 
that the executive authority can continue business as usual, 
brushing aside some- of the pressing issues which cannot 
brooke any delay in being resolved. 

Notwithst andin g the political and personal motivations 
behind the harsh words that many deputies voiced against 
the government during the debate of the draft budget in the 
House, there were several strong and valid points that some 
others raised. The government cannot afford to overlook 
them. The observations represented real proMepns which 
demand urgent attention. Granted, some of the problems 
that the government faces in administrative reform and 
structural adjustments have such deep roots in oor social 
and economic life that it would take Hercnlian efforts and 
draconian measures to eliminate them. But then , rt»k is the 
order of the day, particularly in a society like ours which is 
undergoing a revolutionary change towards strong demo- 
cratic ways of life and increased self-reliance. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE U.N. Secretary-General's intention of sending yet another 
envoy to the Middle East to discuss the question of the evictees 
came under scrutiny by AI Ra’i Arabic daily which voiced its 
criticism of the move. None of the numerous resolutions issued by 
the United Nations concerning the Middle East issue and the 
Palestine problem has ever been implemented; and there is no 
chance for resolution 799 to be carried out given the indifferent 
attitude shown by the major powers and the United Nations, 
itself, the paper noted. The U.N. Secretary General has 
announced that he would be '°nding another envoy to talk to the 

Israelis but ht '. n - ; nus actions against Israel's 

intransigence and its disregaiu Resolution 799, it added. The 
paper said that the new envoy is going tto listen to another big 
“no" from the Israeli government which will abort the U.N. quest 
to repatriate the 415 Palestinian evictees. No one in New York, 
Washington, Paris and London, or even Peking or Moscow is 
interested in issuing a threat to the Israelis demanding that they 
return the Palestinians, but they are all interested in seeking 
sanctions against the Iraqis, added the daily. Let us just wait for 
the U.N. envoy and let us watch the Israelis dealing another blow 
to the U.N. credibility, continued the daily. It said that the United 
Nations i.zs a long experience with the Israelis and it has become 
accustomed to Israel's rejection of the international community's 
decision. It said the coming rebuff will show Israel's total 
contempt of the international legitimacy. 

A COLUMNIST IN Al Ra'i Arabic daily criticised Parliament 
members for giving long and tedious speeches while discussing the 
draft budget for the new year. Most of the speeches sounded alike 
and some of them were identical, therefore, one wonders if the 
deputies themselves do not get bored by such speeches, said 
Mohammad Kharroub. The writer said that with the voting on the 
budget, the public gets some respite form the long and tedious 
speeches which were nearly identical to those delivered over the 
past four years. The deputies tried in their speeches to present the 
requests and demands of their constituencies to the government, 
but the government can by no means respond to them because of 
the financial constraints, said the writer. For his pan, the finance 
minister defended the government’s financial policy for the new 
budget, giving a comprehensive assessment of the whole econo- 
mic situation which is being influenced by regional mid interna- 
tional developments as well as the' domestic situation, said the 
writer. Groups of deputies could have authorised one member to 
speak on their behalf and save the listeners and readers a lot of 
trouble, added the writer. He noted that since most of the 
deputies will be running for the coming elections one can easily 
seise the deputies' desire to present their statements as part of 
their election campaign. 


Front reaffirms 
co mmitm ent to 
Islamic action, 
ideology 

By Dr. Fayez Al Rabie 


BEFORE I tackle questions re- 
lated to the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) and what has been re- 
ported about the outcome of its 
first meeting and the subsequent 
resignations of those who we 
deeply respect, I find it impera- 
tive to pave the ground for this 
'subject by presenting here a num- 
ber of points: 

1. On the ideological level: 

We still complain of our failure 

to reach a comprehensive politic- 
al concept which, despite diver- 
gent views, would by no means 
negatively influence the unity 
among the members. It is a fact 
that the existence of factions 
within the political parties is not 
recognised or accepted within the 
Islamic framework. While we de- 
mand freedom, based on values 
and on divine and hum an criteria, 
and seek to establish human 
rights, we find ourselves moving 
in the opposite direction. We 
should be the first in the com- 
munity to call for tile establish- 
ment of human values that can 
benefit everyone. Instead of striv- 
ing hard to pot our candidates in 
the forefront at the helm, we 
should present oor ideology and 
have the persons who hold this 
ideology at the helm. Indeed, we 
should present new concepts for 
cooperation with all those 
wishing to work towards serving 
the cause of Islam, from the 
bottom upwards. 

2. On the educational level: 

Many among us still have a 

narrow-minded mentality, which 
characterises some political par- 
ties too. But we all realise the fact 
that to win the masses over to onr 
side we should avoid narrow- 
mindeness. 

If matters related to organising 
the party fall into the category of 
means or “tools." then organising 
it should to a process under con- 
stant development, in accordance 
with priorities. We have reaf- 
firmed this concept over and over 
again, noting that we should 
differentiate between the means 
and the objectives. We should 
emphasise again here that allow- 
ing the organisational procedure 
to .become a target in itself will be 
at the expense of flexibility and 
change. 

3. On the transformational 
level: 

Given the fact that the princi- 
ples of Islam are something fixed 
and established, we should realise 
that tiie application of Islam 
assumes a variety of methods; 


this makes it incumbent upon us 
to enter into the era of real Islam . 

Realising that peaceful means 
always take longer, we should 
also stress that it is always better 
to follow them than to resort to 
force. As a matter of fact, not a 
single aimed Islamic movement 
directed against a ruling power 
has yet proved to be successful. 
Therefore, one should continue 
two totally contradictory 
strategies. 

The major challenge facing us 
now is how to manage a dialogue 
among us. as Muslims, and how 
to conduct a dialogue with the 
others. 

A group within the Islamic 
movement might be committed to 
carrying out certain tasks in the 
coarse of serving the Islamic 
movement's causes and by so 
doing, this group could present 
itself as fanatics who do not give 
any regard to the rest of the 
Muslims in the community. Con- 
cepts should be conveyed from 
persons to the whole community, 
through speech and through writ- 
ing, so that they have deep effects 
on the ummab as a whole. 

After tiiis introduction, I would 
like to shed light on the following 
points: 

1. Some of those who entered 
the IAF do not believe in tiiis 
type of work and therefore they 
ought not to have involved them- 
selves in the party in the first 
place because tfaty realise- they 
will be working with people ’with 
whom they do not see eye-to-eye. 

2. Independent Islamists 
should have been allowed to win 
in elections as we do not want our 
people but rather our ideology 
and ideas to reach the public. 

3. Leadership does not always 
mean sitting at the forefront, 
neither do we believe that 
speeches should be confined to 
one person only. 

4. Thousands of Muslims in 
Jordan believe in Islamic action 
but they are not anxious to be 
elected as leaders if they enter the 
party. Neither are they afraid of 
expanding' the base of 'Islamic 
action, 0 Sir that “it ' covers the 
majority of people, because they 
are not afraid of losing their 
positions. 

The writer, a leading member 
of Islamic Action Front, has been 
recently appointed ambassador to 
the Foreign Ministry. The article 
is translated from the Arabic 
daily Al Ra'i. 


To Sarajevo, by way of Riyadh 


By Robert Fisk 


A group of American officials 
turned up at the Croatian port of 
Ploce, a few miles from the Bos- 
nian border, earlier this month. 
They wanted to talk to the har- 
bour master. They wanted to 
know how many ships c ouJd be 
berthed at the Ploce quays in any 
one day. How many ships could 
be turned round in a day? How 
big were the railyards? It did not 
take the harbour authorities long 
to guess why their unexpected 
visitors had arrived here, within 
sight of the Bosnian mountains. If 
the marines are going to be sent 
into the Balkans, Ploce will be 
their port of disembarkation, the 
road from the railyards at Metko- 
vic their first line of advance 
towards Sarajevo. 

John Major may be fearful of 
Britisb casualties in Bosnia; bis 
defence secretary — using Wehr- 
maefat statistics to dismiss any 
idea of an offensive against Ser- 
bian forces — may remind one of 
the timidity of Thirties appeasers; 
but already the U.N. role in the 
Balkans is undergoing a series of 
subtle changes in preparation for 
possible military action. At least 
two U.S. officers are now part of 
the new U.N. headquarters out- 
side Sarajevo, where the largest 
armoured force is no longer Ser- 
bian but British. The so-called 
“Bosnia-Herzegovina Com- 
mand" of the international army 
at Kisiljak includes U.S.. Britisb, 
Danish, French. Norwegian and 
Canadian officers in what looks 
suspiciously like a miniature ver- 
sion of the old NATO Northern 
Command. 

It is, in effect, a rival U.N. 
force in the Balkans. Officially, it 
is pan of the same, discredited 
U.N. protection force that has 
performed so impotentfy over die 
past 18 months. But in Kisiljak 
the national flags are larger than 
the emblems normally displayed 
by U.N. personnel; the Union 
Jade is larger, the U.N. flag 
smaller than usual. British offic- 
ers can even be heard talking of 
the British protection force rather 
than the U.N. protection force. 

Nor is this surprising. British 
U.N. officers have quietly insti- 
tuted a military logistics “tail" far 
larger than necessary for the 
2,400 British troops in Bosnia; 
they could now cope with the 
immediate arrival of a further 
5.000 British soldiers, although 
artillery and helicopter support 
would trave' to be provideo . for 
any offensive 'action. 'Spanish le- 
gion troops have now secured the 
main highway from the coast 
through Mostar towards 
Sarajevo. Is it really any surprise 
that the U.S. marines in Moga- 
dishu have been telling reporters 
that they all expect to move on to 
Bosnia? 

Somalia is more than just a test 
case. Military involvement of any 


kind — however ostentatiously 
peaceful its intentions — bestow 
influence as weir as power upon 
the foreign nations committing 
troops to the operation. Thus 
feeding the hungty in Somalia has 
given the United States military 
bases adjacent to Kenya, whose 
election crisis is growing daily 
more serious and scarcely 500 
miles from Sudan, whose Islamic 
leadership is already being de- 
monised by the West. 
i Saudi Arabia, Washington’s 
policeman in the Gulf, has moved 
its own troops into Somalia •— 
one of their senior officials in 
Mogadishu is a dose adviser to 
Prince Bandar, the Saudi ambas- 
sador to Washington — while at 
the same time demanding west- 
ern action in Bosnia. 

Amid the fears and sensitivities 
expressed by western statesmen 
over the Balkans, litde attention 
has been paid to Saudi Arabia's 
role in Bosnia. Saudi television is 
now broadcasting 24-hour-a-day 
news reports of the horrors en- 
dured by Bosnia’s Muslims. 
Almost $50m worth of aid for 
refugees has come from King 
Fahd alone.* And it was the 
Saudis who hosted this month’s 
Islamic conference in Jeddah that 
demanded western action to save 
the Muslims of Bosnia. If no such 
help was forthcoming, the confer- 
ence dedded, then Saudi Arabia 
and its Islamic allies would send 
weapons to toe Bosnians. 

No one noticed the connection 
between this warning and the 
U.N.’s subsequent threat of a 
“no-fly" zone over Bosnia, to 
come into effect in mid-January 
— the very date toe Saudis had 
set in their ultimatum. For it 
would be ridiculous to suppose 
that toe Saudis did not act in 
concert with their American 
allies. 

All across the Muslim states cf 
toe former Soviet Union, in 
‘Afghanistan and now in Somalia, 
too, Saudi largesse is being dis- 
pensed in an attempt to - dimin- 
ish Iranian influence. Riyadh and 
Tehran are fighting it out with toe 
help of their proxy militias in toe 
streets of Kabul. And the Saudis, 
with America’s support, are now 
determined to prevent the Mus- 
lim refugees of Bosnia falling into 
Iran's hands. 

Iranian aid .and guns have cer- 
tainly been arriving in the former 
Yugoslavia. Iranian ammunition 
was carried by Bosnian- Muslim' 
guerriltaS who peqfetr^tfcd Serbian 
KrajSna in September. Iii Bosnia 
itself, 147 members of toe pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah militia from 
Beirut have now arrived to pro- 
vide arms and guerrilla training to 
Muslim fighters. Several dozen 
militiamen from the northern 
Lebanese city of Tripoli have 
travelled to Bosnia for toe same 
reason. Algerian. Kuwaiti and 


Saadi fighters have turned up 
near Travnik and — although not 
in toe huge numbers that the 
Serbs daim — have reestablished 
some important links with their 
Bosnian Muslims hosts. 

Dozens of Bosnian Muslims, it 
transpires, fought with toe mu- 
jabedeen in Afghanistan. Their 
comrades were those same Alge- 
rians and Kuwaitis who have now 
come to Bosnia. “Afghanistan 
was our school," one Bosnian 
Muslim officer told me in Trav- 
nik. “Instead of fighting the 
Communist Russians outside 
Kabul, we are now fighting the 
Communist Chetniks (Serbs) out- 
side Travnik. Even their tanks 
are the same. In Afghanistan, we 
hit- the T-55s in the mountains. 
Here, we hit T-55s in the moun- 
tains." 

“There would be costs 
to an American-led war 
in the Balkans. The 
European Community 
would have to reassess 
its aspirations. If Amer- 
ica had to bail Europe 
out of Bosnia, Europe 
would be in no position 
to challenge American 
influence on this side of 
the Atlantic. America’s 
supremacy in Europe 
would be unchal- 
lenged.” 

Thus has the experience of 
Afghanistan brought together a 
small but dedicated army of Mus- 
lims in Bosnia. And as toe Balkan 
war continues — and perhaps 
spreads to include Kosovo and 
Albania — so Saudi Arabia mil 
try to extend its control over toe 
fighters. Islamic resistance in toe 
former Yugoslavia is one thing, 
Islamic revolution quite another. 
It will be of no comfort to toe 
Saudis to know that one of their 
dtizens has just been blowing up 
Serbian tanks near Tarrin with a 
new shoulder-fired missile laun- 
cher; another veteran of Afgha- 
nistan, he opposes the monarchy 
in Riyadh on toe grounds that 
they are infidels. 

Rescuing the Muslims of Bos- 
nia is therefore a political as well 
as a humanitarian task for Saudi 
Arabia, and one that may have to 
be “ accomplished with " western" 
fire-power, just as Kuwait had to 
be liberated by western tanks and ‘ 
aircraft. The equation is famOian 
allied ground troops and Amer- 
ican air cover. Saudi funds could 
be used to support such a mis- 
sion, just as they were in toe 
Gulf. While theoretically under- 
taken by the U.N. protection 
force, the operation would be- 
long to NATO troops, under- 


taken with the intention of setting 
up a U.N. protectorate in Bosnia. 

It would be impossible to daim 
afterwards that this had been a 
“clean" war. While allied trobps 
were confronting the Serbs, Ser- 
bia's Croatian enemies wouJd.be 
using such an offensive to per- 
form their own acts of ettinfc 
deansing against both Serbs and 
probably Muslims, too. Even 
when the first British troops were 
arriving in Bosnia this autumn, 
toe Croarians burned the Muslim 
inhabitants out of Prozor, a dis- A. 
grace that an outnumbered Brit- ' 
ish advance party witnessed from 
a distance but could do nothing to' 
prevent. If Croatian militiamen 
massacred Serbian villagers, the 
West would be hdd to blame.’ 
Yet it is important to remenr- 
ber that toe West escaped cen- 
sure when more than a hundred 
Palestinians were tortured and 
slaughtered in liberated Kuwait 
and when several hundred 
thousand Palestinians were expel- 
led from toe country — an act of 
ethnic deansing that did not trou- 
ble proponents of the “New 
World Order.” 

There would be other costs to 
an American-led war in the Bal- 
kans. The European Community 
would have to reassess its aspira- 
tions. If America had to bail 
Europe out in Bosnia, Europe 
wonia be in no position to chal- 
lenge American influence on this 
side of toe Atlantic. There could 
be no more rows over GATT, 
and few claims from the ancient 
countries of Europe that they do 
not need America's moral or 
military strength. America's sup- 
remacy in Europe would be un- 
challenged; Washington would 
hold more power in the continent, 
than ever before. • 

But if Europe cannot control- 
the Balkans, then America will, 
have to do so. Without American 
ground troops, toe U.N. ;bas 
proved to be a disaster in what 
used to be Yugoslavia. The EC 
observers — most of them milit- 
ary intelligence officers — have, ; 
little influence over the horrorslof ' 
Bosnia. The EC itself has man-' 
aged to push Macedonia towards 
war because one of its members, 
Greece, refuses to accept 'toe 
country’s name. Repeatedly over 
the past six months, European 
leaders have sounded like the; 
statesmen of the mid-Thirties, 1 
insisting that there must be* no! 
more war—nof because they 
have the will to prevent it but 
.because they lack the courage tp 
do so. 

Which is why America will 
come to toe Balkans. Meanwhile, 
watch the Saudis: observe the 
activities of tbe so-called Bosnia- 
Herzegovina Command of the 
United Nations; remember / 
Somalia. We may not have long ’ 
to wait — The Independent. 


Remodelling Israel-U.S. ties 


Worldwide changes necessitate 
rethinking Israel’s role as a 
strategic asset for the U.S.,' 
David Makovsky of the English 
Language Israeli newspaper The 
Jerusalem Post writes. 

SOMETIMES, toe timing is off. 
Israel deported 415 Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad activists at the very 
moment that Tel Aviv Universi- 
ty’s Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Srudles issued a report cafling tor 
a change in the fundamental 
rationale of U.S.-Israel relations. 

The study called for reverting 
to its oldest premise — shared 
democratic values. It was coor- 
dinated by the centres’s U.S. 
Foreign and Defence Policy pro- 
ject, Do re Gold. The panel in- 
cluded Aharon Yariv. a promin- 
ent former head of Israeli army's 
military intelligence; former 
senior diplomats dealing with 
U.S. affaire, such as Han an Bar- 
On who was Foreign Ministry 
deputy director-general; and Jaf- 
fee Centre analysts Joseph 
Alpher and Sbai Feldman. 

They say the coming to power 
of more liberal governments in 
both Washington and Jerusalem 
m'eans that it is time to move toe 
tectonic plates of the bilateral 
relationship. 

The study, entitled “After 
American Elections; Preparing 
for Changes in toe U.S. -Israel 
Relations," says those ties should 
be predicated upon "adherence 
to values of justice and democra- 
cy, protection of human rights 
and equality before toe law." 
Further, in the aftermath of the 
cold war, Israel cannot rely un its 
strategic importance as sufficient 
to cement its relationship with the 
U.S. 

Israel has always been in search 
of a rationale for its relationship 
with its U.S. patron. Until the 
mid-70s_ Israel spoke of itself 
primarily as an outpost of demo- 
cracy sharing common Western 
values with the U.S. 

As differences with the U.S. 
grew during the Carter adminis- 
tration about toe future of the 
territories and toe Likud found 
itself increasingly the target of — 
and not a partner in — a new 
U.S. human rights policy, Israel 



began casting around for a new 
rationale. 

After the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan and the settling-in of 
the new Reagan administration in 
the early ’80s, Jerusalem believed 
it had found a new rationale that 
would highlight an old cold war 
reality. 

While people within the 
Reagan administration, such as 
then Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger, doubled Israel’s 
military significance in this con- 
text. the Reagan administration 
and Israel began a “strategic rela- 
tionship." Led by such unsung 
people as Steve Rosen, a lobbyist 
for Araerican-Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAQ, 
Pentagon doubts began to thaw 


and a relationship between toe 
U.S. and Israeli military estab- 
lishments began to take hold — 
and cooperation is still growing 
far beyond public awareness. 

However, alongside the coop- 
eration, problems in the U.S.- 
Israel relationship began to inten- 
sify in the last few years. With the 
demise of the Soviet Union, dif- 
ferences grew between the Bush 
and Shamir governments over 
loan guarantees and American 
bureaucratic suspicions that 
Israel was transferring U.S. high- 
technology to third countries 
without permission. 

Israel thereupon started casting 
around again for a new basis for 
the relationship. Some politicians 


began speaking about how Israel 
would join rhe U.S. in tempering 
Islamic fundamentalism. Howev- 
er, beyond showing how Israel 
could carry out a few agricultural 
development projects with the 
U.S. in Central Asia, no evidence 
was given on bow Israel would help 
stem toe tide against Islamic fun- 
damentalism. 

U.S. officials would say — and 
the new Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin would subsequently tell 
visitors — that the best thing 
Israel could do to halt Islamic 
fundamentalism would be to 
make peace with its Arab neigh- 
bours and Palestinians. If peace is 
good for Israelis and Arabs, it 
will be good for the region. 

Mr. Rabin is not as under- 


standing when it comes to toe 
role of organised American Jews 
in American politics, toe Jaffee 
report indicated. When Mr. 
Rabin voiced his famous excoria- 
tion of AIPAC.Iast August for 
meddling.wito the Bush adminis- 
tration, the report suggests that 
Mr. Rabin missed this point. 

The Jaffee study views the 
American Jewish community as 
the essential foundation for the 
entire U.S.-Israei relationship. It 
will be critical for AIPAC to 
continue its grass-roots education 
effort to maintain broad public 
support and assistance for Israel. 

The outreach effort will have to 
include stronger inroads in the 
burgeoning Hispanic community 


as well. Maintaining American 
public support and that of over 
100 new congressmen will be .difr 
ficult since the U.S. is turning 
inward and American public synv 
parities have changed. 

The report notes tha^iro 
ongoing study by the Marti Fla 
and Kiley polling company shows 
that, at the start of toe intifada; 
Americans sympathised with 
Israel more than the Palestinians 
by a rate of 55-22. As of this past . 
May, the margin sharply nar- 1 
rowed to a startling 36-32. 

However, the political involve- 
ment of American Jewish activ- 
ists remains stronger for Israel 
than critics charge. According to 
U.S. Federal Election Commis- 
sion returns, American Jewish 
support for Political Action Com- 
mittees (PACs) keeps growing. 

In 1978, three PACs raised . 
S43.000 for 47 congressional 
candidates. By 1990, 95 PACs 
had sprung up providing S5m. to 
402 candidates contesting Con- 
gress's 535 races. In the same 
year. Arab PACs provided a pal- 
try 528,000. 

The Jaffee report concludes 
with an operational recommenda- 
tion for the prime minister’s 
office — which makes final deci- 
sions on U.S.-Israei relations — 
to become more attuned to the 
changing American reality. 
calls for toe establishment of an f- 
inter-agency review group that- 
would bring together officials, 
across the bureaucracy dealing 
with U.S. affairs (Foreign Minis- f 
try. Defence Ministry, Israeli-' 
army’s Military Intelligence} and" 
take a more integrated approach] 
in gathering information and ana- 
lysing it for the premier and rttost 
senior policymakers. 

This could be an important, 
lesson for a country like Israel^ 

Tbe same fiefdom-style approach 
that characterises the way that 
politicans run their separate 
ministries has filtered down. The. 
net effect is a fragmented' 
bureaucracy that too often $ee* * 
the whole as being far less thjarj, 
the sum of its parts and eschews 
an inter-agency "loop" of trffi-* 
dais to work on a common’ -> 
problem. - s £ 
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Journalists on the frontline 


rfiy Partfra S. Banerjee 

< -ft- 
a. v, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Vou can’t be sure of finding 
pr^sad in Sarajevo, but you 
get your mom/n^ news- 
paper. It is an 8-page daily in 
fatfjoid format called Oskt- 
bodenje. brought out by. 70 
4 indefatigable newspeople 
working on the frontlines of 
j&umalism. 

? 1 ^We work out of an atomic 
B pmb shelter , ” said Gordana 
Kflezevic, the paper’s chief of 
correspondents, during a re- 
cent visit to the United 
States. And we use some of 
the most unusual improvisa- 


tions you can imagine in jour- 
nalism,” working sometimes 
without telephones , without 
wire services , typing out stor- 
ies in candlelight , bringing 
out the paper after a night of 
fire-fighting. Ms. Knezevic — 
along with the paper’s editor- 
in-chief Kemal Kurspahic — 
was in America to receive 
Courage in Joumalim awards 
from the International 
Women’s Media Foundation 
based in Alexandria near 
Washington. “ Courage , 
perhaps, but it was a sense of 
responsibility that compelled 
us to continue publishmg the 
newspaper/' explained Mr. 



residents can count on finding their daily 


QQwspaper 


Knrspahic.' “Responsibility 
not only to our readers, but 
also to the tradition o f the 
paper. Oslobodcnje means 
‘liberation *; it was launched 
in 1943 by anti-fascist parti- 
sans during World War II and 
now it is as if the name 
"Liberation’ has acquired a 
new meaning. We cannot im- 
agine stopping ‘the paper’s 
publication. Besides, corres- 
pondents from all over the 
world are risking their lives to 
report out of Sarajevo. How 
could we chicken out?” 

“ For me,” added Ms. 
Knezevic, " I thought there 
was no choice. I was the- 
paper’s Middle East corres- 
pondent for four years till 
1991 — covering the fighting 
in Lebanon, the coup in 
Khartoum. How could I run 
away from the war at home?” 
The mother of three children, 
Ms. Knezevic, 42, is a Serb 
married to a Muslim. “I man- 
aged to send two of my chil- 
dren out of the country. The 
third, a son aged 13 . stays 
with us in Sarajevo. ” 

The decision not to aban- 
don Oslobodcnje, come what 
may, was taken by Ms. 
Knezevic and other journal- 
ists on April 10, less than a 
week after Bosnia - 
■ Herzegovina was attacked by 
the Serbs. That day . editor- 
in-chief Kurspabic sum- 
moned a meeting of his staff 
and explained the odds they 
faced. He offered to help 
women employees with chil- 
dren to leave the city if they 
so wished. Those that stay 
on, he said, would have to 
“ produce a story a day, but I 
can’t guarantee that you will 
stay ahve. ** The grim warning 
was prompted by the death of 
colleague Kjarif Smajlovic , 
killed on April 9 as Serbian 
paramilitary troops crossed 
the Drina River into Bosnia. 
Mr. Smajlovic was the war’s 
first journalist casualty. “The 
day .^before. be . was kiUed, ” 
retailed Mr. Kurspabjc^/jhe 
filed three stories on the Serb 
advance from Zvomik (150 


kilometres from Sarajevo). 
Next morning , the troops 
shot him in Ins office, drag- 
ged his body out and buried . 
him in a mass grave.” 

An Oslobodenje photo- 
grapher has since been killed, 
four journalists are missing 
and 20 have been wounded. 
“I told the staff (during the 
April 10 meeting) that any- 
one who wanted to leave 
could do so. . .Nobody, except 
some mothers with children 
accepted that offer, but many 
reporters in the outlying dis- 
tricts have been unable to 
work since the Serbs overran 
their areas.” One factor that 
helped the daily survive was 
the vast resources and infras- 
tructure of the newspaper 
group that owned it. 
Government-owned during, 
the Communist regime, the 
group printed not only Oslo- 
bodenje but also several 
magazines, and even books. 
It was equipped with a mod- 
em printing press and was 
well stocked with newsprint. 
To save on paper, Mr. Kurs- 
pahic has cut print runs from 
around 60,000 to about 
11,000, and the number of 
pages was reduced from 20 to 
right. Paper normally used 
for books sometimes becom- 
es newsprint , but Mr. Kurs- 
pabic is hopeful that some 
European news organisations 
will help with supplies. Some 
shipments of newsprint from 
France , Slovenia and Austria 
are apparently already on the 
way to Sarajevo. 

A great triumph 

More worrisome than 
newsprint shortages is the 
daily shelling from Serbian 
tanks and artillery positions 
that almost razed the paper’s 
offices. After some of the 
worst attacks on May 14, it 
was decided to run the paper 
on 7-day shifts: A group of 
about 10 journalists stays in 
the office* which is . located - 
near the suburb ofJUdza in a 
particularly vulnerable area, 
for a whole week, working , 


eating and sleeping on the 
premises until they are re- 
lieved by the next shift. And 
downtown , near the govern- 
ment buildings , the paper 
rented an office to operate a 
news bureau under Ms. 
Knezevic. Often, though, the 
bureau’s telephone lines go 
dead, forcing one of the jour- 
nalists to collect the typed- 
out news stories and risk a 
midnight drive to the main 
office amidst sniper fire. 

One of the paper's greatest 
triumphs was its publication 
on June 21. after a night of 
rampaging fire that engulfed 
die office. A week earlier , 
the Serb militia had mounted ' 
a major attack on the news- 
paper building , firing 
machine guns, mortars, even 
tank missiles. “ I was then in 
the building,” recalls Mr. 
Kurspabic. “A tank bad its 
barrel pointed at us, just 150 
metres away. They fired 
seven missiles. When the mis- 
siles hit the building the air 
was rent with an eerie sound, 
like the scream of a cat.” 
On the evening of June 20, 
following continued shelling, 
the building was set ablaze. 
With no functioning fire bri- 
gade in the city, it was left to 
the journalists and other 
newspaper employees to fight 
the blaze. They put the fixe 
out by 6 a.m. , and by 6:05 the 
presses began to roll. At 8 
a.m. the paper was out on the 
streets. ’’Nobody had ex- 
pected the paper would be 
printed that day,” said Mr. 
Kurspahic. “But there it was. 
Sarajevo TV called it the 
greatest victory yet against 
the aggressors.” 

“ I think one of our impor- 
tant strengths is the ethnic 
mix of the staff,” observed 
Ms. Knezevic. “We have 
Muslims, Serbs and Croats in 
much the same proportion as 
in Sarajevo.” Editor Kurs- 
pahic , 46, is a Muslim (mar- 
ried to a Serb) while one ot 
the chief columnists is . a 
Croat Bat despite their di- 
versity and understanding of 



Cinder rocket fire, Gordama 
Knezevic and Kemal Kurspahic 

the region, die joumafists are 
os puzzled as any outsider 
about the origins of the 
ethnic conflagration. “J think 
it is a result of nationalist 
propaganda belted out relen- 
tlessly by the Belgrade reg- 
ime,” Mr. Kurspahic ven- 
tured. “They floated the idea 
of Greater Serbia and that 
Serbs outside Serbia were en- 
dangered. ” 

“In my opinion, it is wrong 
to dig for historic reasons for 
this communal battle,’, said 
Ms. Knezevic. “One should 
never look for such reasons in 
the Balkans. This is not an 
ethnic war as it is usually 
pictured. This is simply an 
aggression against civilians 
...And, of course, there was 
this Messianic propaganda so 
that some Serbs actually 
came to believe that it was 
somehow special to be a 
Serb. They were caught up 
with the idea of Greater Ser- 
bia, they were poisoned by 
the idea that all others should - 
be under their control.’ 1 *' z " 

“And once this campaign 
came to be connected to the 
army,” continued Ms. 


produce an 8 page daOy zsewspap^ 
er called “Oslobodenje” (libera- 
tion) in war*tom Sarajevo m 


Knezevic, “it became explo- 
sive. Initially it was like an 
extreme right fringe party but 
when the army came to their 
ride, it became a dangerous 
mixture.. .My own private ex- 
planation to this sudden 
growth of rightist nationalism 
is that it filled the vacuum left 
by communism. When com- 
munism ceased to exist, many 
people felt a strong urge for a 
collective belonging else- 
where and the nationalists in 
all parts of the former Yugos- 
lavia gave them that oppor- 
tunity. We could survive a bit 
of Slovenian nationalism , we 
could survive a bit of Croa- 
tian nationalism , but we 
couldn’t survive Serb 
nationalism, as the Serbs 
were the biggest community 
in the country. When the 
biggest community goes mad. 
nobody can survive.” 

Ms. Knezevic does not 
think Bosnia-Herzegovina 
will survive the Serbian 
onslaught without, interna- 


same sentiment. “Bosnia 
does not need a massive 
military intervention,” he 
said. “All that is required are 
a few bombs aimed at the 
well-marked -Serb artillery 
positions atop the hilte. Or at 
the very least, lifting the in- 
ternational arms embargo on 
Bosnia. We should have the 
right to defend our land.” 
Bosnia is in such a desperate 
state, it would “accept aid 
from the devil, whoever he 
might be.” said Ms. 
Knezevic. But there can’t be 
any compromise with the 
Bosnian Serbs. ’* They are 
terrorists, ” she said. 

Ms. Knezevic was grateful 
and a little surprised at the 
honour bestowed on her and 
“ this wonderful trip” to 
America, but she was anxious 
to get back to Bosnia. I 
don *t know what’s happening 
there, who has been killed, 
where they are attacking. 
The anxiety is simply too 
much."' It is the anxiety of a 


tiormLbdp. see no. hope n: pattle-bardcned soldier, un- 
uniess these fascist forces are-, -able even for a day to get 
conquered,” she says. Mr. away from the frontline — 
Kuispahic echoes much the World News Link. 







By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — A chronic row 
Wer two Kuwaiti women 
ihedical students who insist 
ot ' wearing gloves and cover- 
ing their faces has reached 
tfje highest debating chamber 
igl.tbe land. 

..-The newly elected parlia- 
ment discussed their case at 
length last month but the 
problem will still not go 
i afray. 

"The dispute pits doctri- 
naire Muslims, bent on up- 
rooting any semblance of un- 
is famic activity, against 
Western-educated moderates 
Who say their opponents are 
dying to make political capit- 
al out of something essential- 


Veiled medical students take 
case to Kuwaiti parliament 


ly technical. 

Committees have met, re- 
ports have come out and just 
about everyone has bad his 
say. 

But the two students re- 
main in limbo. The Disciplin- 
ary Committee at Kuwait 
University is hesitant ■ to dis- 
miss them, while the dean of 
the medical faculty, Hilal A1 
Sayer, refuses to let them do 
clinical work in hospital 
wards. 

The hardliners, vocal in 
parliament and in the press , 
say the medical faculty 
should let them resume their 
studies immediately — with 
their veib and gloves on. 

Member of Parliament 
Khaled A1 Idwa, a bearded 


firebrand, went even further. 
" The university is full of ex- 
treme secularists prepared to 
attack Islam,” he said. “J 
demand the minister of 
education purge the universi- 
ty of this moral and intellec- 
tual pollution.” 

Ahmad Baqer , another 
member of parliament, said 
the arguments against the 
students were Heebie and tri- 
vial. He said it was normal- 
far medical personnel to wear 
face masks. 

The students' union, which 
backs the women, also pro- 
duced a lengthy report 
attempting to show that a 
veiled woman could practice 
as a doctor with as much 
success as anyone else. 

It did concede that the 


student s may have to take their 
gloves off tom time to time, to 
handle bacterial cultures for 
example, but it found no case 
where they need bare their 
faces. • 

Mr. Sayer says all these 
arguments miss the point. 

“The doctor-patient rela- 
tionship is a very complicated 
one. If you want a patient to 
give yon a detailed history of 
himself without seeing your 
face, then it’s not going to 
work, ” he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“Half your diagnostic tools 
are based on gaining the con- 
fidence of the patient so be 
feels relieved when he sees 
your face... You need all your 
senses be added. 


The dean said the universi- 
ty should have dismissed the 
two students long ago, before 
he banned them from the 
clinical practice two /non tbs 
ago, because tfaey bad repe- 
atedly violated longstanding 
university regulations on 
dress. 

“But I did not get any 
backing from the university, ” 
he said. “It should have been 
solved on the university level 
but these guys (in parlia- 
ment) are capitalising on it.” 

Minister of Education 
Ahmad Rubai has tried to 
calm frayed tempers with a 
promise to meet one of the 
women, along with the Minis- 
ter of Islamic affairs , and 
come to an amicable settle- 
ment. 




Exhausted Japanese 
revive on tonic drinks 


By Mark O'Neill 
'J, Reuter 

.\$OKYO — Muscle-man 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Japan’s top teenage model. 
Rie Miyazawa, soar like 
rockets into the sky. clutch- 
ing- the secret of cosmic pow- 
er— a tiny bottle of medicin- 
al ionic. 

*- i* 

sit is just one shot in a 
relentless barrage of advertis- 
ing 1 ' that has made tonic 
drinks a billion-dollar indus- 
try jin Japan. 

j’T&e fire is directed at ex- 
hausted Japanese, from chil- 
dren cramming for exams to 
Executives working late on a 
tjfficut — in fact anyone who 
‘Heejh that decisive burst of 
<rP&gy- 

Enter a chemist's shop in 
Japan and an array of little 


bottles await you, their 
bright, exotic labels promis- 
ing strength, energy and re- 
lief from exhaustion or han- 
gover. 

Prices range from 150 to 
3,000 yen ($1.20 to $20) for 
bottles containing 50 to 100 
millilitres ( 1.7 ro 3.4 fluid 
ounces). 

“Most buyers are salary- 
men (white-collar workers) 
between 20 and 50,” one 
shop manager said. “7 hey 
drink them any time of the 
day when they're tired and in 
need of a quick fillip. 

“Other remedies, tike 
Chinese medicines, might be 
better but they take too long 
to prepare. These tonic 
drinks are easy and conve- 
nient — that’s what people 
want. ” 

The drinks contain a mix- 
ture of vitamins , amino acids 


and caffeine ~ together with 
minerals such as calcium and 
iron. 

More exotic and expensive 
brews include Korean gin- 
seng and essence of intimate 
parts of deer, for example, or 
turtles or snakes. Some come 
with a promise of better sex- 
ual performance. 

The health ministry issues 
no sales figures for tonic 
drinks, demand for which 
grew steadily in the hectic 
1980s. Industry estimates put 
1991 sales at about 195 billion 
yen ($1S7 billion). 

Bachelor Yosbiaki Mima- 
ki, 28, is a typical customer. 
He works for a computer 
firm, lives alone and is over- 
worked. 

“My diet is unbalanced — I 
have no time for breakfast, I 
eat too much pre-cooked 
food and not enough veget- 


ables or vitamins. ” he said. 
" 1 drink tonic to make up for 
my poor diet.” 

“ I hardly slept last night.” 
said Hiroshi Suzuki . wbo 
works in the storeroom of a 
bookshop , “1 need a tonic to 
wake me up and keep me 
going for the rest of the day. ” 

At first the tonics targeted 
working men between 30 and 
50, but manufacturers later 
diversified with new brands 
and images aimed at house- 
wives. female office assistants 
and schoolchildren. 

Much of their success is 
due to energetic advertising. 

For example, Zena, the 
latest product from the giant 
Taisfio pharmaceutical com- 
pany, is the subject of a 
saturation press and televi- 
sion campaign featuring a 
popular comedian, Joji 
Tokoro. 


Tokoro opens a Zena bot- 
tle and releases a golden 
cloud that dears to show a 
spectacularly rugged desert 
landscape. “ Energy blood 
spirit” the sound track blares. 

Zena's tiny bottle contains 
17 ingredients that the adver- 
tising says combine modem 
science with the centuries-old 
wisdom of Chinese tradition- 
al medidne to bring relief 
from exhaustion and provide 
a vital pick-me-up. 

In another widely shown 
commercial, an office worker 
is so exhausted his tie gets up 
and walks away , but a tonic 
drink revives him and gets 
him back on the job. 

Slogans arc perfectly 
geared for the leaders of 
corporate Japan, a land that 
bad to coin a special word, 
“ karoshi ” to describe the 
growing phenomenon of 


“Please don’t politicise the 
issue,” he tola parliament 
“It’s not a case of supporters 
of Sharia (Islamic Law) 
against opponents. The Shar- 
ia is not on either ride so let’s 
tty to find a rational solu- 
tion.” 


A Fatwa (Sharia judge- 
ment) by the Ministry of Isla- 
mic Affairs said that if a 
woman chose to cover her 
face and hands no one should 
force her to expose them 
except for some pressing 
reason, for example to prove 
her identity. 


Die university’s own legal 
committee has ruled general- 
ly in favour of the dean. It 
said no personal freedom was 
absolute. 


death from overwork. 

Taisbo started the tonic 
drink trend in 1962 with 
Lipovitan D, the first 
Japanese energizer in liquid, 
rather than pill form. 

Lipovitan D remains the 
bestseller today, helped by an 
advertising pitch featuring 
baseball and ice skating stars. 

“I drink this when I’m 
tired,” Ryoichi Yamamoto 
said as he bought his bottle of 
Chinese Royal Jelly. “It 
works. I feel refreshed and 
more energetic. These tonics 
have no side-effects.” 

“Japanese love medicines 
and doctors tend to overpre- 
scribe, so people are very 
ready to accept these medi- 
cinal tonics. They have a 
good, positive image,” he 
said. 


■Hnmumnmmi 

In Lapp tradition, 
fearsome reindeer 

protected the 

universe 

By Matti Huuhtaneo in ^ act - 
The Associated Press According to one folktale, 

HELSINKI — To modem the sun god’s daughter came 
children, the image of rein- t P_y ar !“' mameda Lapp and 
deer flashing across the sky fought a herd of reindeer as 
means all the good things of . cr Through the un- 

Christmas. To the ancient l 9 n ' ' e nort "ern tribes 

Lapps, it meant fear , awe. { ea ^P.¥ to reindeer, 

maybe even the end of the 

world. The reindeer was consi- 

Wben Lapp wise men der . ed » be a pother — a 
spoke of reindeer in the stars, l ,Yin 8' thinking, feeling crea- 
it was not a tale of comfort ture. said Louise Backman, 
and joy . or Santa the jolly elf. a ^PP tenches religion 

but of a race against dooms- at /“* <KS ,verw /^ °* ^jock- 
fay holm. The reindeer had a 

Lapp sfo/yfellers. winter- /f offered itself to 

ing in smoke filled huts ^ failed so that people ojuld 
through weeks of darkness, cat and be warmly clothed. 
told of a reindeer with glow- _ Bemdeer also were sacn- 
ing golden antlers that fled ^ced to ensure favourable 
across the heavens from a hu ^£ and good fortune, 
hunter and his dogs. After a reindeer was 

If the huntsman ever oaten, its bones had to be left 
caught the reindeer, the special place and be 

legend said. Earth would offered to the gods, so that a 
crack and chaos would engulf l j9£ f f em ,. er . grow/’ 
the cosmos. Outakoskt said. 

The Lapps, whose lives are Lapps also believed evil 
still tied to animals, believed spirits and giants roamed the 
the reindeer in the stars frozen wilds in the dark time 
would strike them blind if when the sun does not rise 
they stared at one. above the horizon. 

“This is a belief going back “We were told to stay in- 

thousands of years, ” said Nil - doors and beware of a giant 
la Outakoski, a theology re- that would grab children,” 
searcher at the University of said Backman , 65. whose 
Helsinki. “The idea of San- father herded reindeer in 
ta’s reindeer was introduced Northern Sweden, 
to Scandinavia in postcards Before conversion to 
from America” Christianity in the 18th and 

Lapps, who have lived in 19th centuries, the Lapps 
Northern Finland, Sweden, practiced Shamanism, the be- 
JVorway and Russia for 6,000 fief that good and evil spirits 
years, were seminomadic pervade the Earth, 
hunters and fishermen before They believed their sha- 

they began herding reindeer, mans, or wise men , were able 
Today many of them earn to commune with gods and 
money by taking tourists for spirits, and that the shamans 
rides in sleighs pulled by rein- used reindeer to settle scores, 
deer. But they know the “They put their alter egos 
animate as the difference be- into large reindeer ducks that 
tween survival and death in battled, sometimes to the 
the cold north, in legend and death, ” Outakoski said. 


k : 
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Viruses, 
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By Jean-Gaude Elias 


Perhaps the hottest computer subject in 1992 was neither 
the announcement of ‘Open Systems' nor the introduction 
on the market of the lightning fast 486 Personal Computer 
(PC) that is slowly but surely becoming a de-facto standard, 
but the ubiquitous virus. So much has been written and said 
on it during the past year that I was wondering whether it 
would be relevant to add anything else. 

I have two good masons to come on this issue again. As 
far as computer viruses are concerned. PC users can be put 
in two categories: those who still don't realise exactly what 
a virus is and those who, while understanding what it is, 
keep forgetting the basic rules of how to avoid being 
contaminated and repeat the same mistakes again and 



again. 


A PC virus is a very small and hidden programme, 
generally added by a programmer — the culprit — to a 
larger programme written by someone else — the innocent 
— and intentionally placed there with the obvious intention 
of damaging, one way or another, the user's data or 
programmes. Let's stop here and repeat to those who do 
no t know it: ‘No, a contaminated computer is not to throw 
away , it can be cleaned, whatever the virus is. * I have been 
personally told by someone last month: 7 intended to sell 
my PC to a friend and buy a new and faster one, but no one 
will buy my PC now that is has got a virus!' There is always 
a way to kill the virus, even if the only cure is to re- format 
(completely erase) the hard disk of the PC. In other words, 
a virus will never damage or affect the hardware. 

Viruses have the faculty copying themselves to other 
disks and programmes sometimes very discreetly, hence 
their name and the accompanying list of terms 'like 
contaminated, infected, cleaned, immunisation, etc... The 
extent and the nature of the damage they can cause vary 
with each virus. This can go from a simple interruption of 
the computer running to comp/ere files being erased from 
the hard disk. But all this is perfectly understandable and 
far from being frightening if one remembers the first 
definition I gave above: a virus is programme. A program- 
me, indeed can do all these operations: copying, erasing, 
etc... There is therefore nothing particularly frightening 
about that, except for the fact that the programme is 
hidden, unwanted, and does all these operations when it 
chooses to, without a warning. Some viruses have nice 
sounding names like ' Michelangelo ’ or ‘Irish' while others 


are named ‘Joshi’ or ‘ Friday 13.’ 

Specialists have so far isolated more than 900 different 
types. Programmes have been developed to detect and kill 
the viruses. The only difficulty with such programmes is 
that you always need to have the latest, for by the time they 
are released, virus creators find a way to bypass them and 
develop new viruses. It's a typical cat and mouse game. 

A sensible, practical and effective protection derives 
from simple logic. Avoid as much as possible copying 
diskettes from unknown sources, and use original, sealed 
software — not pirated. If what you need is a word 
processor, for instance, choose a good one and stick to it. 
There is no point in having three or four different 
programmes for the same task and you would uselessly and 
drastically increase the contamination risk. Once you have 
diskettes you are sure of, that is to say not contaminated, 
use the physical write-protection feature available to avoid 
accidental copying. The 3.5 " floppies have a plastic tab for 
that and the 5.25" a sticker. Do not let too many people use 
your computer or copy unknown software on it. Before 
installing a new programme, use a Virus Scanner — the 
above mentioned virus detection programme — to check 
the new comer. More important, make good and dean 
back up — additional — copies of your valuable data on. 
diskettes or magnetic tapes. They could prove to be your 
only recourse if all goes wrong. 

Above rules are very effective for stand-alone PC's, 
computers that are not connected to other machines, to 
local networks or to telephone lines via modems. For the 
latter, the risk is obviously higher. The good news is that 
the second half of 1 992 seemed to indicate a slight decrease 
in the number of infected PC’s, in Jordan at least. Let's 
wish all PC’s a good health for 1993. 


A half breed 



€€ 


Piaf" 


and French rap 


With the pop group “Telephone,” one 
could speak of French rock, without 


laughing, but it was always a fight between 
rock and song . Now , 


there is great love 
between the accordion and the electric 
guitar, locked in passionate embrace . 


“ Mano Negra " mixes genres, 
languages and instruments 
without respect. It is fiery 
rock combining reggae, ska, 
salsa, rhythm and blues , 
pogo. rai, java, popular 
dance music and the noise of 
the fridge. The partitioned 
off cold-stores of the purists 
have been abolished. Now is 
the time of plural music, with 
the rhythm and dance of the 
high-voltage show in concerts 
throughout the world and the 
suburbs. 

The Mano group sings in 
English, the mother tongue 
of rock: Spanish, the lan- 
guage of the immigrant pa- 
rents of Manu Chao who is 
the life line and leader of the 
"black hand " (mano negra. 
the name of the group). Ara- 
bic. not only because two of 
the members are Moroccan, 
but because it is. a little, the 
blood of France: and the 
French language of realist 
songs (such as were sung by 
Damia). Frehel and Piaf) ab- 
out the tough, melodramatic 
life of the working classes. 

Their first album. "Patch- 
anka ” sold 100.000 records, 
although it was produced by a 
small company. "Patchanka" 
is a sort of popular dance 
music, a variety music kind of 
flamenco, played by louts in' 
Spanish dance-halls. "Puta’s 
Fever", the second album, 
sold 300,000 records in less 
than six months and "King of 
Bongo", their latest album, is 
selling like hot cakes. 

This disparate kind of 
rock, sung by fire-eaters on 
misty quaysides . practised in 
cellars and squats and on the 
pavements of the working 
class districts of Paris is sail- 
ing on “Cargo 92. " together 
with the “Royal de Luxe" 
theatre company, for a tour 
in Latin America, fulfilling 
the Gaullish dream of “la 
mano (negra) en la mano." 
In its hold, the cargo-ship is 
carrying a piece of France, a 
real bit of Rue de Nantes 
Street . with its paving stones 
and drain-covers, its real 
Facadesand its windows. 


eleven members, mostly boys 
from big families or football 
teams, children from housing 
estates of immigrants. They 
are called Canavese, waltz or 
rock accordion, Melino . who 
sticks to rumba. Paqlus . rock, 
soul, funcky. Helmo. French 
tradition etc. In short, as they 
themselves point out in "In- 
rockuptible the group is 
very varied. So are our re- 
cords, even if them smell of 
“ Negresses Vertes" through 
and through." 

The eleven have offspring 
(a big family once again}, 
characters coming straight 
out of realist songs or the 
cinema of the same kind: 
Marcelle Ratafia. Zobi the 
Fly. the Fanfaron, the Fel- 
louze. etc.: "Our world music 
is popular Paris folklore. And 
then we grew up with Ita- 
lians. Spaniards. Algerians 
and Poles. We ourselves 
come from all these origins. " 

Travelling between the 
sunny coasts of the 
Mediterranean and the damp 
pavements of a lost Paris . 
they perform French songs to 
a rock background, achieving 
the paradox revealed by a 
journalist on the “New York 
Times": “The more various 
ethnic influences the “ Neg- 
resses Verres" have, the- 
more they sound absolutely 
French. " The only word that 
counts is “fun." 

Arletty’s accent 

“She frequented Rue 


Pigalle. She smelt of cheap 
vice," Piaf used to sing. 
"PigaUe" is also the name, and 
not just by chance, of a group 
led by Frangois Hadji- 
Lazaro. having the stature 
and shorn head of a wrestler, 
a polymorphous musician, 
singer and composer bleeding 
with erotic thriller poetry and 
unkind humour. 


" Afflicted looks at the dull 
and pitiful existence of Ben- 
jamin Tremblay, an odd per- 
son, but oh how fascinating" 
is the title of the latest album, 
a story of wanderings, sub- 
urbs, unimportant people 
and cafes where we meet 
Marie the Redhead, the tart 
of Longwy (in Lorraine), and 
Angele and her squirrel-like 
eyes. " “Our music could be 
defined as rock with French 
roots." 


“In the room of the bar 
and tobacconist's in Ruexles 
Martyrs, everybody gentlv 
forgets the shadow of a past 
life, of a woman, of ruin- 
s... There are syringes greedi- 
ly emptied in arms without a 
hiture... There are tatooed 
old guy's talking about their 
memories." In the voice of 
Father Frangois (Hadji-La- 
zare). beneath his fingers on 
the accordion, lies gloomy 
Paris, in tthe concrete, the 
Chinatowms and the amnesic 
tarmac. It is as beautiful as 
Damia s romances. Arietty's 
Parisian street-accent. Michel 
Simon's face and Gabin's 


mug. 


Musical arena 

French rap exists. It surges 
up out of the feverish, explo- 
sive suburbs of Paris or 
Marseilles and is called IAM 


or NTM. Rap is rhythm and 
rhyme. Words call up other 
words by having the same 
sound in a register of anathe- 
ma to thrash racism and the 
suburbs , cops, politics, 
money, the media, dealers 
and all power. 

But there is a great differ- 
ence, in the intention and in 
the tone, between the hard 
rap of NTM (for "Nique ta 
mere" (Cheek your mother) 
which claims to be the "in- 
ventor of verbal sodomy " to 
the more casual rap of'M.C. 
Solaar. "the philosopher of 
rap. " Even if they all only 
swear by the music. " The 
tempo is king in the musical 
arena. The dreams are mine, 
the lexical torero." 

M.C. Solaar is one of the 
rare French singers to have 
made it into the English hit- 
parade and his clip “Victim 
of fashion” was shown on the 
very protectionist American 
MTV. Without being a re- 
negade of the rap cause, he 
has a subtle style and plays on 
shades of meaning. Rather 
than calling for revolt, he 
sings derision in gentle terms 
and keeps smiling. “Qui 
seme le vent rdcolte le tem- 
po" (Who sows the wind 
harvests the tempo) is the 
title of his latest album and 
dearly announces his prefer- 
ence for a cloudless sky. the 
same as “My tactic attacks all 
ethic with tact." which pays 
homage to old Racine who, 
300 years ago. had written 
the rap line "Pour qui sont 
ces serpents qui sifflent sur 
vos tetes?" — L'actualite En 
France. 


Maroussfa et Jean-Marc 
Dupuich 


Fun 

The hand is black and the 
Negresses are green, through 
a blending of cultures. The 
"Negresses Vertes” has 



Mano Negra in concert 



The struggle continues 
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ByE. Yaghi 


Nearly one year has passed since Carol entered the golden 
gates of the university. Many thing $ have happened since 
then. She felt that the invisible mantle which had formerly 
settled over her bad undergone a process of change. 
Though there was nothing finite about this change or 
anything that was bluntly obvious or evident, there was the 
existence of an inner glow that made her feel much better 
about herself and more positive about life. Being one more 
year educated didn’t make her any better than those who 
had less education, bur academic learning was a benefac- 
tion of grace and an entity to venerate and appreciate. Had 
she accomplished anything? Yes, she had moved one year 
forward towards obtaining a degree. This fact in itself was a 
token of a feat and even if something drastic occurred in 
which she was unable to get that precious coveted piece of 
paper which certified that she was one of the Lucky Ones , 
Carol felt at least she had gained so much more than she 
bad been in possession of before. 

Whenever one of her sons saw her straining her eyes 
studying for an exam, he would say, "Why do you try so 
hard. Mom? You're not going to get a job with your 
degree: “ You're not like us, we need that certificate in 
order to get a professional position that will secure our 
future. " 

With exasperation she would reply , “Yes, it's true. Fm 
not going to go out and look for a job with my degree if I 
get it, but I value studying for the sake of it and I hate to do 
poorly on any exam.” 

Such an answer would only make her children laugh and 
shrug, for how could they take such matters seriously? And 
whenever they wanted to eat or desired some other service 
performed, they would demand that she do this or that for 
them. “ I'm studying she would insist. “Can't it wait?" 

Again, one of her sons would say: “ It’s not that 
important if you study or not. Remember, you're a mother 
first, then a student:” 

So. she would often have to quit her reading and do 
whatever task was required of her to satisfy the needs of 
her offsprings. 

Actually, in spite of the drawbacks, her sons were quite 
happy with their mother's pursuit of a higher education 
because her personal satisfaction seemed to spread out and 
touch the whole family. The only time she would really 
complain about the drudgery of studying was when she had 
exams. "Oh, "she would moan. “I must be crazy to go back 
to school after all these years. Why couldn't I have been 
content to just sit at home and forget about all this hassle 
and worry? Not having a higher education does have its 
advantages. It’s so much easier. Cooking and cleaning may 
be tiresome but at least not such a mental strain 

On the whole, she was content with most of her 
professors' performances too. The only thing she really 
complained about was memorisation. Often die groaned , 
“I’m absolutely no good at memorising anything. I don't 
know bow these kids do it, but then I guess this is 
something they are used to from when they first start 
school. ” 

But what was it really like to be an older, married woman 
among students who were the age of . some of her oWn 
children? What was it like to also be^a. foreigner and so 
clumsy at speaking Arabic? Did Carol face any problems? 
Yes. at the beginning, she had to learn to cope with both 
being an older woman and also being a foreigner. Many a 
time she felt that she was an outcast and an outsider. She 
was tempted to quit and would go home almost in tears. 


Being older was bad enough, but being foreign made h 
even harder. However , it wasn't long before she discovered 
that there were other older women studying at the 
university. Some were wives of professors. Some were 
teachers at local schools who were being sent back by the 
government to complete their education, and some were 
there simply because they had the same desire for 
self-improvement. But Carol had no such women in.any.of 
her classrooms. At the beginning of each semester, some 
students were amazed , nay , even shocked to see her as a 
student. Many ignored her but some became even quite 
friendly. There is always a stigma about being a foreigner, 
especially an older one, but Carol tried not to be so 
bothered or sensitive about the indifference of some 
students. She would sigh to her family at supper: “The best 
time to me is when the professor enters the classroom. 
Then , being foreign and older doesn ’ t matter at all, for the 
force of knowledge then rules supreme and all barriers melt 


away: 


And conversations during meals tended to revolve 
around what this or that professor said, or what happened 
on this or that exam, or what this or that required text did 
or did not mean. A whole new life had come into being and 
Carol felt she was a bom again person. Maybe this 
exhilarating bouyancy wasn't exactly shared by her house- 

■ hold or even the house itself, for often it had to suffer 
dreadfully when there were exams which seemed to prevail 
90% of the time. And though hot meals hadn't become 
something of the past , the only time she could cook up time 
consuming ones was on Thursdays and Fridays. * 

“Well,” she confessed to a friend, “everyone and 
everything pays the price when I go to the university, 
including the house; It is a sacrifice for all, especially my 
husband, for he's so used to having me as a permanent 
fixture and my going to learn is still his shock!" 

Registration for this coming semester was somewhat 
reconciling. This time , someone had ingeniously oigaiused 
the whole affair and those nightmarish incidents of clawing, 
scratching . screaming, shouting, pushing , shoving and 
cursing had made way for more orderly conduct and a 
larger staff to accomodate the students. The mad mob 
scene had been replaced by a more human effort to meet 
student demands. The only drawback this time was that 
Carol was appointed to register on the last day of 
registration and all the classes she had chosen were full and 
no more seats were available. It took three separate 
attempts until she finally and desperately told her friends. 
It doesn't matter who or what / have to take . I'll register 
for any class with any professor just to be able to have 
enough subjects. ” 

What will happen then concerning those notorious 
professors that she had been warned not to take any 
courses with? No one knows. She will have to make the 
best of each subject . come what may. 

She found the energy and enthusiasm of the younger 
students to be magnetic and invigorating. Each day when 
she walked to her morning class, she would think , 'Tm part 
of this university now. I am a part of the pine trees, the 
sidewalks . even the students, the lectures, the professors 
and everything I encounter. Education is still my duty from 
the Cradle to the grave and all my experience's become a 
.part ofmethatisas vital juutdear as life itself. Yes, I have 

■ to put up with red eyes, lack of sleep, physical and mental 
exhaustion, but like Ulysses himself. I can only say. To 
strive, to seek, to find and not to yield. " 

Truly, life is a journey which resembles a train ride. Our 
experiences are those obstacles and blessings that this train 
of life meets along the way. 
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A traveller in Africa was staying in a remote part of the 
country. One day, as he left the veranda of bis dwelling, a 
lion leapt at bim but he had the presence of mind to duck 
and the lion jumped over his head. This happened again a 
morning or so later with the lion clearing off into the bush 
after missing him. Being very cautious by now, the traveller 
next day looked through the window before venturing out. 
To his astonishment , there before the veranda, was the lion 
practising low jumps. 


& £ & 


Journeying in Africa, a traveller called on a friendly tribe 
and found to his great surprise that he knew the chief, who 
had been at school with him in England. Of course the 
traveller was given a great welcome and he was able to stay 
for a few days. The chief asked the traveller if be would like 
to take away something as a souvenir. Now the chief had a 
fine carved wooden throne and the traveller asked if a 
replica of it could be made for him. The chief agreed and it 
was made and presented to the traveller who stored it for 
the few more, days that he was to remain at the top of a 
large wooden pole in the grass house which the chief had 
placed at his disposal. But that night a great storm arose 
and the throne came hurtling down and was smashed in a 
thousand pieces. The moral for this story? — People who 
live in grass houses shouldn't stow thrones. 
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l t*s MichaeI Caine’s season 


By Robert Shelton 

LONDON — British actor 
Michael Caine has been 
splashing out in all directions 
this season. He has started pro- 
ducing Ginas, has launched a 
whirl wind publicity campaign 
for his autobiography entitled 
What’s It All About? (pub- 
lished- by. Century, £16.99); 
he is- also starring in The 
Muppct Christmas Carol, a 


retching of the Dickens clas- 
sic A Christmas Carol. Caine 
. plays the part of Scrooge 
Opposite the droll “toy”, the 
popular Miss Piggy. '''She’s 
been the worst of my leading 
ladies. She has a very big 
ego i," the star said in a recent 
interview. The movie opened 
on Dec. 12 in the U.S. and on 
Dec. 18 in the U.K. 

As is typical of Caine, he does 
not take his long career all that 
seriously in public, although 
he pursues it with great fer- 
vour. Typical also of Cainefto 
make light fun of himself in 
his autobiography. It’s part of 
the well-established style 
we've come to know and love 
all these years. Behind the 
breeziness and apparent cool- 
ness. however, is a highly 
dedicated actor whose mas- 
tery of technique is so great 
that he can appear not to be 
acting at all. When Britons 
recently watched him giving 
some drama students a 


master-class on television, 
viewers could see a profes- 
sional aware of every step he 
makes, every gesture and ev- 
ery shade of voice be uses. 

In co-producing the recent- 
ly released thriller Blue Ice 
with his partner Martin Breg- 
man, Caine was. be said, 
“ making an effort to control 
my own destiny , instead of 
waiting for some Hollywood 
agent to ring me up." The 
agents have been ringing him 
up for years now with reg- 
ularity. He remains a global 
superstar, , despite a roster of 
some films he would have' 
done better to reject as being 
beneath him. Caine once 
cynically said of his appearing 
in too many bad films: “ I 
have been poor and I have 
been rich. I prefer being 
rich. ” 

If critics are right , Blue Ice 
won't add much to bis mil- 
lions. He plays a retired Brit- 
ish secret agent who is run- 
ning a jazz club in Soho. 
Fiery actress Sean Young 
(who has a controversial 
newspaper reputation as “ dif- 
ficult ") plays the wife of the 
U.S. ambassador who 
seduces Caine into returning 
to intrigue and espionage. 
The movie got a round of 
negative reviews for its 
cliches, predictable plot and 
catalogue of spy and action 
devices. This, despite bis 


\ appearing opposite Young 
and his old pal. Bob Hoskins. 

Asked if he chose roles for 
money or quality these days, 
Caine quips: “ What do you 
mean , these days?” He ex- 
plained, however , that many 
of bis roles looked stronger 
and sounded better before 
Glaring than the filial pro- 
duct. 

■ To illustrate the surprising 
results of some movies, Caine 
pointed to a series of British 
actors who won Oscars from 
Hollywood for roles no 
American actor would touch , 
tike Daniel Day Lewis who 
played a paraplegic in My 
Left Foot, Jeremy Irons who 
played an arrogant playboy 
suspected of the attempted 
murder of his rich wife in 
Reversal Of Fortune, or 
Anthony Hopkins who play- 
ed a cannibalistic serial 
psychotic murderer in The 
Silence Of The Lambs. 

Caine tried to define the 
money versus quality ques- 
tions in contrasting two diffe- 
rent pieces of paper. “You 
have the review and the 
check there. You didn't like 
the movie, OK, but you keep 
the check,'' he said. While 
laughing off some mediocre 
Glms he's made down the 
years , Caine was quick to 
speak about his own Oscar 
nominations for A/fie. the 
movie that catapulted him 


into stardom in 1966, Sleuth, 
where he starred with Laur- 
ence Olivier, and Woody 
Allen ’s Hannah And Her Sis- 
ters in 1986. 

Many film fans would also 
agree that he and Sean Con- 
nery starred in a classic in 
The Man Who Would Be 
King from a Rudyard Kipling 
story in 1975. He and Con- 
nery played two British 
adventurers in India mis- 
taken for ‘ god-kings’ by a 
remote tribe; unfortunately 
they got greedy and the story 
ends in tragedy. Over the 
span of his 40-year career, 
tire actor said: “ There's quite 
a few Glms worth looking 
back on.. .but I don't even 
look back at the good ones. I 
always look forward.” 

And directing looms large 
when he discusses his plans. 
His work on the autobiogra- 
phy has also stimulated his 
interest in writing. “I've now 
got the bug to write short 
stories and screenplays ,” he 
explained. But in no way is 
be abandoning acting for 
some time. “ I’m only 59 
years old, so I’ve got another 
six years of acting ahead of 
me anyway.” And who has 
ever heard of an international 
superstar retiring at 65? 

Michael Caine has had a 
pretty good run of it. He was 
bom in 1933 , the son of a 
Billingsgate Gsh porter and a 


charlady. His original name 
was Maurice Joseph Mickle- 
white. Although he never 
talks of money, it's estimated 
he’s earned a total of about 
£25 million ($37.5 million), a 
relatively small amount com- 
pared to Hollywood con- 
tracts, but enough to forget 
about his poor beginnings: 
Caine was reared in a two- 
room gas-lighted Rat, and 
was evacuated during the war 
with his kid brother, Stanley, 
to Norfolk. His acting career 
started in the Lowescroft Re- 
pertory Theatre. His break- 
through in film came in a 
starring part as a British sol- 
dier — defeated by Zulu', 
tribesmen in the Grand War 
of the 1890s — in Zulu in 
1963, and he’s done about 
four Glms a year since then 
with the total nearly 70. After 
an early first marriage to 
actress Patricia Haines that 
ended in divorce, be married 
Guyanese-born beauty Sha- 
kira Baksh 20 years ago. He 
has a daughter from each 
marriage, Dominique and 
Natasha. 

Following Hollywood 
trends, he has invested in 
smart London restaurants 
like Langan's and OdraV in 
Chelsea Harbour. Caine has 
a close coterie of friends who 
met in the 1960s and are all 
over 50 years old. They share 
a distaste for British class 



MidEiaef Came, seen here in the directhag eutd writing to his grueH- 
thriBer Blue tee, plans to add ing acting schedule: About four 

movies a year 


concerns and include actors 
Sean Connery and Roger 
Moore, owner of the chic 
club called 'Tramp.' Johnny 
Gold, film-maker Michael 
Winner, author Frederick 
Forsyth, broadcaster David 
Frost and composer Andrew 
Lloyd Weber. “We call 
ourselves the Mayfair 
Orphans,” Caine says. 

His autobiography is pep- 
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Indochina transforms Catherine Deneuve 


By Guadalupe Enriquez 

- SEVILLE, Spain — Her most recent movie. Indochina. 

has confirmed her as one of the last great stars of the 
‘ international cinema scene. Beautiful as ever . Catherine 
" Deneuve is looking different these days. In an exclusive 
’ interview, she explains why. 

QUESTION: Does this new took of yours have something to 
' do with your latest movie, Indochina? 

. ANSWER: “J don't think I've changed that much, but 
. yes, perhaps something has remained of the character I 
; portrayed. It is not the first time something like this has 
* happened. For example. I remember that when I Rimed 
. The -White Queeq I had -Jo put a few pounds' origin 'this 
. iibn , I’ve had to Cut my Mur because the story is set in the 
. Indochina of the 1930s, t and in those days, no European 
, women wore their hair long. ” 

Q: Why didn’t you just use a wig? 

A: “I tried. But it was too uncomfortable. With just a 
small cosmetic adjustment, we found we could change me 
into the delicate Englishwoman we were striving for. ” 

Q: That seems strange, bearing in mind that many people 
consider you to be a symbol of Fans... 

A: “Yes, a great many people see me as a typically 
Parisian woman, and perhaps tor that reason , they think of 
me as being very sophisticated. But I think it's a good thing 
to change the way you look from time to time, even if 
there’s nothing in die script that calls tor it. 

Q: In this case, the script called for a woman with a strong 
personality. Did you End it easy to identify with the 
character of Elianne? 

A: “Yes. It was extremely easy. I feel I have a lot in 
common with her in terms of personality. ” 

Q: Perhaps that is because Urn was a script written 
specifically for you? 

A: ” Let’s say that I am lucky in that the directors with 
whom I work write with me in mind. In this case , the 
character goes about her life with the same kind of energy 
with which I tackle mine. It is a very full role, what I would 
call ‘a man’s role,' in that it’s very demanding. I am at 
wrious times a mother, a child, a strong woman and a 
vulnerable one. It is wonderful to play such a complex and 
tortured character. ” 

Q: Did you discuss this with the director? 

A: “Yes, Regis Wargnier wanted to make this movie and 
v/e talked about it before he prepared the script. He 
already had in mind a woman with a strong character who 
had the same qualities as a man when it came to making 
decisions , but who was at the same time also gentle and 
i oman tic. That ’s how the Glm — and my role in it — took 
off. And I am very happy with the way it went.” 

Q: When you are working, do you try to seduce the 
director or the public? 

A: “ I don’t try to seduce anyone in particular. When lam 
Riming, my public is the crew with whom I am working. 1 



Although she pr ojects the sophisticated inr- 
age of a glamorous movie star, Catherine 
Deneuve devotes her o ff- s creen Ufe to her 
children and friends 

feel calm and comfortable in their presence and I try to 
make myself appeal to my public through the camera. I like 
to share my work with everyone. Actors are people who 
need to work in a harmonious environment. I have been 
lucky enough to work with great directors such as (Luis) 
Bunuel, (Francois) Truffaut and many more.” 

Q: Do you fed yourself to be the queen of French cinema? 

A: “I wouldn’t say that. There are many other very good 
actresses in France. If / am a symbol, it is because I have 
reached an age at which France has conferred a kind of 
status on me. But age does not bother me. I care more 
about the quality of my life. ” 

Q: Does that mean that cinema is not the most important 
tiling in your Ufe? 

A: “ Cinema has been the most important thing in my life. 
But now I also have my children, and there are other things 
which help to give me a sense of balance. I need to do 
things that I like doing.” 

Q: So really, you are not the typical star you are made out 
to be? 

A: “J am a very active woman who tives life as it really is. 
I am not an inaccessible star. In a sense. lama star who has 


railsM 


given birth to a great many characters. I am a privileged 
actress, with an important place in the difficult world of 
cinema. It is also true that / have been spoiled by directors 
and producers. ” 

Q: If you bad the dunce of another Ufe, would you still 
like to come baric as Catherine Deneuve? 

A: *7 would do everything just the way I have done. I 
don 't regret a single thing. But I do say that it’s wonderful 
to be able to enjoy my children and my friends.” 

Q: Several of these latter have died. Is the problem of 
AIDS something that worries you? 

A: “Yes, it’s true. In the past few years I have lost 
several good friends because of this terrible disease. So 
now. in my own way. I am helping various organisations 
which take care of people who are sick with AIDS. I am 
convinced that the HIV test (to see whether a person has 
the AIDS virus) should be free, simple to do and 
completely anonymous. People have to be ready to help 
others who are suffering from illnesses which affect 
everyone. It's the same with drug addiction.” 

Q: Going back to the cinema, which are your favourite 
actresses? 

A: “There are a great many I like — Louise Brooks. 
Julie Christie. Jessica Lange , Carole Lombard . Geena 
Dam and Susan Sarandon. I like the strength and energy 
of North American actresses, but I must also include 
Sophia Loren since it was by watching her when I was a 
child that I first decided I wanted to become an actress. ” 

Q: Have you ever considered doing anything else but 
working in the cinema? 

A: “So far, I haven't had any desire to do anything else. 
At times, I feel ’drawn by the theatre, but I don't think I'd 
be much good at it. I am too nervous by nature. In any 
case, I would only do it for personal reasons. I wouldn't 
want to make a career out of it. ” 

Q: When you began acting , aged 15, did you ever think 
you’d become as famous as yon are today? 

A: “J didn ’t expect anything. I didn 7 even know what an 
actress was. But 1 have learned a great deal about life 
through Glms. Starting very young is certainly a great help, 
especially if you are well received, because then other 
offers start coming in. But when I began my career, the 
competition was nor as stiff as it is now. ” 

Q: Why have you cultivated this image of being a very 
reserved person? 

A: “J am very reserved. In any case, I don’t want to 
change my character, event though at times I Gnd it 
difGcult to control my temper. I generally like secrets, and 
haring a life that is different Rom my public one.” 

Q: Are you referring to your charitable work? 

A: “Yes. J like helping people in need without expecting 
anything in return. I think a lot of people have a false idea 
of me, and for that reason. I try to protect myself. I have a 
very close circle of friends whom I think of as part of my 
family ” — World News Link. 








Tourists are the enemy in Florence museum 


By John FoUain 

Reuter 

FLORENCE, Italy— In Ita- 
ly’s most famous museum , 
there is no room to bang a 
coat and visitors are a threat. 
The only time the UfGzi 
Gallery managed to cope 
with the flow of tourists was 
during the Gulf war. There 
weren’t any. 

The paintings of Botticelli, 
Leonardo and Michelangelo 
in Italy’s most-visited 
museum are regularly out of 
bounds. On average, a third 
of the gallery’s rooms are 
closed off during the tourist 
season because of a chronic 
staff shortage. 

“ These things never hap- 


pen in Paris or London. They 
never close museums because 
of staff shortages. Tourists 
who come to our country 
have nowhere to go at 
weekends and on holidays ,” 
complained leading art histo- 
rian Federico Zeri. 

The lucky ones who do 
manage to get in have to 
brush op on scrum tactics if 
they want a peep at Sandro 
Botticelli’s 15th century 
Spring and Birth of Venus, 
die main crowd-pullers in the 
world’s finest collection of 
Italian painting. 

“The pushing and shoving 
in the galleries is a barbarity. 
Visiting a museum today has 
become a strain acknow- 
ledged Antonio Paolocd, the 


government official who su- 
pervises several Florentine 
museums including the 
UfGzi. 

“For museum guards and 
directors, it’s like trying to 
bold a trench with fewer and 
fewer soldiers in the face of 
an ever-bigger offensive, ” he 
said. 

The Gulf war of 1991 eased 
the pressure on the UfGzi 
when many tourists, led by 
the Americans and Japanese , 
stayed away Rom Europe be- 
cause of security fears. 

But this year the UfGzi is 
heading for visitor levels not 
seen in five years. More than 
900,000 people have already 
visited it this year. 

This summer the UfGzi 


managed to borrow some ex- 
tra guards Rom dty hall au- 
thorities to reinforce its own 
contingent, but a handful of 
other museums bad to close 
to release the staff. 

One local ails chief has 
called for school Geld trips to 
be banned — they were 
“barbarian hordes” which 
only damaged Florence's art 
treasures. Another said visi- 
tors should be forced to book 
UfGzi tickets in advance. 

“ There’s little point in 
trying to restrict the Gow. 
How could we organise book- 
ings when we get a million 
visitors a year? Anyway, peo- 
ple should be Ree to pop in 
any time, ” said UfGzi Direc- 
tor Annamaria Petrioli 


Tofani. 

She said her hands were 
tied by bureaucrats in Rome 
who accepted the Uffizi’s 
earnings and vetted her every 
move — Rom restoring a 
painting to hiring an extra 
custodian. 

It was interference Rom 
Rome that derailed a 70- 
billion lire ($50 million) pro- 
ject to overhaul the Uffizi. 

The scheme would triple 
the UfSzi’s display space by 
taking over the former offices 
of the state archives on the 
Gist Root. 

The offices have been emp- 
ty for Gve years. The UfGzi’s 
deposits are crammed with 
2,000 paintings and 200 sculp- 
tures. 


When the Rome govern- 
ment gave the go-ahead after 
years of haggling, it awarded 
the contract to several huge 
companies more used to 
building motorways and sky- 
scrapers. 

The project ran into trou- 
ble in October when an injec- 
tion of cement into the 
foundations of the UfGzi 
caused cracks in an under- 
ground vault. 

Unkind critics compared 
the damage to the cracks the 
UfGzi suffered during World 
War II when Nazi troops set 
off explosive charges to des- 
troy all buddings dose to the 
nearby Ponte Vecchio, Flor- 
ence’s most picturesque 
bridge. 


pered with witty stories about 
his upward struggle for recog- 
nition as an actor, always 
fighting off those who would 
brand him a “ cockney actor. ” 

His dislike of British envy is 
strong, and be loves to give 
the old posh British image a 
gibe when he can, mention- 
ing in his book the Rolls- 
Royce salesman reluctant to 


sell him a car because of his 
lack of polish. 

“I never think about going 
back to the theatre, ” he con- 
fesses. “ The theatre was like 
a woman I loved who didn 't 
love me back, and treated me 
like dirt. The movies were 
like a woman who loved me 
and no matter what 1 did. she 
loved me anyway” — World 
News Link. 




Louvre unveils 
restoration of 
colossal Venetian 
masterpiece 


PARIS (AP) — A colossal 
banquet scene by Venetian 
master Veronese has re- 
turned to public view at the 
Louvre after a near-fatal 
crash that sliced the canvas in 
Gve places. 

But some prominent 
French artists are crying Foul, 
saying the three-year restora- 
tion that removed centuries 
of patina and grit altered the 
work’s character and may 
have changed some of the 
original colours. 

“The Marriage at Cana,” 
the largest Renaissance 
painting in France, has been 
put on display until March 29 
along with 15 other Veronese 
works Rom the museum’s 
permanent collection. 

Completed in a record 15 
months’ time in 1563 to deco- 
rate an entire wall of a be- 
ne die tine monastery in 
Venice, the giant painting — 
22 feet (6. 7 metres by 32 feet 
(9.0 metres) — depicts the 
Biblical repast at Cana where 
Jesus Christ miraculously 
transformed water into wine. 

The painting has been 
hailed as the first banquet 
scene of modem times and 
considered a masterpiece be- 
cause of its spectacularly 
symmetrical architecture, 
perspective and attention to 
detail. 

However, the meticulous 
cleaning job, which has laid 
bare magniGcent hues of red, 
blue, green and gold, has 
drawn fire Rom art purists 
who contend it has des- 
troyed the work’s ambiance 
and fundamental character. 

A group of 160 artists call- 
ing themselves the associa- 
tion to protect the integrity of 
artistic heritage, headed by 
the respected artist Jean 
Bazaine, published a state- 
ment accusing the Louvre of 
violating the painting's in- 
tegrity. 

A similar controversy 
erupted during the restora- 
tion of Michaelangelo's Sis- 
tine Chapel in Rome. 

Yet. curators, critics and 
art historians have argued 
convincingly that the cleaning 
has breathed new life into the 
work. 

“/ think that viewers will 
now be able to appreciate 
Veronese's painterly skills as 
well as the work’s complex- 
ity,” said Pierre Schneider, 
art critic for the weekly news 
magazine L 'Express. 

A team of restorers wield- 
ing cotton swabs and ex- 
perimenting with special sol-, 
vents „ removed countless 


layers of grime, dust and 
varnish that had accumulated 
on the surface of the canvas 
ovefi'the'. centuries turning 
bright reds, greens and golds 
into a gloomy study in dark 
yellow and faded browns. 

• Visitors need just turn 
their heads to see the toll that 
time takes on fragile art. 
Several of the other 
Veroneses on show have not 
been restored. 

The restored work is 
breathtaking. For example, 
the sumptuous patterns of the 
silk and brocade fabrics are 
clearly visible, as are the 
musical instruments, eating 
utensils, dishes, food on the 
table. 

“ This isn't a restoration, 
it’s a veritable resurrection, ” 
said Nathalie Voile, the chief 
curator who oversaw the pro- 
ject. “The main discovery 
was that the work was a 
veritable symphony of col- 
ours.” 

Voile told reporters that 
the most dramatic change in 
the painting involved a large 
male figure standing in the 
forefront and wearing a tur- 
ban. 

“For centuries, this Ggure 
was dressed in a reddish brown 
robe that turned out to. 
be green once the top layers 
of paint and varnish had 
been removed,” Voile said. 

A hazy, brooding sky 
turned into the lapis lazuli 
blue of a clear summer day. 

Also on show — on the 
opposite side of the Salle des 
Etats where the restored 
work is on show — is a life 
size X ray of the painting. 

The X-ray tells the story of 
the tempestuous history of 
“The Marriage at Cana. ” 
First, there are dozens of 
holes from the wooden nails 
which attached the mural to 
the abbey wall until Napo- 
leon's soldiers tore it down to 
bring back to France as war 
booty. 

The X-ray also reveals 
some of the work’s long hid- 
den secrets. One stiff figure 
dressed in black turned out to 
have been created on paper 
and then glued onto the can- 
vas. The X-ray t however, was 
taken before the paintings 
most recent brush with des- 
truction. 

Last June, as workers 
checked its wall anchorings, a 
specially-built tower support- 
ing the painting jiggled, send- 
ing a powerful ripple through 
the two ton canvas which 
then crashed to the floor. 



THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JANUARY 7-8, 1993 


fn expensive programme in Africa curbs 
heterosexual spread of AMDS virus 


By Brenda C. Coleman 
the Associated Press 


CHICAGO — In a program- 
me that could serve as an 
example for U.S. inner cities, 
health Workers in the African 
nation of Rwanda are curbing 
the heterosexual spread of 
the AIDS virus by targeting 
young women. 

Rwanda, with 7.6 million 
inhabitants, has one of the 
worlds highest AIDS rates, 
•line of 10 deaths among 
young, rural women are 
caused by AIDS and almost 
■mc-lhird of urban adults are 
infected with the AIDS virus, 
or HIV. say researchers from 


the University of California. 

San Francisco. 

They studied 1.458 women 
aged 20 tto 40 who enrolled 
in a prevention programme in 
1988 in the Rwandan capital. 
Kigali. The programme pro- 
vided confidentia I A I DS 
virus testing, viewing of a 
55-minute educational video 
and group discussions after- 
ward. 

All participants were given 
regular physical examina- 
tions, free condoms and sper- 
micides and invitations for 
male partners to be tested 
and taught. 

After one year, condom 
use had risen from 7 per cent 


to 22 per cent among all the 
women 's partners, the resear- 
chers reported in the latest 
issue of Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association 
(JAMA). 

Also, 26 per cent of the 
women brought their part- 
ners in for testing and educa- 
tion, and among those 
women, the rate of new 
AlDS-virus infections slowed 
from 4.0 per cent to 1.4 per 
cent annually, the study 
found. 

“No other intervention has 
been able to demonstrate this 
level of effectiveness in re- 
ducing the spread of HIV in 
African adults . " reported the 


researchers, led by Dr. Susan 
Allen. "In our clinic, the cost 
per person is less than the 
cost of a one year supply of 
condoms. " 

Surveys in Africa have 
shown that people there are 
knowledgeable about AIDS 
and how HIV is spread, but 
this knowledge has had little 
impact on behaviour, necessi- 
tating more aggressive 
approaches. Dr. Allen said. 

Jeffrey A. Kelly, a 
psychiatry professor at the 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
and an expert on community 
outreach against AIDS, said 
the study is important be- 
cause it pioneers prevention 








Producing sperm ‘reduces 
longevity’ in worm species 


By Malcolm Ritter 
Thg Associated Press 
NB IV YORK — In a finding 
that Upsets conventional 
biological theory , a re sear- 
cher has reported that pro- 
ducing sperm significantly 
hortens the lifespan of a 
:iny, bacteria -eating worm. 

That suggests that produc- 
: rig sperm makes more de- 
mands on an organism ' s ener- 
gy than biologists have al- 
“vays assumed. That energy 
mand leaves less energy 
.-. callable to be pumped into a 


!■ 'tiger lifespan. 
The 


researcher drew no 
■•inclusions about what this 
• ssuft might mean for human 

brings. 

“It would just be spccula- 
. : vc to try and extrapolate 

•I'tx M AinimIK." c lift thr 


s to humans said the 
■ Jr's author. Wayne Van 
• prides of the University of 
Arizona in Tucson. 

Tiic findings appear in the 
r .r>t Issue of Nature, a Brit- 
ish scientific journal. 


Other researchers noted 
that it would be premature to 
draw conclusions from 'anim- 
als so far removed from hu- 
mans. But they said it was 
possible that at least part of 
the reason women live longer 
than men was the burden 
placed on men by the produc- 
tion of sperm. 

Philip Anderson, who stu- 
dies the worm at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin in Madi- 
son, saidgoo little is known to 
even make an educated 
guess. 

Inanycase, if the effect in 
humans were as strong as in 
worms . “we would have 
beard about it (because) 
there have been a lot of 
eunuchs in the world," he 
said. 

He said he hoped it did not 
apply to people, “because 
then obviously one way of 
living longer would be to 
castrate oneself at an early 
age. It conjures up some 
scary life strategies.” 


He also cautioned that the 
conclusion that making 
sperm cuts worm lifespan is 
“a big leap” from the ex- 
perimental results, and said 
more work must be done. 

Dr. Van Voorbies studied 
roundworms called 
caenorhadditis elegans, bare- 
ly visible soil-dwelling crea- 
tures that are used widely in 
research. 

Making sperm or eggs 
takes energy that an animal 
might otherwise spend on 
growing or keeping the body 
healthy. Biologists have tra- 
ditionally thought that mak- 
ing sperm took little energy 
and so would not appreciably 
affect lifespan. 

But the Nature study sug- 
gests quite the opposite, both 
for male worms and the far 
more plentiful hermaphro- 
dites, which make egg and 
sperm and fertilise them- 
selves. 

Mating encourages sperm 
production , and Dr. Van 


Voorhies found that male 
worms that were allowed to 
mate lived about eight days 
on average, much less than 
the 11 days noted for un- 
mated males. 

To see whether the differ- 
ence came from making 
sperm or from the act of 
having sex itself, he studied 
worms that produced no 
sperm because of a genetic 
mutation. 

The sperm-deficient worms 
lived more than 60 per cent 
longer than their normal 
counterparts, at 19 days ver- 
sus 11.0 days for hermaphro- 
dites and 13.6 days versus 0. 1 
days for mated males. 

Dr. Voorhies said he sus- 
pects the mutation increases 
lifespan by not only blocking 
sperm production but also 
some other way. 

He also said it is not dear 
just how making sperm could 
cut lifespan. “That's what 
makes it so intriguing, 
said. 


he 
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in the Third World. 

"Much of what's happen- 
ing in the developing world 
has been watching the 
epidemic and being 
alarmed , ” he said from Mil- 
waukee. “This model is one 
that’s unique for developing- 
countries and may have im- 
pUcations for this country as 
well. ” 

“It's certainly relevant for 
the new (U.S.) communities 
being affected, the inner city 
communities. ” said Dr. Seth 
Berkley, assistant director of 
the Health Science Division 
at New York Gty's Rockefel- . 
ier Foundation. 

The United States has be- 
come complacent about 
heterosexual AIDS . partly 
because a grim prophecy of a 
massive heterosexual 
epidemic did not materialise. 
Dr. Berkley wrote in an 
editorial accompanying the 


Rwanda study in JAMA. 

But other countries that 
have been complacent, such 
as Thailand and India, are 
suffering heterosexual AIDS 
explosions now. he said. 


Even Britain has seen its 
proportion of heterosexual 
AIDS infections rise from 4 
per cent of the total in 1986to 
23 per cent in 1991. Dr. 
Berkley wrote. He noted that 
most cases resulted from con- 
tacts abroad or sex with 
someone from a high risk 
country. 

In the United States, about 
6 per cent of AIDS cases are 
heterosexual. By contrast, in 
Africa , up to 75 per cent of 
cases are heterosexually 
transmitted, according to the 
Federal Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention and 
past reports by University of 
California researchers. 


Gap found between 
desire to help 
addicts, knowledge 
of what to say 


By Howard Goldberg 

The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — True or 
false: Friends and relatives 
can’t help drug and alcohol 
abusers — they have to hit 
bottom and decide on their 
own to get treatment 

If you said "true.” a pair of 
surveys released by the 
Hazelden Foundation may 
cause you to think again. 

A Hazelden survey of 832 
recovering alcoholics and 
drug abusers shows more 
than two-thirds got treatment 
alter someone dose to them 
spoke up. 

An overwhelming 94 per 
cent of 1,000 adults in a 
nationally representative poll 
by Gallup said it would be 
their responsibility to speak 
up to a drug-abusing mend 
and offer help. And 64 per 
cent said they had been in 
situations where they could 
have done so. 

The Gallup results have a 
margin of sampling error of 
three percentage points. 

Nearly three in four Amer- 
icans said they bad a friend, 
relative or co-worker with a 
drinking or drug problem. 
But only 30 per cent were 
very confident that they bad 
enough knowledge and in- 
formation to speak up effec- 
tively and helpfully when 
confronting a substance abus- 
er, the Gallup poll found. 

*Tbat is a very significant 
percentage,” said James Cal- 
lahan, executive vice presi- 
dent of the American Society 
of Addiction Medicine, a 
doctors’ association not in- 
volved in Hazel ben’s re- 
search. “It sounds like here’s 
an overlooked opportunity of 


reaching people who need 
help.” 

Hazelden, a nonprofit 
organisation, has treated 


95,000 people, including Kit- 
ty Duicairis, Calvin Klein, 


former football star Dexter 
Manely and Sen. Bob Pack- 
wood, R-Ore. 

Hazelden counselors have 
written a “first aid” guide for 
people who want to help 
those dose to them with 
addictions. 

More than half the Amer- 
icans in the Gallup survey 
expressed reservations that 
might prevent them from 
such intervention. 

Yet more than half the 
recovering addicts inter- 
viewed by Hazelden doubt 
they would have gone into 
recovery if friends or rela- 
tives had not helped. Many 
said they wished they bad 
been prodded sooner and 
would have gotten help soon- 
er if someone bad spo&en to 
them at the right moment. 

Exact percentages might 
be misleading because Hazel- 
den took a random sample 
only of those recovering 
.addicts who bought the 
foundation’s educational 
materials. But the survey per- 
suaded Hazelden researchers 
that substance abuse in- 
tervention should be taught 
as a lifesaving technique, 
like the Heimlich man- 
oeuvre. 

“ Because of admirable and 
highly successful public 
education efforts, Americans 
no longer let their friends 
drive drunk,” said research 
director Patricia Owen. 
“But... people also want to 
know what to say to that 
friend the next day. ” 


India’s children 

escape death 

but find hunger 


By Siddbartb Dube 


NEW DELHI — Chronic 
hunger in India is increasing 
despite success in reducing 
severe childhood malnutri- 
tion and lowering death 
rates. Experts fear — con- 
trary to received wisdom — 
that although people live lon- 
ger and more of their chil- 
dren survive, they remain as 
poor, hungry and sick as 
ever. 

The contradiction is parti- 
cularly striking in Kerala , the 
small southern India state re- 
nowned for its human de- 
velopment record. The evi- 
dence suggests that while im- 
proving access to health faci- 
lities saves lives, it does little 
to prevent children from 
growing up to lives of perma- 
nent hunger. 

An afternoon visit to the 
MangaSathu slum in Alap- 
puzha in central Kerala re- 
veals that virtually noone has 
eaten any solid food. Most 
have drunk only black coffee. 
Cheliamma, a tiny grand- 
mother, says : “We bear the 
hunger. ” 

By the end of the day many 
families have drunk rice wa- 
ter, with some eating a little 
rice mixed with crushed chil- 
lies and salt. The families of 
fishermen may have cooked 
some of their unsold catch, 
but for most families in Man- 
galathu, fish, vegetables and 
milk are rare. 

Research data suggests 
that a huge proportion of 
people in Kerala suffer from 
intense year-round hunger, 
with poor people eating 
worse than in any other part 
of the country. 

The calorie intake of the 
poorest third of Kerala's 
population was already very 
low in 1961-62 when it aver- 
aged 960 kilocalories (kcais) 
per person - roughly equiva- 
lent to eating a small handful 
of rice. But by 1983 intake- 
had fallen to 839 kcais, just 
above one-tbird of the 
government-recognised mini- 
mum energy requirement for 
adult Indians. 

Kerala’s poorest 10 per 
cent, tike the families in the 
Mangalathu slum — live on 
just 500 kcais per day. 

Yet despite the severity of 
this hunger, few children suf- 
fer from severe malnutrition 
and even fewer die, say their 
parents. 

The infant death rate in 
Kerala is 17 per 1,000 and life 
expectancy is 70 years — 
standards unrivalled by far 
wealthier districts in India. 
The incidence of severe 
protein-energy malnutrition 
(PEM), a state of sickness in 
young children brought on by 
hunger and disease, ‘is only 
one-quarter of the Indian 
average. 

These contradictory trends 
worry Indian health experts. 
They fear that public health 
programmes, as in Kerala, 
control deaths and severe 


malnutrition but do nothing 
to alleviate chronic hunger. 

Adults and children in 
Kerala fall sick often because 
of intense, perennial hunger. 
But children’s sickness does 
not lead to severe malnutri- 
tion or death because most 
parents are literate and have 
their children treated at the 
state’s extensive network of 
hospitals and clinics. Adults 
are similarly sick and stunted, 
but treatment keeps them 
alive. 

What is true of Kerala is 
also true of the rest of the 
country. The proportion of 
children suffering from se- 
vere PEM fell from IS per 
cent in the 1970s to 8.9 per 
cent in 1988-90. Death rates 
in children under five halved 
between 1960 and 1990. 

But during the same 
periods the extent and sever- 
ity of chronic hunger in- 
creased, according to a study 
for the United States Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment by economist Saroj 
Gupta. 

Between 1961-62 rising fre- 
quencies of hunger were pa- 
ralleled by an increase in the 
intensity of hunger faced by 
the poorest third of India's 
population. 

In rural areas, home to 70 
per cent of the country’s 
population, calorie intake by 
the poorest 30 per cent fell 
from 1^00 kilocalories to 
1,200 kcais. Protein con- 
sumption fell even more 
sharply. 

Calorie intake levels for 
the poorest 10 per cent of the 
. population in both rural and 
urban India stagnated at 
around 1,100 kcais . 

“The poorer groups who 
could earlier just manage an 
adequate diet or a slightly 
-deficient one^ bad their diets 
deteriorate severely to the 
point where they joined the 
abject poor,” writes Mr. 
Gupta. "The poverty level 
thus increased substantially 
in most of the slates. ” 

Data for the 1980s is now 
being analysed and reports 
confirm that the trend to- 
wards lower consumption has 
persisted. 

“ The improvement seen 
: (in the incidence of malnutri- 
tion) during the past two 
decades is attributable to a 
variety of target-oriented 
health , nutrition and other 
programmes ,” says N. 
Prahlad Rao , deputy direc- 
tors of the Hyderabad-based 
National Institute of Nutri- 
tion. 

“However, these interven- 
tions seem to control only the 
; worst forms of malnutrition. 

These conclusions chal- 
lenge much of the received 
wisdom about hunger and 
health. It would appear that 
the link between hunger and 
death has been severed by 
the spread of health facilities: 
But poor children in India 
escape death only to lead 
lives of hunger — Panos. 


For transplant pioneer ; 
everything is life and death 


By Patricia Zengerie 

Reuter- 


PITTSBURGH — For three 
decades, organ transplant 
pioneer Thomas Start! has 
laboured in a world where 
every decision involves life 
and death and every story is a 
compelling one. 

“You see television or a 
movie, you see a single inci- 
dent around which there’s a ■ 
two-hour movie made.” he 
said in a recent interview as 
he described his decision to 
write his just-published auto- 
biography, “ The Puzzle 
People.” 

*7 couldn’t for almost 30 
years think of a single day in 
which there wasn't more than 
one such thing — either very 
human, or very tragic... it was 
really exciting, and still is for 
that matter. 

"I can hardly wait to get up 
in the morning, and then I 
can't go to bed at night.” 

Stand is director of the 


University of Pittsburgh 
Transplantation Institute, the 
world's largest and busiest 
organ transplant centre. ■ 

From 1963, when he per- 
formed the world's first hu- 
man liver transplant, to last 
summer, when he oversaw a 
team of surgeons who per- 
formed the world’s first ba- 
boon-to-human liver trans- 
plant. the doctor has been 
expanding the field of organ 
transplantation. 

In the 1960s and 1970s. he 
promoted the use of steroids 
and later the drug cyclospor- 
ine to fight organ rejection, 
helping transform transplants 
from last-hope experiments 
to viable, life-saving ther- 
apies. 

This year , Starzl has been 
hard at work doing research 
on how cells move between 


transplant team at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh have 
pioneered the use of FK506 . 
a powerful new anti-rejection 
drug that has increased sur- 
vival rates after transplant 
operations. 

Since 1989, when the drug 
was first used in patients, 
FK506 has enabled successful 
transplantation of every ma- 
jor organ, Starzl said. 

For example, since the ad- 
vent of FK506. made by Fu- 
jisawa Pharmaceutical Co of 
Japan . StarzI's team has per- 
formed the first series of suc- 
cessful small intestine trans- 
plants. 

" All the main organs have 
been worked through by 
now,” be said. “The last (to 
be transplanted) was the in- 
testine. ” 

The doctor said the baboon 


himself at the centre of a 
firestorm of controversy after 
the announcement of the first 
baboon liver transplant June 
28 and the patient’s death in 
early September. 

"Its I guess like being a 
point man in an infantry' 

squad. You get shot at all the. 


time, Sta/zl said of his . work 
or J znhnal-to-human .trans- 
plantation. 


Animal rights activists pro- 
tested against the Pittsburgh 
doctors for the death of the 
baboon donor, but Starzl said 
, f team valued human life 
above that of animals , am) 
pointed to the literally 
thousands of people who die 
every year while waiting for 
appropriate human organs to 
become available. 


transplanted organs and organ liver transplant also was only' 
recipients, work he called possible because of FK506. 
"huge” and as important as "We consider it the drug of 
anything else he has done. choice,” he said. 

Since 1986. Starzl and his Last summer. Starzl found 
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House endorses draft budget 


(Qntfomsd from page 1) 

Wednesday, Sharif Zeid also re- 
sponded to deputies' comments 
on government policies on pover- 
ty. unemployment, investment, 
financial policies, administrative 
reforms and agricultural develop- 
ment. 

Poverty “is one of the major 
concerns of the government 
which aims at containing it and 
easing its impact through a ba- 
lanced financial, economic and 
social policy.’' Sharif Zeid told 
the House. 

He pointed to the JD 13 mil- 
lion increase in the allocations to 
the National Aid Fond, saying 
the fund would provide assistance 
to all needy citizens. 

In their speeches, deputies had 
warned that poverty was fast 
spreading in the country and cal- 
led for more effective govern- 
ment measures to alleviate the 
“deteriorating living conditions 
of limited income citizens.” They 
said the government increased its 
revenue by burdening limited in- 
come groups with heavy taxes. 

Mr. Jardaneh told the House 
the government did not impose 
any new takes in 1992 and aver- 
age income improved by 10 per 
cent. 

He said living conditions de- 
teriorated in 1988 after the de- 
valuation of the dinar but they 
improved in 1992 because of in- 
creased government expenditure 
on salaries, which received a 14 to 
15 per cent raise. 

With inflation arrested at four 
per cent, be said, average income 
increased by 10 per cent. 

“However, that is not enough 
to compensate (government) em- 
ployees for the erosion of their 
salaries in the last five years," the 
minister said. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the only new 
tax the government would intro- 
duce is the sales tax which will 
replace the consumption tax. 

The tax, he said, will have a 
neutral effect on local revenue at 
its first stage of implementation 
and would not affect prices. 

As part of the tax reform prog- 
ramme, the tax will eventually 
develop into a value added tax 
(VAT), eliminating the addition- 
al tax and limiting taxes in the 
country to income tax. customs 
fees and the VAT. 

The minister said the govern- 
ment would work to maintain the 
stability of prices, arresting infla- 
tion at four per cent and keeping 
subsidies to basic commodities. 

Pointing to the economic and 
social dimensions of on employ- 
ment, Sharif Zeid said the. gov- 
ernment would proceed with its 
educational development prog- 
ramme which aims at gearing 
education towards meeting the 
labour market demand. He said 
the government would continue 
to provide support for profession- 
al rehabilitation programmes, 
adding that the Development and 
Employment Fund would focus 
its efforts on productive invest- 
ments. 

He also said more attention 
would be given to the agricultural 
sector and announced plans to 
establish a holding company for 
the development of the country- 
side. He said the company would 
involve the privatb and public 
sectors. 

The prune minister cited an 
increased investment activities in 
the Kingdom in 1992, stating that 
4,500 new local and nine foreign 
companies with a capital of 
JD 160 million. and joint ven- 
tures with Japan and India with a 
capital of JD 60 million sprung up 
last year. 

Responding to deputies’ severe 
criticism of government 
bureaucracy, Sharif Zeid said the 
success of the administrative re- 
form programme would take time 
to manifest itself, and assessment 
of the effort should be focused on 
“the firmness of the political will" 
to carry it out. 

Deputies had charged that gov- 
ernment bureaucracy was pla- 
gued with nepotism, inefficiency 
and abuse of office. 


"I will work towards righting any 
wrong in government bureaucracy," 
the prime minister said, pointing to 
measures the government has taken 
to improve the performance of its 
various organs in order to facilitate 
the needs of arize ns. 

Sharif Zeid said he did not yet have 
“die chance to study points raised on 
the spending of the allocations of the 
National Aid Fund and it is our duty 
to give the subject the attention it 
warrants in a responsible and objec- 
tive maimer." 

In its report, the House Finance 
Committee bad accused the minister 
of soda! development of favouritism 
in ear-marking the fund's allocations. 
It claimed the minister had channel- 
led more funds into his home gov- 
ernors te. Mafraq, and abused office 
to further his personal electoral ambi- 
tions. 

Dr. Akaifah reiterated 'the charge 
Wednesday and claimed the minister 
had manipulated facts and figures 
about poverty rates in various parts of 
the Kingdom to “mislead the prime 
minister, tbe cabinet and deputies 
and hide the truth" to Mafraq more 
than its fair share of assistance. 

He claimed the minister exce ed ed 
his mandate by abolishing the role of 
the fund's president, “manipulating 
figures and (using) deception to 
spend the fund's money" according to 
‘“false" poverty rates. 

Dr. Akailah said the minister's 
alleged act requires “administrative 
and legal investigation," and deman- 
ded that a committee be set up to 
investigate the case. He also asked 
that minis ter of finance responds to 
the charge. 

“The scientific criterion for spend- 
ing the fund’s allocations (in various 
governors tes) is the rate of poverty in 
each governorate." Mr. Jardaneh re- 
plied. “That could be decided 
studying tbe situation by 
~ people," he said, without 
to explicitly defend the minis- 
ter of soda! development. . 

Claiming that Dr. Akailah's charge 
was -motivated by “personal 
grudges," Minister of Soria! Develop- 
ment Amin Mashaqbeh said he man- 
aged die fund’s allocations in accord- 
ance with the law and the rates of 
poverty in various govemorates. 

He denied charges of favouritism in 
handting the fund's allocations and 
asserted tbe accusation was instigated 
by “(attempts) to settle scores.'* 

, Dr. Masbaqbeb said Dr. Akailah 
violated “parliamentary norms by not 
meeting with him and asking for 
figures about the fund’s allocations.'' 

And even though Sharif Zeid and 
Mr. Jardaneh - promised a positive 
response to deputies' demands re- 
garding agriculture, dams, controlling 
government expenditure and effec- 
tive handling of foreign debts. Mr. 
Jardaneh said parliamentarians con- 
tradicted themselves by urging more 
government expenditure on salaries 
and reducing the budget deficit. 

“Achieving any of these demands 
will be at tbe expense of tbe other," 
he said. 

■ -. Mr. Jardaneh said the govem- 
.mettfs -. overall., financial.'.- -monetary 
and economic policies were effective, 
riling reduced indebtedness, and de- 
ficit and increased revenue as evi- 
dence. 

While admitting that the balance of 
trade was somehow unsatisfactory 
due to the rise of imports. Mr. Jar- 
daneh pointed out that capital ex- 
penditure in 1992 increased by 26 per 
cent over 1991 . 

Both the prime minister and Mr. 
Jardaneh pledged a more effective 
implementation of capital expendi- 
ture projects by various government 
ministers and pointed to instructions 
issued to ministries by Sharif Zeid to 
accelerate the process of preparing 
tenders which is responsible for the 
delay. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the government 
was willing to present the policies of 
the economic reform programme to 
tbe House if the Finance Committee 
demands that, adding that the Minis- 
try of Finance "has never withheld 
information about the programme 
from deputies." 

The Muslim Brotherhood Bloc and 
other parliamentarians had said the 
House was kept in tbe dark on the 
economic reform programme and de- 
manded the government publicise its 
agreement with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The minister countered deputies' 
claims that the economic reform 
programme was not leading to its 
declared end, saying the “positive” 
performance of the economy would 
not have been possible had tbe gov- 
ernment not adhered to the program- 
me. 

He said the success of the program- 
me requires removing structural im- 
balances in and restoring confidence 
to what he called “the free market" 
Jordanian economy 


Paper reports Israel-Syria talks 


(Continued from page 1) 
Dec. 16. 

Syria demands Israel fully with- 
draw from the occupied Golan 
Heights. Israel says some adjust- 
ments are posable on tbe plateau 
but demands Syria agree to full 
peace before it wifi discuss de- 
tails. 

Syria Tuesday repeated its 
stance. 

Recent Israeli reports said that 
tbe Jewish state was preparing a 
contingency plan to pull back 
troops about 10 kilometres on tbe 
Golan Heights. 

' Opposition politicians in Israel 
revealed the plan, saying they 
feared it could lead to a foil 
withdrawal from tbe territory. 

In a political commentary, Sy- 
rian radio said there would be no 
peace without restoration of “ail 
parts of oc cu pied Golan” and 
other occupied Arab territories. 

“Syria has rejected the idea of 
partial Israeli withdrawal in the 
past and will refuse all future 
attempts m that direction,” tbe 
radio said. ' 

Mr. Rabin has said he would 
agree to partial withdrawal of 
forces in exchange for peace. But 


Mr. Rabin says Israel would not 
discuss details until Syria spells 
out what it means by peace. Israel 
wants open borders and full di- 
plomatic relations. 

The radio commentary was 
especially critical of Mr. Rabin's 
derision to expel 415 Palestinians 
to South Lebanon. 

The radio called on the interna- 
tional community to intervene to 
help the evictees. 

"The world must stop Israel 
from committing more crimes in 
the occupied lands,’ 1 the radio 

said. 

Israel’s housing minister, said 
Tuesday the Israeli army could 
withdraw the Golan Heights as 
part of a peace agreement with 
Syria. 

But Binyamiri Ben-Eliezer said 
Israel would maintain control of 
Jewish settlements on the 
Heights. 

“A situation is possible where 
Israeli settlements wifi be on the 
Heights under Israeli control 
while the Israeli army goes down 
of the Heights," he told repor- 
ters. 

About 15,000 Jewish sealers 
and 18,000 Druze live on the 
Golan Heights. 


11 deputies cast negative votes 


(Continued from page I) 

What came as a surprise, 
however, was the split vote 
among the Brotherhood de- 
puties. 

The opposing group led by 
Deputy Mohammad Abu Fans 
only captured seven of the 22- 
member bloc. The pro-budget 
group led by Tafileh Deputy 
Abdullah Akaileh. who is chair- 
man of the Finance Committee of 
the House, won the other 15 
Brotherhood deputies. 

Those deputies who opposed 
the budget argued that the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and World Bank regulations, 
which Jordan is following, were 
mining the Kingdom’s independ- 
ence. 

Amman Deputy Laith Shbeilat 
called Jordan's agreement with 
the IMF a “noose around the 
Jordanian people’s neck." Ex- 


pressing the position of the hard- 
core Islamists, he said that the 
“IMF'-imposed regulations were 
partly to blame for social and 
economic ills in Jordan. 

But not all deputies, among 
them the majority of Islamists, 
shared this feeling. Taking Jor- 
dan's cooperation with the IMF 
as a given, Islamist Deputy Fuad 
Khalafat said, “Now that (accept- 
ing) the IMF-prescribed econo- 
mic adjustment programme has 
become a fate and destiny for us, 
we should now pool our efforts." 

Those who voted against the 
budget were: Brotherhood de- 
puties Mohammad Abu Fans, 
Daoud Kojak, Abdul Minem 
Abu Zan*. Ham mam Saeed, 
Ahmad Kofahee, Ibrahim 
Khreisat and Hamzeh Mansour, 
Democratic Bloc members Fans 
Nabulsi, Mansour Murad and 
Bassam Haddadin and pan-Arab 
deputy Hussein Mujalli. 


Status of detainees unclear 


(Continued from page 1) 
ing to eyewitnesses. 

The witnesses, some of 
whom were refused entry to 
Egypt at the Red Sea ferry 
crossing from Jordan at 
Nuweibeh, say that those who 
were allowed in were subjected 
to rigorous interrogation, par- 
ticularly on “links with Iraq." 

Shortly after the Gulf war in 
.1991, .the Egyptian govern- 
ment cancelled a visa waiver 
and ruled that Jordanian pass- 
port holders travelling to 
Egypt should obtain prior 
visas. Intervention from the 
Jordanian government promp- 
ted to Cairo drop this condi- 
tions soon afterwards. 

The Cairo government, 
which led the Arab camp m the 
Western-led coalition which 
fought Iraq in the Gulf war 
over Kuwait in 1991, has repe- 
atedly accused Baghdad of 
sending “agents" to cany out 
sabotage in Egypt. 

“In Egyptian eyes any 
Jordanian, Sudanese, Yemeni 
or- Palestinian who has 
travelled to Iraq during or after 
the Gulf crisis becomes an im- 


mediate security suspect," 
said one of the sources. “There 
are hundreds of Sudanese and 
Yemenis held in Egypt on simi- 
lar grounds as the Jordanian 
passport-holders.” 

Egyptian diplomatic sources 
have denied that there is a 
standing policy of denying en- 
try to Jordanians who have 
travelled to Iraq. 

“No-one is detained for 
travelling to Iraq," said one 
Egyptian diplomat. “No arrest 
or detention is made unless 
there is strong ground for 
suspicion on security grounds 
or for violation of Egyptian 
laws." 

Tbe speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament. Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, recently sent a 
formal letter to Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamel Abu Jaber urging 
him to look into the matter 
through diplomatic channels. 

"We have not heard any- 
thing in return,” said Deputy 
Fakhri Kawar, who launched a 
campaign in mid- 1992 to free 
the prisoners and put an end to 
the harassment of Jordanian 
travellers to Iraq. 


U.S., allies prepare Iraq ultimatum 


(Continued from page 1) 

tions, said an informed Western 
diplomatic source who insisted on 
anonymity. 

And yet. Mr. Mitchell said 
after his meetfhg with President 
Bush at 'the Whit^ House that 
“no decision h&JS'Seeh made with 
respect to any of the options 
available to tbe president.” 

“The president indicated he is 
consulting with our allies, has 
made no decision, is weighing all 
options,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Speaker Foley said the Iraqi 
surface-to-air missiles pose a 
potential threat to U.S. aircraft. 
“I think the president is con- 
cerned about the situation with 
American fliers who are being 
asked to enforce the no-fly zone 


in the area.” 

Any ultimatum would be based 
on U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions that authorise all necessary 
means to ensure Iraq’s enemies 
are not subjected, to abuses by 
Jraq, . said.. two r officials. ^who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said “we do not intend 
to tolerate continued violations” 
of the United Nations Fresolu- 
tions imposed on Iraq after the 
Gulf war.” 

“We don't want to speculate on 
what action we might take," he 
said. 

President Saddam addressed 
his troops Wednesday and de- 
clared they are ready to defend 
Iraq. 


Water-colours brim 
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to the winter of Riwak 



By It? i Wahbeh 

Jordan Time s Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A tn appropriate set- 
ting for Sal am Ka naan's delicate 
water-colours i is provided by the 
sturdy, solid rf Joms of Riwak A1 
Balkaa. the an r gallery in Fuhais. 

i old house, with its 
i arched doorways 
s an austere back- 
te serene, bright, 
paintings of the 
ung man who pro- 
me dedication to 
he expense of ev- 


The restored 
stone walls an< 
and ceilings, !i 
ground for ill 
light-spirited; 
slight-build yt> 
fesses a life-ti 
painting, ”at t 
erything else.' 1 

A Yarmouk University gradu- 
ate. where he learned "how to 
draw and pairi t in oil,” Mr. Ka- 
naan now lives in France, having 
attained a dre am that so many 
artists before h im have strived to 
make come tru< live and work in 
the city of Ligt its, Paris. 

The artist c on fesses drawing 
inspiration fron t “the sunshine on 
the walls, the si :eps, streets, trees 
of the countrysi de, from children 
running and 1 beautiful women 
working in the houses, from the 
sides of Jordan . all charming in 
their simplicity, held forever the 
same in my ey es.” 

And these ! s< lurces of inspira- 
tion are indue d present in his 
works: restore d stone walls of 

the Riwak grail ery itself and a 
bedouin womar i with eyes closed 
in pious praye-T create a pleasant 
contrast of col o ur and theme; an 
olive green orchard in the back- 
ground and si yellowish green 
field of wheat h town by the wind 
in wide sweep ring swirls form 
another contrast , this time within 
the same canva s. 

nd human pot- 
her in harmony 
ing of peaceful 
lived at a slow 
■n-hostile nature 
life rather than 





JngS in the shadow of a tree, one Salam Kansan's water-colours on display at Shcak A l Balqaa 
GaJUery in Fuhe'is 
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Landscapes a 
traits mix togoi 
creating a feel 
serenity, of life 
pace, of a me 
which suppon'.N. 
antagonising it. 

A vibrant pi 
body of water, 
trees bearing f 
background of a 
water of the Ri' 
both the interns 
ctnation with A 
beautiful places 
native counny. 

Urban and n 
present in the cc 
from Husn, Ami 
jected against c 

The ancestor:; 
ing its pride of p 
fill embroideries 
robes, traditiont 
the coffee-grim 
headdress and > 
against a charge 

The colours 
range: from dark 
blues to straw yet 
pinks, a compLj 
present. 


nk sunset on a 
a group of palm 
ruh against the 
blue sea, and the 
ver Jordan show 
t in and the fas- 
.qaba and other 
of the artist's 

iral landscape is 
intours of houses 
nan. Fuhais. pro- 
loudly skies. 

' heritage is tak- 
lace with beauti- 
on the women’s 
il local pottery, 
ler, the men's 
mosque profiles 
d background, 
are of a wide 
greens, reds and 
lows, ochres and 
ste spectrum is 


As for choosinj* the water col- 
ours. Mr. Kanaan said he could 
best capture the beauty of Jor- 
dan's landscape b;/ using them, as 
"I found I could portray the 
world around me as I see it easily 
through this medium." 

The beautiful canvases with 
dexterously drawn lines confirm 
an artist convcmnt. with his 
craft, practiced since “I was 
five." The result is aesthetically 
impressive to the e ve and shows that 
the painter has masterfully com- 
bined the sensibility of waterco- 
lour technique with the detail of 
oil painting. 

The Ministry of Tourism is 
sponsoring the printing of a cata- 
logue of Mr. Ka naan's most re- 
cent water-colours which will be 
issued in May in Copenhagen, 
where the artist will hold an 
exhibition. But t>efore that, in 
February, he will .have an exhibi- 
tion in Paris and after that 
...“well, back to my studies.” 

One hope for Jordan, Mr. Ka- 
naan says, is “to see a new 
generation of child ren. a genera- 
tion which is aesthetically aware, 
being given the opportunity to 
know about and to love art." 

One sure way to help that 
happen is to introduce those chil- 
dren. and not only them, to the 
art of Mr. Kanaan.. who is, after 
all. not so old himself. 

The exhibition will be inaugu- 
rated on Thursday. Jan. 7. by 
Ministry of Tourism Secretary- 
General Nasri Attallah at 4 p.m. 
Mr. Kanaan’s art will be on dis- 
play until Jan. 15, 1993. 
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ReaE Faeisaars Style 

Open daily 1 0:30 — Midnight 
Friday 1 6:00 — Midnight 

☆ Cafe, croissants in the morning 

☆ Patisserie et Brasserie in the afternoon 

☆ Real French Cuisine for Lunch and Dinner 

We guararitee^yqur. satisfaction . 

-ForresGnqktion please call- 885746.. . >• 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SON 5 

TEL. 60^676 604696 




| CROWN 

1 HJJCL EST. 
m Packing, shipping, = 
J forwarding, storage, B 
1 clearing, door-to-door § 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12 .30 -3.30 pm 
7.30 -H .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595"l9 6o9520 
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UBCEflTRBFin MEES 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry, cui tains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af Y> OUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone . 821656, Fax 
828 163 


STOMO HAIG 

.Professional -Quality uj- 
I-Ifcw Service •. 

Develop your cotowSSta at 
our shop and get:- 

* jVMB& pbato 

size 30% * 

* JFjpae EraJajhje*- 
jrnerti 20 jar 30 can 

Shtncisaoi * Clpp. Grindtays 
Bank. Pfone; 604042 / * 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 EE.WP SAELS 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Afodoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/31 0309 
Fax: 810528 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT! 



TaEc® away is avaOaMa 
Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
iTeL 681922, Amman] 

Tested 
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' CHBSPS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers ’ Housing 
Estate, n ear Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight > 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyy ah Girls School 

Tofeo atsray Es znraflSsM® 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 633968 
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AT. BnaTATTMTA BAR 
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.. ^wall Cull 

'■? ' 120 

. Authentic 
, i Chinese dishes, 
■«**. from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styes of China. 


CUaese chefs 

Qpen daily tor 
lunch & dimer 
Take raj senkxs 

Jabal A1 Hussein 
Ministry ot Trade 
^ ^ & Industrial Rd. 

Restaurant TeL bs77S 


CHINA 

HOUSE 




Cfilm 

Town 

fcsesiouroni' 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman now has its own. 

Where you can enjoyUhe most exquisite 
Chinese dishes^ for. hunch and dinner. 

• ■ K. • ! _ 

Banquet ' and: .take-away service 

All chefs fr&m Peking, China 

China-Town. 

at the Amman' Flaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette fn every 
room...! 
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Amman - Tel- 668 193 - 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


French 


{Euteincl 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 7, I9» V s 

By Thcxpas S. Person. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation -; 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: dents are likely to be prevalent 

Arguments or differences of opin- now and yon need to dUklu: ant 
ion, no matter how carefully con- you watch others moveaiems. ; 
ducted, fejuld easily cause an ubra,- (September 23 to Octobd 

estrangement from one who really -r>\ Yon umifd he sensible now nn>- 


estrangement from one who realty 
means a great deal to you. Reman 
oooL calm and collected. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You do not see why some obliga- 
tions should be staring you in the 
face but you have accepted them so 
handle mem in as conscientious a 

manner as you can. 

TAtfRU& (April 20 to May 20) 
You now find that a partner is just 
as stubborn in wanting own way as 
yod so don't make a point but wait 
until a time when you are both 
mole flexible. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think over the various means by 
which you wQl be able to do 
whatever tasks Face you in a calm 
and unperturbed fashion and you 
make considerable headway. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You think that by spend- 
ing more money you will be able to * 
have pleasures and amusements 
you want but simple, inexpensive 
■joys are best. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
home can be topsy turvy today so 
think up someway to get matters 
straightened out so that your fami- 
ly will feel less pressured by situa- 
tions. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Use. more than average care 
while driving or walking since acci- 


dents are likely to be prevalent 
now and you need to make sure 
you watch others mo v e me i BS . ; 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octobd 
22) You would be sensible now »« 
to commit yourself to expenses 
because there are confused factors 
involved that could lose you dome 
desired revenue. , " 

SCORPIO: (October 23io Novem- 
ber 21) You feel pretty frustrated 
in gaining what you have expected 
to bring into your personal orbit 
now so think twice before, deddrog 
what yon want 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Think over and ab- 
out whatever will help you to be 
relieved or some onerous rest no- 
tions but do so in a calm and not m 
an impulsive manner. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Starting this period 
with too demanding an attitude 
that you get what you warn could 
push attaining such aims farther 
away from you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) If you most be in die 
presence of influential or promin- 
ent persons today or tonight make 
sure that you act with considerable 
restraint, patience. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to proceed slowly 
and cautiously towards that nqy 
course of action and expansive 
plan that appeals to you ok you ait 
taken for a ride. \ 


Granite chosen for 1994 Winter Olympics 
medalists 

OSLO (AP) — Medalists at the 1994 Winter Olympics reportedly 
will end up with a rock hanging around their necks. Organisers 
have chosen Norwegian granite decorated with gold, silver and 
bronze for the medals awarded at the Winter Games in 
Lillehammer, an Oslo newspaper said. The paper, Dagbladet, said 
the 115 slabs of stone would be symbolic of the rocky southern 
Norwegian terrain. They will be designed by Norwegian artist 
Ingjerd Hanevold and contain enough precious metal — six grams 
for the gold — to satisfy International Olympic Committee 
requirements. 

Rosset out, Lendl doubtful for Australian 
Open 

MELBOURNE (AP) — Olympic tennis champion Marc Rosset 
has pulled out of the Australian Open and Ivan Lendl appears 
doubtful, tournament organisers said Wednesday. Tournament 
director Colin Stubs said Rosset, of Switzerland, pulled out with a 
throat infection that forced him to withdraw from the Qatar Open 
this week. The Australian Open begins Jan. 18 at Melbourne’s 
National Tennis centre. Lendl has been bothered by a groin injury 
that has forced him to miss practice time in preparing for the first 
Grand 9am tournament of the year. 


. Standings after 1st round 

Team W L SF SA PTs 


“I replaced ‘play, pause and rewincr 
with ‘kiss, hug and talk to me*!” 


1 . Unscramble throe four Jumbles, 
, one totter to each at^are, to farm 

tour ordinary wants. 


Barkley named NBA playeir of the month 


NEW YORK I AP) — Charles 
Barkley, who Jed the Phoenix 
Suns on a franchise-record 14- 
game winning streak last month, 
was named the NBA’s player of 
the month for December Tues- 
day. while Orlando's Shaquille 
O'Neal was chosen rookie of the 
month for a second straight time. 

Barkley, the only player in the 
NBA to rank among the League's 
top five in both scoring (26.1 
points per game) and rebounding 
(13.3), helped the Suns compile 
an.NBA-best 21-4 record by the 
end of December. During the 
month, he averaged 25 points, 
12.8 rebounds and 4.9 assists per 
game. 

Barkley also had two triple- 
doubles during the month. On 
Dec. 9. he had 23 points, 12 
rebounds and 10 assists in a 1 10- 
101 victory at Charlotte, and on 
Dec. 30, he had 25 points, 17 
rebounds and 10 assists in a 133- 
110 home win over Houston. 

In earning rookie of the month 
honors again. O'Neal averaged 
20.6 points, 14.3 rebounds and 
4.46 blocked shots per game. 

The Orlando Magic center beat 
out Alonzo Mourning of the 
Charlotte Hornets for the honor. 

O'Neal had his biggest game of 
the month Dec. 311. scoring 23 
points and grabbing a team- 
record 23 rebounds in a 96-93 loss 
to the Los Angeles Lakers. He 


.^<3 *il 

Orlando’s Shaquille O’neaJ (centre) grabs a rebound 


also had 28 points, 10 rebounds 
and five blocks in a 101-98 win 
over Utah Dec. 22. 

Lakers beat Balls 

The Los Angeles Lakers shout 
Michael Jordan down when it 
counted and snapped the defend- 
ing champion Chicago Bulls’ win 
streak at seven with a 91-88 vic- 
tory Tuesday. 

James Worthy, who scored 21 
points including two free throws 
that put the Lakers ahead to stay, 
credited coach Randy Pfumfs 


strategy of putting in' four for- 
wards and a- {guard at crunch time 
for stopping Jordan. 

“We all fe:!t we could switch 
and create some discomfort for 
Michael." shid Worthy. 

Jordan find shed with 36 points, 
but missed some key shots includ- 
ing a couple of three-pointers in 
the final seconds. 

The game was only the Lakers’ 
third win in tibe last 10 games and 
just Chicago's fourth loss at home 
this season. 

In a battle: of the two teams 
hoping to chidlenge the Bulls in 


the Eastern Conference, the 
atlantic Divis ion-leading New 
York Knicks I wld the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to on >J.y three field goals 
in the fourth quarter and came 
back from an 80-70 deficit for a 
95-91 victory. 

Charles Smii th scored 22 points, 
Patrick Ewing: added 21 points 
and 13 rebou nds and Anthony 
Mason had 3 17 points and 11 
rebounds for ■ the Knicks. 

Brad Daugti lerty scored 21 and 
Mark Price ad ded 19 asdie Cava- 
liers; second ra» The Bulls in the? 
Central Etivisfc ).n, lost for only the 
second tune im 12 games. 

Point guard Doc Rivers came 
off the bench - in the fourth quar- 
ter and stabilised the Knicks, 
making a key steal off Price. He 
revealed after the game, his first 
since he suffi :red a partially dis- 
located shou! der on December 
26, that be stii 11 could not shoot a 
jump shot b& rause of the shoul- 
der. 


In Houston 
scored 29 p< 
Ainge added 
Suns edged th 
The suns wc 
in 16 games s 


Hakeem Ol 
points and D 
Rockets, losei 
games. 


, Charles Barkley 
oints and Danny 
321 as the Phoenix 
is Rockets 106-104. 
«i for the 15th time 
ind improved tbeir 
; record to 22-5. 
ajuwon collected 29 
l rebounds for the 
rs of five successive 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 8, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
full moon in cancer (moon child) 
offers you an opportunity to put 
your over-all aims in operation and 
to end an estrangement that has 
been causing many problems within 
your family. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Matters or persons from a distance 
or that are very different from you 
can be the means by which you 
make the greatest amount of prog- 
ress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever has to do with money 
matters can be yonr best way to 
make die headway that is vital to a 
consummation of your practical 
expression. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Association matters should bead 
the list of your activities this day so 
contact outsiders with whom you 
have some important dealings. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) If you tackle that job 
facing you in a more alert and 
enthusiastic fashion, you find you 
now will get the best of results 
quickly. , 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
to make preparations for an in- 
teresting evening as you most pre- 
fer during the daytime, then 

tonight have yourself a thoroughly 

good time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think in terms of what you can 
do now that win enhance snd 


enlarge the scope of your activities 
where your own household is con- 
cerned. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have some communica- 
tions at or from a distance or with 
those of varied standpoints to your 
own that require your undivided 
attention. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Various matters connected 
with financial and other practical 
affairs can dahn todays attention 
and tonight an expert shows the 
way to more assets. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have consider- 
able foresight just bow to handle 
whatever personal problems race 
you and by tonight you should 
have solved them wisely. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You need now to think 
more in terms of motivations and 
less of the practical side of whatev- 
er your present course or action 
happens to be. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 to Febru- 
ary 19) A fine day and evening for 
you to make as many new contacts 
and enjoy as many longtime 
staunch friends as you possibly 
can. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 

20) The outside world is your 

oyster today and more especially 
tonight and you find those in high 
office willing to give your abilities 
an outlet. 


DRIPEM 


EXDOUT 


Now arrange the circled totters to 1 
form the surprise answer, as sug- j 
gested by the above cartoon. ' 


AM answer here: THE 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's } J,miWaK PERKY AWASH OBLIGE SEAMAN 

..... | Answer addict set aside for a rainy day— 


Peanuts 


THE Daily Crossword 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAK H1RSCK 

* 196? Trftuna MMn Samn me. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ732 :AQJ54 63 +8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 3 9* Pass 

? 

* — Forcing 
What do you bid n«w? 

QJ2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: *■ 

4AJ8&4 V7652 93 *72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West * 

1 V Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*72 -: > QJ83 QJ62 +J43 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 :akq54 :-aqjs&4 *a 

What is your opening bid? 

Q.5— -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*5' . AKJ93 ->A36 *9852 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 Pass 2 NT Pass 

r 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*83 VAKJ76 0954 *AJ8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 Kf Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


ACROSS 
i Food fish ■ 

5 Carry on 
9 Nudniks 

14 Created 

15 Muslim prince 

16 Stan and — 

17 Slugger 
Slaughter 

16 The — Ranger 

19 Triple crown 

20 Labor untiringly 


27 Random nc 
32 Fathv place 
36 Endure 
30 Put on ears 
40 Was omen 

43 — fixe 

44 Make one s 
arduously 

45 Lessens th| 


cn egrnbo ry mmh Soreces. me 
Al Ngm Reserved 


22 Moisten meat 
26 — brave 

28 — mater 

29 Uptight 

30 Run in neutral 

31 Passing grades 

32 Remove floating 
matter 

33 “Thera is a — in 
the affairs-." 

34 Chned 

35 Supplemented 
(with “out") 

37 Assistance 

38 Take an obtque 
course 

41 Reside 

42 Cancel 
47 fcfissto 

49 Wanned 

51 ttamsta r 

52 Bagpipe sound 57 CM a ro 

54 Passenger 58 Seek tr 
S5SP7 kvSrac 

50 Uptight SSToware 


iPOl 


By Aleen Ba unary an 

Special to the Jordan 77mes 

AMMAN — The Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (JBF) has set a 
new date — Jan. 12 — for the 
second and final round of the 
1992 First Division Basketball 
Championship as most players 
are currently preoccupied with 
their tawjihi or university exams. 

The second round matches had 
been set to begin on Jan. 8 but 
the recently appointed JBF — 
now headed by Fadi Ghandour — 
has decided to reschedule the 
matches, with the final match set 
for Jan. 26. 

The new JBF board which in- 
cludes Alt Bilbeisi, Faisal Malhas 
Rizeq Al Masri, Manal Hamzeh, 
Oasem Al Abed. Sa’ad Abu Ja- 
ber and Mohammad Qadri in 
addition to representatives of the 
top two first division teams. Al 
Ahli and Al Orthodoxi, and the 
second division champion Al 
Wifaq, is set to regroup the 
national teams as soon as possible 
in preparation for upcoming re- 


gional competitions. 

“We hope to finish the 1992 
championship now underway by 
the end of the month so as to 
draw up the 1993 schedule which 
will encompass participation in 
the Youth's Asian Basketball 
Championship due to be held 
April 21-26 and the Men's Asian 
Championship in September," 
JBF spokesman Rizeq Al Masri 
told the Jordan Times. 

The former JBF had named the 
under-22 and the women's 
national teams and both teams 
are to begin training this month. 

Ahli leads standings 

As the second round of jhe 
championship begins Tuesday, Al 
Ahli leads the standings with 14 
points in the overall standings 
after their 6S-65 win over titlehoi- 
ders. Al Orthodoxi, in the final 
match of the first round. 

The pressure now is on Al 
Orthodoxi who must beat Al Ahli 
m the second round in order to 
have a deciding match to deter- 


mine the season's champion. 

Murad Barakat, probably the 
country's and Al Orthodoxi’s 
most experienced player, will car- 
ry the heavy burden of securing 
his team's in. Al Orthodoxi’s 
Hilal Barakat, Muntaser Abul- 
Tayyeb and : Jihad Saliba are 
bound to fan: tough competition 
from their all time rivals who mil 
tiy to win bac:k the title they won 
in 1990. i 

Al Ahli’s Marwan Ma’touq, 
Naser Bushnaq, Samir Murqus, 
Yousef Zaghiloul and teammates 
will seek to -beat Al Orthodoxi 
and win the ti.tle, avoiding a third 
deciding match. 

Meanwhile! Al Jazireh's prom- 
ising playetrs-Ghaith Ennabi, 
Anwar Haddad, and Youssef 
Abu Baker -j~ mil seek to over- 
come any competition from Al 
Hussein and ; Al Jalil and be con- 
tent with thej third place standing 
this season- 1 

Last season's third-placed Al 
Jalil, who jpulled out of their 
match against Al Watani in the 
first round find are consequently 
placed sixth,, will however strive 
to have an advanced standing 
too. 

Al Hussein and Al Watani will 


Marwan Ma*> tonq 
probably have a hard time mov- 
ing up their usd tal fifth and sixth- 
placed standing s, while Homent- 
men, who had a definite chance 
of defeating Al Watani and near- 
ly beat Al Jalil in Irbid, will have 
a hard time try ing to score three 
wins to avoii i relegation. Al 
Abbasi, who lc «t all their match- 
es, have al reai Jy been relegated 
unless they bea 1 5 teams — which 
is very unlike! y. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


JBF reschedules 1st Division 
Basketball Championship 


Murad Barakat 


Ghaith Ennabi 


Al Ahli ! 

7 



719 

376 

14 

Al Orthodoxi 

6 

1 

910 

468 

13 

Al Jazireh 

4 

3 

574 

539 

11 

Al Hussein 

4 

3 

609 

602 

11 

Al Watani 

3 

4 

425 

570 

10 

Al Jalil 

3 

4 

487 

493 

9 

Homentmei'i 

1 

6 

476 

748 

8 

Al Abbasi 

— 

7 

372 

776 

7 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 
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Financial Times 

Markets " ********** •***» 

Cairo Amman Bank 

VS. Nbr m Imcmtttetwl Marinti 



ClBTMKJ 


LUi. Dollar 


I MTU I 3 MTHS 





CAB lodtaa tar 


Index 


AH- Share 


Banki ng Sector 


tesumce Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 


Financial MaitM 



Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


TEEN AGENT 

Shows 3:15. fc3U. &30. KUO 

LAMBADA “2” 

Shows: 5:00. BJO 


Tel: 675571’ 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatrt 


Tuesday jsnusry 5th rnsrks Be Q piytioO 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonram (Ta’a wa 

Daily at 8:30 pm 
Tickets office open ail day 


Trading volume at the organised and parallel markets 


ChaBgejVatame 1 Change Nnmber 
Number |t:i% BRr. ODIN %± I of shanst-^ 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RAtflt 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling talcs for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar ai.midsesnoN 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. - 

One Sterling 

1.5408/18 

U.S. dollar : 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2763/68 

Canadian dollar 


1.6310/20 

Deutsche marks 


1.8310/20 

Dutch guilders 


1.4795/800 

Swiss francs 


33.50/54 

Belgian francs 


5.5575/625 

French francs 


1530/1535 

Italian lire 


124.87/92 

Japanese y,« 


7.2250/350 

Swedish crowns 


6.9450/550 

Norwegian croWns 

!- 

6.3000/100 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

328.85/329.35 

U.S. dollars 


FLATS WANTED 

Embassy is looking for furnished flats (for its person- 
nel) consisting of 2 bedrooms, family room with 
separate telephone, central heating and electric 
systems. 

Preferable location: Jabal Amman, Shmeisani, 
Abdoun. 

Interested, pis. contact Polish embassy 
tel: 637153/4 9 a.m.-3 p.m. or fax: 618744 



/Cinema 

Tel: l 


X PH1LADELP 

1 1 M 
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BLACK RAIN 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 
Thu.+Fri. special show for children at 
11:00 am. 

The Fox And The Hound 


/ 


“Welcome New World Order" 

Play will reappear in a hew presentation on 
Jan. 25, 1993 following the theatre’s holiday 
Happy New Year 


Weighted price index of shares at market value 


Closing December 1991 =100 


(in JD) 



Trading volume by sector for both 
the organised and parallel markets 
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Toukan sees proper, clean shar 
trading at AFM as top priority 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — “I do not care if the 
volume of trading falls below one 
million dinars. Our responsibility 
here is to ensure sound, healthy 
and fair trading in shares and 
stocks and not to strive for record 
volumes or statistical numbers 
each year.” Umayya Toukan, the 
general manager of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) told a 
press conference Tuesday. 

Dr. Toukan said that starting 
this month-,** new pride index has 
been used to monitor more accur- 
ately and to reflect more compre- 
hensively the true price move- 
ment of shares and stocks traded 
daily. 

He explained that the new in- 
dex includes SO companies 
representatively-selected on the 
basis of their past trading activity 
as indicative to future trend. The 
index assumes the dosing prices 
at the end of 1991 as the base with 
100 points. 

The AFM chief said that the 
previous 1980-based index was 
not precise and representative, 
while the new index was a market 


c ap it a li sa tion weighted measure- 
ment which takes into considera- 
tion the importance of the market 


normal ranges and, he stressed, 
Ike AFM would act seriously to 
limit any inflated share prices. In 
addition, the AFM would always 
be on the watch to maintain on 
equilibrium between the real de- 
mand for shares and the price 
levels in general. 

Another scheme which the 


value of each share in the sample/ AFM will start this year in order 
Dr.- Toukan stressed that the lo ensure proper trading, is to 


new index did not vary from the 
measurements of the old index 
and that the difference was main- 
ly in recording more sensitively 
the price movement of shares. 

The second step, which wilt, 
give 'the AFM a longer arm in 
monitoring the smooth- and dean 
running of activities on the trad- 
ing floor, involves providing in- 
vestors with additional informa- 
tion and analysis which would' 
serve as guides to help investors 
make the right decision. 

The first analysis in this direc- 
tion would be m the form of a 
table showing the value of shares 
traded m the market at both their 
book value and market value so 
that an investor can dearly see 
whether the price of a certain 
share is really worth buying or 
not. 

Dr. Toukan revealed that some 
prices of shares were beyond 


issue annually the now biannual 
guide to shareholding companies. 

Moreover, Dr. Toukan said 
additional information would be 
obtained from shareholding com- 
panies and be made available to 
interested investors. Currently, 
the AFM posts only the financial 
results of companies twice a year: 
On Dec. 31 and June 30 of each 
year. 

Dr. Toukan hinted to the com- 
plicated and time-consuming pro- 
cedures needed to upgrade the 
functions and activities at the 
AFM by pointing out that mod- 
ernising legislation or im- 
plementing new measures had to 
involve the AFM's board, the 
central bank, the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade and other gov- 
ernment bodies for various 
approvals. 

He mentioned specifically the 
official framework to conduct 


portfolio management trading:, 
new financial standards for brok-; 
ers and new regulations to govern 
relations with the companies and- 
brokerages. . 

The trading activities during. 
1992 were characterised by the 
following three main aspects: ' . 
1) The highest trading volume, 
ever, of a total of JD 887 million.^ 
was posted last year. The volume*, 
was 192.9 per cent higher tharv 
the 1991 total which was JD303 
million. 

The previous record votuifu*' 
was JD 367.6 million registered 
in 1989. : ' 

•Dr. Toukan attributed the new-- 
record volume to the large infiovv 
of funds brought to the KingdoO 


after the Gulf war. in addition’ k» 
the exceptional performance j ? ii 
Jordan's economic functions atvi 
the great success of the monetary 
and financial policies. 

2) The rise in share prices by 
about 30 per cent, which is a h\gb 
return on investment compared, 
to other alternative investments'.- 

3) The noticeable high activity at 
the primary market, where 
JD 54.7 million worth of shares 
were launched. The figure we* 
154.9 per cent above the 1-991 
amount. 


S. Korean trade balance improves 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea said 
Monday it had halved its trade 
deficit during 1992 but econom- 
ists warned that the move to- 
wards the black was fuelled at the 
expense of long-term economic 
growth. 

Trade ministry figures showed 
a steady improvement in exports, 
aided largely by a rise in demand 
from new markets such as China, 
while imports were steady due to - 
the government's policy of rein- 
ing consumption to cool the over- - 
heating economy. 

Exports in 1992 rose 6.8 per 
cent to $76.78 billion from $71.87 
billion a year earlier, while im- 
ports increased only 0.2 per cent 
to $81.70 billion from $81.53 bil- 
lion. 

Weak international competi- 
tiveness was highlighted by the 
nation's lacklustre export per- 
formance to developed markets 
such as the United States, eco- 
nomists said. 

Companies needed to improve 


the added value of their products 
by focusing on technology^ 
intensive industries, they added. 

“Shipments to new markets in 
China, southeast Asia and Viet- 
nam increased sharply last year, 
contributing greatly to the na- 
tion's total exports.” said Choc 
Hong-Geon, director-general of 
the ministry’s trade bureau. 

Exports of heavy industrial 
goods such as steel, ships and 
petrochemical products showed 
remarkable improvement, he 
said. 

Park Won-Ahm — economist 
at a state-run think-tank, the 
Korea Development Institute 
(KDI) — said exports this year 
were lower than expected be- 
cause of lost production during 
the December presidential elec- 
tion, in which Kim Young*Sam 
was swept to power. 

The trade ministry figures put 
December exports at #7.11 bil- 
lion, down 7.6 per cent from the 
$7.70 billion recorded a year ear- 


lier. 

Private sector economists said 
South Korea was losing ground in 
the world's markets — the United 
States, the European Community . 
(EC) and Japan. 

The trade ministry expected 
exports to these three markets as 
a proportion of the total during 
1992 would fall to 50.8 per cent 
from 56.5 per cent in 1991. In 
1987. the three markets 
accounted for almost 70 per cent ’ 
of South Korean exports. 

The steep wage-cost spiral of 
the late 1980s was seen as a major 
factor blunting South Korea’s 
edge. 

“Prices of South Korean ex- 
ports increased sharply in recent 
years but their quality was far 
from matching the price in- 
creases, said Lee Hahn- Koo, 


president of the Daewoo Re- 
search Institute. 

Some South Korean exported 
had to sell products overseas be- 
low production costs as the husi- 
ness dimate in these markets 
worsened, he said. 

Government and private eco- 
nomists said expons would rue 
seven to nine per cent to aboLt 
$83 billion in 1993. while imports 
would increase six to seven p*.r 
cent to $86.5 billion. 

They said imports would in- 
crease faster this year as demand 
for equipment and machinery in- 
vestment picked up. 

The incoming government cf 
Kim Young-Sam is expected to 
come up with expansionary poli- 
cies such as cutting state-set ir; : 
forest rates to stimulate the sagi 
ging economy. 
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CHANGE OF NAME 

I. Tehmeena Abdulrasheed Muhjoo, w/o Mr. Hazim A.M. 
Suwwan holding Indian international passport No. (B- 
076627) dated 16.8.1991 issued at Bangalore have 
changed my name as Tahani Abdulrasheed Muhjoo w/o 
Hazim A. M. Suwwan Nide affidavit 22.12.92 before G.S. 
Donki notary Bangalore. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

1 . Production Manager with experience not less than 5 
years in food processing, specialised in juices and soft 
drinks. 

2. Maintenance Engineer with electrical background and 
experience not less than 7 years. 

* Applicants should send C.V.'s to: 

P.O. BOX 925802 
AtL At Mafraq Agricultural Co. 

* Salary according to qualifications and experience. 


Registration is now open at the 

French Cultural Center 

For the following courses 
O French Language courses for adults 
(all levels). 

O DELF and DALF courses. 

O Preparation courses for the exams at 
Sofbonne University (Paris). 

O French for business, 
o Arabic language courses for foreigners. 
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World News 
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HONG .KONG <R) _ China 
Wednesday dismissed speculation 
of a compromise over Kong Kong 
Governor Chris Patten’s demo- 
cratic reform proposals, vowing 
io reject even any watered-down 
package produced by the colony’s 
legisiature. 

Mr. Patten and his deputy Sir 
David Ford expressed hope this 
week that Peking would accept 
foe verdict of Kong Kong’s leg- 
islative council .on political re- 
form later this year. Their com- 
ments triggered a brief stock Mar- 
ket rally. 

But a senior Chinese official 
3atiy rejected any compromise to 
end the Sino-Britishrcw over Hong 
Kong's future. He repeated Pek- 
ing's hardline that anything which 
did not conform to the basic law; 
the territory’s constitution after it 
returns to China in 1997. was out 
of the question. 

"We cannot accept any com- 
promise pacakage which does not 
converge with the basic law or 
any amended package approved 
by . the legislative council under 
the. control of the Hong Kong 
British ai:thoritie*,” said Zheng 
Guoxiong. a vice -director of 
Xinhua news agency's Hong 
Kong branch. 

Asked about remarks made 
Monday by Mr. Ford, who is 


colonial chief feebretary, Mr. 
Zheng skid: “I think this coin*- 
merit is based completely on a 
wrong estimation of the situation 
by the Kong KOng-British au- 
thorities. It is also misleading to 
the public." ■ 

•Mr. Zheng's comments, re- 
ported by the Peking-controlled 
daily Wen Wei Pb Wednesday; 
carry official weight as Xinhua 
acts as China's de facto consulate 
in Hong Kong. 

Daily Chinese broadsides since 
Mr. Patten announced his prop- 
osals last October have* terrified 
Hong Kong’s sensitive business 
community. But hopes have ling- 
ered that the legislative council 
might dilute Mr. Patten's propos- 
als so much when it debates them 
in February that China might 
' backi off. 

An interview Mr. Patten gave 
to a British newspaper fuelled the 
optimism. Asked by the London 
Evening Standard Whether there 
was room for compromise, he 
said: "It's perfectly possible. .Jf 
hope that the proposals we come 
up with eventually are regarded 
as acceptable by the present 
sovereign power (Britain) and the 
future sovereign power (China)." 

Mr. Patten has made this point, 
before but with investors clutch- 
ing at straws, it was enough to. 


. push the Hang Sehg Index iip 
110.23 poults to 5,548.03 Tues- 
day. Sobriety returned Wednes- 
day and fo$ index dosed up a 
more modest 38.64 points. 

- Mr. Fatten- denied Wednesday 
hit had made any policy change 
but predicted, a long haul foT his 
proposals when they go to the 
legislative council (Legco). 

' "It's for Legco to consider 
them, either to reject them or to 
accept them, or amend them and 
I guess there’ll be a long debate 
and Tm sure Legco will do what is 
in the best interests of Hong 
Kong," be told reporters. 

China used its local media 
mouthpieces to launch its. fiercest 
attadc since it lashed British- 
controlled conglomerate Jardine 
Matheson last month. 

Wen Wei Fo said Mr. Ford’s 
comments were part of a British 
plot to use what it called the 
•‘rubber stamp" legislature in 
HOflg Kong to present China with 
a fait accompli. 

While the legislative council 
was once undoubtedly a rubber 
stamp, it has changed radically 
since 18 of its 60 members were 
directly elected for the first time 
in 1991. Analysts say that with 
pobusmess legislators deeply wor- 
ried by the Siuo-British dispute, Mr. 
Patten's proposals are by no means 
. assared of approval. 



‘Toxic’ ship leaves Tokai after unloading 

"GKAI, Japan (R) — Japan's 
plutoAium-canying' freighter left 
per Wednesday .after depositing 
i*5»l ;uh:y toxic !oaJ. ending a 
iwC-n'.Oi'ii!) ■je.i voyage that put 
country's ambitious nuclear 
pfogramme under the spotlight. 

VSuclear industry officials ap- 
-fkiuded as four hrze trucks left, 
tjur dockyard with Ac- last of the 
1^7- tonnes of plutonium oxide 
bohnd for a nearby processing 
facility. . 

"There it will be converted from 
the powder info pellet form for 
injection into metal rods to be 
used at Monju. a prototype fast 
breeder reactor (FBR) in western 
Japan, in late 1994. 

* "The operation went very 
srnoothly," said a relieved- 
looking Hiroshi Oishi, vice- 
president of the Power Reacjpr 
and Nuclear Fuel Development 
Corporation, a governmental 
firm running Japan’s plutonium 
programme. 

"I was nervous but I feel re-,, 

Sieved, now.’* he told a news 
conference just before the Akat- 
sufci Mam left. 

Officials refused to disclose the 
next destination of the specially- 
built ship that arrived Jr Tokai 
Tuesday loaded with plutonium 
— one tonne of it fissile or 
weapons-grade — from a French 
reprocessing plant. 

Japanese news reports said it 
was headed for Tokyo’s port of 
Yokohama, where it would re- 
main for one month before being 
returned to its pwners, a British 
nuclear firm. 

-The world's biggest shipment 
of the toxic material — which has 
a half-life of 24,000 years — came 
under fire from environmentalists 
because it was carried out under 


-•:wu 

Workers unload: ,» •_ pintiMinin"^ J apM e i ^ ^igkter 

Akatsuki Maru at Tokai late fittflay (A^ phoio) 


an official cloak of secrecy. 
Japanese authorities would not 
make public the shipment's route 
,for security reasons. 

The Greenpeace environmen- 
tal group tailed the Akatsuki 
Maru by ship past the southern ‘ 
tip of Afrida. Making its 
whepeabqUts known to the world 
and prompting t protests from ; 
countries that lay along its route. 

"To be, frank, . jl was un- 
pleasant,” said. Akatsuki Man! 
crewman Hiroshi Taniyama of ' 
the Greenpeace pursuit vessel.". 
When it finally utent away I felt I 
had been relieved’ of heavy con- 
stipation,” 

Japanese leaders, embarrassed 
by the international publicity 
given to the secret shipment, said 
Tuesday the: -government would 
reveal morer^ information in the 
future. . 


The ncjft shipment, one of 
dozens planned to move 30 ton- 
nes Of plutonium frdm Europe to 
Japan over' tire next 20years, is 
likely to trike- place in .three to 
four years- . i 

Four of ‘Japan’s five mass- 
circulation dailies took the gOv- 
• eminent to jtask Wednesday for 
' keeping secret many details of its 
- plutonium shipment project 
"Is the Akatsuki Manx a trea- 
sure ship bearing plentiful energy 
supplies or a ship of gloom that 
will piish the world into an abyss 
Of nuderir proliferation?" asked 
the Asahi Shim bun. 

"Other countries of the world 
will not rest assared by our mere 
promises to never produce nuc- 
lear weapons,” it said, calling on 
Japan to open up its FBR prog- 
ramme to international participa- 
tion and inspection. 




Pakistan withdraws controversial decree 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The Pakistani government, bowing to 
widespread protest, Tuesday formally withdrew a controversial 
decree that had curtailed foe powers of courts. The National 
Assembly (lower bouse of parliament) passed a government- 
sponsored amended bill restoring foe powers of provincial high 
courts to grant bail to people facing trial before special anti- 
terrorist courts. The controversial presidential ordinance, jssued 
last month, had barred foe high courts from hearing bail petitions 
from such people, in foe first major curtailment of their powers 
since martial law was lifted in 1986. "This ordinance curtailed the 
powers of the courts to some extent so we have withdrawn it,” Law 
Minister AbduL Gh.afoor told foe assembly. "When the people 
expressed their reservations... we immediately withdrew it without 
making it an ego issue.” The new bill must also be passed by the 
Senate (upper house) to make the ordinance ineffective, legal 
sources said. 

U.N. launches food plan in Mozambique 

ROME (R) — The United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) said Tuesday it was launching a $6 million operation to help 
demobilise tens of thousands of Mozambique troops and rebels in 
the South-East African country. Under an October 1992 peace 
accord reached in Rome, some 62,000 troops and 20,000 rebels will 
hand in their arms-to the U.N. at 49 assembly and feeding points. 
The WFP plan aims to provide them and their families with rations 
for at least six months. Diplomats say the distribution of food in foe 
drought-hit country is a vital incentive to bring fighters into the 
demobilisation points. Last year’s peace accord ended a 16-year 
civil war which has raged since foe country’s independence from 
Portugal. 

Princess Margaret hospitalised 

LONDON (AP) — Princess Margaret, the younger sister of Queen 
Elizabeth n, spent her third day in a London hospital with 
pneumonia, Buckingham Palace said Tuesday. The palace said 
Princess Margaret, 62, was taken to London's King Edward VTI 
hospital Sunday as a precautionary measure and is expected to 
remain for one or "two more days. Her son. Viscount Lineiy, 31, 
paid a brief visit and the palace said her daughter. Lady Sarah 
Arrastrong-Joncs, 28, was in dose touch. Princess Margaret’s 
ex-husband. Lord Snowdon, had also "sent his best wishes,” said a 
palace, spokesman. The princess, who was reportedly taken ill 
While staying with friends outside London, was last seen in public 
on Christmas Day when she attended church at Sandringham with 
the queen and other, members of the royal family. 

15-year-old shoots parents, kills self 

MONTPELLIER, France (AP) — A 15-year-old girl fatally shot 
her parents and tamed the rifle on herself after all three signed a 
suicide note, cleaned house and defrosted their refrigerator, police 
said Tuesday. The three bodies, found by police a day earlier, lay 
dothed on a bed at foe family home in Fon lanes, near this 
southwestern French city. Each room appeared carefully arranged, 
with no sign of a struggle. Investigators said Sybille Odier used a 
22-gauge shotgun to shoot her father, 40-year-old Jean Odier, an 
unemployed computer programmer, and her mother Marti ne, a 
38-year-old teacher, in the head before killing herself, police said. 
The exact date of the deaths was unclear. The gun lay beside 
Sybille, said police, who found the bodies after they were notified 
by a cousin in Toulon who on Monday received a suicide note 
typed and signed by all three family members. The note sent Dec. 
28 was titled "Testament” and asked "that our ashes be dispersed 
Hi the sea." The cousin, Regis Odier, said the one-page letter 
induced a list of possessions but did not mention any reason for the 
deaths.', . r 1 

Britain rejects Argentina’s latest claim 

LONDON (AP) — Britain Tuesday firmly rejected Argentina's 
latest claim to foe Falkland Islands. A Foreign Office statement 
issued ahead of Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd’s four-day visit to 
Buenos Aires starting Wednesday said there was "no doubt” about 
Britain's sovereignty over the islands. "The United Kingdom is 
committed to defending the right of the Falkland Islanders to live 
under a government of their own choosing and the islanders have 
made it abundantly clear they wish to remain British and under 
British jurisdiction,” the statement said. The Foreign Office 
statement followed President Carlos Menem's reiteration of 
Argentina’s claim to the islands in a New Year speech. Britain has 
ruled the South Atlantic archipelago as a colony since 1833, but 
Argentina claims it inherited them upon declaring independence 
from Spain in 1816. Argentine military forces invaded the 
Falkland; in April 1982 and were repelled by a British task force 
after a 74-day war. Mr. Menem agreed to set aside the issue of 
sovereignty before the restoration of diplomatic ties with Britain in 
February 1990. 

Yeltsin to visit India Jan. 27-29 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin will visit India 
from Jan. 27 to 29 to sign a friendship treaty. His press service said 
Wednesday. The treaty will replace the 1971 treaty of peace, 
friendship and cooperation between India and the former Soviet 
Union. Cooperation between Moscow and New Delhi has a strong 
m Hilary emphasis. India’s defence system relies heavily on Russian 
supplies. Russia was reported last year to have extended to India a 
new defence credit of $830 million. It also agreed to supply India 
with rocket engines in a $250 million deal. The two sides are certain 
to discuss the method of payment for goods following the 
near-collapse of the old system which used n" special rupee-rouble 
rate. 

Bystander, suspect killed in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (R) — Robbers armed with automatic rifles traded 
shots with police Wednesday in a running gunbattle that killed a 
passer-by and a robber in one of Hong Kong's most crowded 
districts, police said. A police officer was wounded as the three 
suspects fleeing a jewellery store robbery sprayed bullets from a 
hijacked taxi and a getaway ar. Panicky shoppers and schoolchil- 
dren took cover in shops and 'alleys in Mongkok. The robbers first 
tued fire at police as they emerged from the store, hitting a 
-year-old local woman in the head, police district commander 
Chris Glover said. One suspect attempting to escape in the getaway 
Car was fatally wounded and died later in hospital. The other two 
successfully evaded police in the commandeered taxi which they 
later abandoned. The driver was unharmed. Police recovered two 
AK-47 rifles and at least one pistol from the suspects's car and the 
taxi. Police said the suspects took about 34 kilometres of gold 
valued at nearly $400,000. 

Transkei mounts manhunt for killer of Japanese 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Police in South Africa's Transkei tribal 
homeland mounted a manhunt for the killers of a Japanese 
schoolteacher battered to death on a beach and a hotel group 
offered a 10,000 rand ($3,300) reward for their capture. Transkei 
leader Major-General Bantu Holomisa said Wednesday police 
Would work round the dock to track down the killer or killers of 
Yoshhttura, 34, who was murdered Sunday. Ms. Yoshimura was 
found battered to death with a crowbar after leaving her hotel for a 
walk along the beach on South Africa's Indian Ocean coast. She 
was unmarried and had worked at the Japanese school in 
Johannesburg for three years. She planned to return to Japan in 
March. 

Protesters plan siege to stop Rao’s visit 

DHAKA (R) — Muslims angered by the police shooting of at least 
five protesters trying to march into India threatened Wednesday to 
besiege Dhaka airport to stop India's prime minister from 
attending a regional summit next wccl\ They ucv’t'uu! Prime 
Minister Narashrcha Ran of being respond for the .'.icsi ruction of 
the historic Babri MbsquC in the north Indi m town of Ayc.Jhva by 
militant Hindus on Dec. 6. More (him l.tiOU people, mostly 
Muslims, died in India in unrest after the demolition of the 
mosque, which also sparked a wave of anti-Indian and anti-Hindu 
violence in Pakistan and Bangladesh. 4 


Bush offers precepts 
for committing troops 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush, in a farewell 
speech to foe country’s future 
military leaders, said Tuesday 
American armed forces should 
only be ordered into action when 
the mission is clear and there is a 
realistic plan for withdrawal. 

Speaking at the U.S. military 
Academy at West Point, New 
York, where the likes of Robert 
E. Lee and Douglas MacArthur 
were schooled in foe art of war, 
Mr. Bush also warned Tuesday 
that the United States must not 
become the world's policemen. 

"In the wake of foe cold war, in 
a world where we are the only 
remaining superpower, it is the 
role of the United States to mar- 
shal its moral and material re- 
sources, to promote a democratic 
peace.” he said. "It is our respon- 
sibility, it is our opportunity to 


lead. There is no one else.” 

Mr. Bush said there are times 
when the United States must act 
alone, citing the Panama invasion 
as a case where solo action was 
warranted to protect American 
lives and interests. 

Bat he said the United States 
should act "in concert” with 
other countries whenever possi- 
ble, persuading its allies to contri- 
bute to operations that are also in 
their interest militarily and eco- 
nomically. 

The outgoing U.S. 
commander-in-chief mentioned 

the crisis in foe Balkans only in 
passing. But his words seemed 
designed to caution ' President- 
elect Bill Clinton, who assumes 
office on Jan. 20, to look before 
he leaps into intervening in Bos- 


U.N. studies ultimatum 
against Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations will consider a de- 
mand by the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment that the Khmer Rouge 
be expelled from the Cambodian 
peace process, a U.N. spokesman 
said Wednesday, but he played 
down the possibility that - the 
radical guerrilla group would be 
isolated. 

An ultimatum by the Phndra 
Penh government had been pas- 
sed to U.N. headquarters in New 
York, the spokesman told repor- 
ters. 

“We have listened to (Prime 
Minister) Mr. Hun Sen and his 
frustration and comments.. .if the 
two co-chairmen and the security 
council decide to follow up, it will 
be their sovereign decision,” he 
added 

But he played down the possi- 
bility of the Khmer Rouge being 
expelled. 

“Our position has always been 
to keep the door open and it will . 
remain open to every body.-.we 
need everybody to participate in 
foe peace process.” 


France and Indonesia are the 
two co-chairmen of the Paris in- 
ternational peace conference re- 
sponsible for drafting the Cambo- 
dian peace accords that the 
Khmer Rouge and three other 
factions signed in October 1991. 

On Tuesday Mr. Hun Sen ac- 
cused United Nations Transition- 
al Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) of lacking the courage to 
implement its mandate and prop- 
osed a Jan. 31 deadline for the 
Khmer Rouge to fully comply 
with foe Paris peace agreement. 

The Khmer Rouge have wifo- 
drawn from the U.N.-sponsored 
peace agreement and have re- 
fused to disarm their fighters and 
allow voter registration in 'areas 
under their control. 

The ambitious $2 billion U.N. 
peace plan is in deep trouble 
because of Khmer Rouge intran- 
sigence and a decision this week 
by Cambodian head of state 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk to 
stop cooperating with UNTAC 
and the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment. 


Angolan clashes spread 

LISBON (R) — dashes between Angolan 
government forces and rebels 
spread to-tiie central city of Onto 
Wednesday, foe Angolan state 
news agency Angop reported. 

The Portuguese news agency 
LUSA quoted Angop as saying 
Cuito, the capital of Bie province 
in the central highlands, had been 
under intense artillery fire since 
dawn. 

The government launched an 
offensive to recapture the north- 
western towns of Caxito and Nda- 
Iatando last week and it crushed 
the rebels’ light military and poli- 
tical presence during a battle in 
the southern town' of Lubango 
Sunday. 

Heavy fighting spread to the 
coastal cities of Benguela, Lobi- 
to and Nambibe Monday. 

Prime Minister Marcolino 
Moco stud Monday that the for- 
mer Portuguese colony was in a 
situation of "undeclared war:” 

But he added that the govern- 
ment still wanted to salvage its 
1991 peace agreement with the 
rebels, which ended 16 years of 
civil war. 

The peace accord started (o 
break down after the rebel 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UN- 
ITA) rejected its defeat by the 
ruling (MPLA) Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Ango- 
la in U.N. -supervised elections in 
September. 

UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi 
said the MPLA bad rigged the 
elections and retreated to Huam- 
bo, Angola's second dty in the 


central highlands, and his forces 
overran many towns in the in- 
terior. 

Both sides -blame each other 
for starting the latest dashes. 
Diplomats say they appear to 
form part of a government 
counter-strike. 

During the civil war, which 
broke out upon independence 
from Portugal in 1975. the MPLA 
was backed by Cuba and the 
Soviet Union and UNITA re- 
ceived support from South Africa 
and the United States. 

But since the peace agreement, 
external military support for the 
rival factions has been cut off. 

Angolan state radio said 
dashes continued in the neigh- 
bouring coastal a ties of Benguela 
and Lobito Wednesday. 

The Radio, monitored by foe 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, said UNITA forces were 
shelling both towns and there was 
also street fighting. 

Government forces controlled 
the centre of Benguela, but UN- 
ITA forces had penetrated foe 
outskirts, while Lobito was di- 
vided with government forces 
controlling the port and city cen- 
tre and UNITA the hills 'behind, 
it added. 

Neither side has issued casualty 
figures for the latest dashes. 

An official government report 
on Sunday's battle in Lubango 
said 41 people died there. 

But UNITA said more than 
200 of its members and their 
families were killed. 


Celebrated ballet star 
Rudolf Nureyev dies 


PARIS (AP) — Rudolf Nureyev, 
the Soviet ballet dancer who stun- 
ned the world by defecting to the 
West and became the most cele- 
brated classic dancer of his gen- 
eration, died Wednesday in Paris, 
his doctor said. He was 54. 

Mr. Nureyev, who was widely 
reported to be suffering from 
AIDS, died of "a cardiac com- 
plication, following a cruel ill- 
ness,” said Dr. Michel Canesi in a 
communique. He did not say 
where Mr. Nureyev died. 

Andre Larquie, chief executive 
of the Paris Opera, of which Mr. 
Nureyev was dance director, said 
no decision had been made yet on 
a funeral date. 

Mr. Nureyev was the Kirov 
Ballet's leading dancer in 1961 
when he became the first Soviet 
star to defect. He went to capti- 
vate audiences around the world 
with his unparalled stage pre- 
sence. grace and athletic prowess 
for mnre than three decades. For 
much of that tin,o. he and the late 
Dame Margot Fonteyn were a 
halltt dun in which both seemed 
more romantic and thrilling 
together than rather did dandng 
with other partners. 

His fame spread far beyond the 
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world of dance. He was lionised 
as a celebrity, people wrote about 
his Beatle-stylc haircut, his 
eccentric clothes and his intensity 
about his ait. 

In the last few months of his 
life. Mr. Nureyev spoke only to 
his closest friends and kept his 
whereabouts a secret from the 
media. 

Such discretion was a far cry 
from foe all-enveloping publicity 
that surrounded the dancer from 
foe moment be defected to foe 
West in 1961 and followed him 
throughout his career. 



‘Kid robbers’ freed 
after eight years 

LAGOS (R) — Twelve convicted 
armed robbers, whose death sent- 
ences were set aside because they 
were under-age, have been 
granted amnesties after eight 
years in jail, foe News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) said. The so- 
called “kid robbers,” arrested in 
1984 for attacking foe home of a 
Lagos trader, were sentenced to 
death four years later in a case 
that became a focus for human 
rights groups looking into alleged 
abuses under military rule. 
Armed robbery is punishable by 
firing squad in- Nigeria. The 12, 
now in their 20s, were freed by 
Lagos Governor Michael Otedo- 
la, who last year commuted the 
death sentences to 10 years in jail 
because they were under 18 in 
1984. 

Chimney-stuck 
’Santa’ detained 

OCEANSIDE. California (R) — 
A soot-blackened man claiming 
to be Santa Claus was found 
dangling upside down from a 
chimney more than a week after 
Christmas, a local couple said 
Tuesday. Lawrence and Margie 
Beavers said they were awakened 
early Monday by a thud, which 
was followed by a cry for help. In 
their living room, they found 
42-year-old Frank Morales dang- 
ling from their chimney with his 
head just centimetres from foe 
floor. "I'd have been scared to 
death if it weren’t so humorous,” 
said Margie Beaver, 56. "I asked 
him what he was doing in my 
house. He said be was Santa 
Claus... so I asked him, ’where 
are my gifts’?" she added. Beaver 
and her husband Lawrence, 62, 
called police, who arrested 
Morales on suspicion of attemp- 
ted burglary. “After telling the 
couple he was Santa Gaus he 
explained to them he dove down 
their chimney to get away from a 
group of men who were chasing 
him. Neither story was very 
plausible," a police spokesman 
said. 
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Johannesburg 

thieves 

hijack ‘hot* vehicle 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Four 
thieves who hijacked a van in 
Johannesburg may have ended up 
with a hotter property than they 
bargained for. A spokesman for 
the owners of foe van stolen in 
the city's Randburg area Tuesday 
said it was carrying dangerous 
radioactive material used in sci- 
entific tests. He .warned the 
thieves against tampering with 
foe cargo, in a stainless steel 
container shaped like a Mexican 
hat. 

Clinton invites old 
friend to 
inauguration 

LONDON (AP) — U.S. 
President-elect Bill Clinton has 
invited the former head porter at 
the Oxford College where he 
studied as a Rhodes scholar to his 
inauguration. Douglas Mfilin, 76, 
became friends with Mr. Chiton 
after he arrived at University 
College in October 1968. A Uni- 
versity College spokeswoman 
Tuesday denied reports that there 
were hard feelings among college 
staff that the sole inaugural in- 
vitation had gone to a porter. 
“They are not in a tizzy. No-one 
expected to be invited and they 
are ail delighted Douglas has 
been invited." said the spokes- 
woman. It was not known 
whether Mr. Millin would be 
going to Washington. Mr. Gin- 
ton accepted an honorary fel- 
lowship last month at University 
College, foe oldest of the 20 
colleges that make up Oxford 
University. He said he hoped to 
attend one feast a year with the 
29 other honorary fellows and 
college staff. 

Philippine 
policemen 
fired over drugs 

MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
government Tuesday sacked 42 
policemen after they tested posi- 
tive for marijuana and the prohi-; 
bited drug methamphetamine 
hydrochloride or "ice”. National 
police chief Raul Imperial told 
reporters be had ordered similar 
tests for 12,000 other policemen 
belonging to the Manila com- 
mand and the anti-narcotics unit. 
The 42 who failed the tests were 
among 181 policemen of the 
Manila suburb of Paranaque who 
were asked to submit urine sam- 
ples for examination. Imperial 
said. Mr, Imperial ordered the 
examination after receiving re- 
ports that one oat of every four 
paranaque policemen were drug 
users. Twenty-five tested positive 
for "ice" and 17 for marijuana. 










